
This 8-acre 2006 planting of Nonpareil/Fritz 

(75/25) compares three production 

systems; Conventional, Transitional and 

Organic. The conventional trees are 

farmed with typical production practices. 

The transitional trees were farmed 

conventionally for 3 seasons and then 

converted in 9/1/08 to organic practices.  

The organic  trees are produced using 

USDA organic and CCOF standards.  

Weed control and nitrogen fertility have 

been the most challenging issues in the 

organic system.







Subsurface drip irrigation at harvest



The high percentage 

Nonpareil planting 

will limit the brown 

rot susceptibility of 

the overall planting 

as Nonpareil shows 

some tolerance to 

Monilinia laxa, while 

the Fritz variety is 

highly fruitful and a 

leading single 

pollinizer for 

Nonpareil. 



Subsurface drip irrigation at harvest

The surface drip system was replaced in October 2007 with a dual line 
subsurface drip to reduce weed growth, seed emergence and weed control 
costs. This has reduced propane flaming expenses significantly. 








