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Dairies



A typical dairy from the early days…cows, horses, hogs and whatever 
helps to meet the mortgage payments.  Source DHIA pictures.



Cows grazing with valley oaks in the backgroung.  
Source: Alan George, Norm Phillips and Wayne Collins. 



The first record of a dairy is found in the Visalia 
Weekly Delta on February 18, 1860.

It is a fact that we now have a milk wagon running 
through the streets of Visalia. Mr. Elijah Smith 
will deliver milk to the citizens of the town 
every morning and evening.  This astonishing 
enterprise in a cow county should be 
encouraged.



Dr. William Ferguson 
Cartmilll, born in Ohio 
in 1822, can be 
considered the father of 
Tulare Dairy Industry.  
In 1861, he discovered 
good grazing land about 
five miles northwest of 
the spot that would 
become the city of 
Tulare.  He had 100 
cows and heifers on his 
ranch, and grew 1,200 
acres.



Manuel C. Borba’s dairy near Tipton. Mr. Borba was one of Tulare 
County’s first dairymen. Source: “The Way It Was” by Annie Mitchell.    



Newman Dairy near Tulare, 1905. 
Source: “The Way It Was” by Annie Mitchell.   



Dairy of C.T. Brown and Son, Porterville, 1905. 
Source: “The way it was” by Annie Mitchell. 



Chris Thompson Hansen began dairying in Tranquility in 1911. 
Source:  Danish Creamery Association.



Soren Sorensen was a Danish shipper who had his dairy farm  in the 
Central Valley.  Source:  Danish Creamery Association.



Creameries



The Porterville Co-operative creamery, 1905. On the right J.D. 
Beckwith bringing cream. He had a dairy near Tipton.  
Source: “The Way It Was” by Annie Mitchell.   



Source: “The Way It Was” by Annie Mitchell.   



Wooden crates of challenge butter in front of DCCA in Tulare 
in the 1920’s.  Source: Challenge, 1911-1998



Dairyman’s Co-operative Creamery Association in the 1930’s.
Source:  “A Town Call Tulare” by Derryl A. Dumermuth.





Early Years of
DHIA 



In the early years, the 
Farm Advisor met with 
the dairyman to help with 
herd improvement.



A tester proud of the “latest technology” both in horseless carriage 
and milk sample processing.     Source DHIA pictures



A tester sampling milk with a bucket technology…what a short time 
to go from a bucket to a lap-top!  Source: DHIA pictures.



Agriculture 
Extension Agent



The Agriculture 
Extension Agent 
had to report his 
weekly activities.  

On December 
11th, he visited 
A.L. Harris  in 
Ducor to address 
issues on feeding 
cattle.



The Agriculture 
Extension Agent 
provided information 
on nutritional values 
of feedstuffs in the 
Annual Book of 
DHIA-1928.



Growers checking the cylinder type of shredding machine by Noble 
at Orosi. Source: Alan George  







The Agriculture Extension Agent during an irrigation 
demonstration.  Source: Alan George  



The Agriculture Extension Agent lecturing on gopher killing in 
Pixley (1920). Source: Alan George  



DHIA 
Annual Book 

1928





Source: Annual Report, 1928.



Source:Annual Report, 1928.





Harvesting



Horse teams provided the power for plowing and harvesting on the 
Brown and Brown dairy. Source:  Danish Creamery Association.



Frank Brown and helpers gather hay for the cows. 
Source:  Danish Creamery Association.



Harvesting grain east of Strathmore.  It took many horses and mules 
to pull the huge harvesters. Source: “Land of Tules” by Annie Mitchell.



Harvesting wheat in the Tulare Lake Bed -1915.
Source:  “A Town Call Tulare” by Derryl A. Dumermuth.



The Berry steam harvester was invented by George Stockton Berry 
in 1885.  He used it on his ranch near Lindsay. The harvester was 
the first self-propelled farm machine and was the forerunner of 
tractors and tanks.  Source: “Land of Tules” by Annie Mitchell.



Field corn or sorghum harvester.  Mc Deering track layer tractor.
Source: Alan George, Norm Phillips and Wayne Collins. 



Soil ripper. Source: Alan George, Norm Phillips and Wayne Collins. 



Mule team. Harvesting sorghum for silage. 
Source: Alan George, Norm Phillips and Wayne Collins. 



Harvesting sorghum for silage. 
Source: Alan George, Norm Phillips and Wayne Collins. 



Mules in the silage pit.  Source: Alan George 



Source: Alan George, Norm Phillips and Wayne Collins. 



Blowing silage into pit for storage.  
Source: Alan George, Norm Phillips and Wayne Collins. 



Blowing silage into the pit.  
Source: Alan George, Norm Phillips and Wayne Collins. 



Stacked grain was taken to warehouses where it could be shipped by 
railroad to market.  This shows men unloading grain at the Ducor 
Warehouse. Source: “Land of Tules” by Annie Mitchell.



Food was cooked 
in a cookhouse 
which could be 
pulled wherever 
men were working 
in the grain field  
in order to save 
time for the 
harvest crew.
Source: “Land of 
Tules” by Annie 
Mitchell.



Other Issues



The multitude of rabbits native to the valley dined on tender shoots in the 
fields making it necessary to eliminate as many as possible.  They 
transmitted a disease named Tularemia or rabbit fever. Source:  “A Town 
Call Tulare” by Derryl A. Dumermut.



Inspecting artesian wells south of Tulare. Early 1900’s photo.
Source:  “A Town Called Tulare” by Derryl A. Dumermuth.



There were also dairy laws 
back then (1929).

Dairy Products constitute the most fundamental 
food of mankind, also they are the most 
perishable.  Consequently a special code of 
laws, rules and regulations, federal,  state and 
municipal intended to safeguard the 
production, manufacture and  distribution of 
this important class of food , has been 
reformulated…



The End
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