SCOTCH THISTLE CONTROL with HERBICIDES APPLIED AT THE ROSETTE AND BOLTING STAGE


In the spring of 2007 we established a Scotch Thistle control plot near Canby in Modoc County.

We applied 25 herbicide treatments at varying rates: 15 at the rosette (low growing cluster of leaves near the ground) stage (May 8th) and 10 at bolting  (when the flower stalks elongate from the rosette) (June 19th).  The primary chemical used was Milestone (aminopyralid), a selective herbicide from Dow Agro Sciences that was recently registered in California.  This compound was compared with standards such as Banvel+ 2,4-D,  Transline, and Telar.
The plots were evaluated three times: June 19th, July 12th, and August 21st.  In the first evaluation after treatment, plots were rated for foliage burndown (browning of the leaves and stems).  In later evaluations, plots were rated for control, both of foliage and seedhead production.

In rosette-stage applications, Milestone treatments tended to take 2 to 3 months to achieve full control.  Milestone gave foliage control of 95% at the highest rate, (7oz/ac).  Telar (chlorsulfuron; 1oz/ac) alone and all mixes with 2,4-D (32oz/ac) , gave excellent control of 95% or higher.  All treatments except for low rates of Milestone (less than 5oz/ac) gave greater than 95% suppression of seedheads. 
None of the bolting-stage treatments gave outstanding results, although Telar + 2,4-D, (1+32oz/ac) and Banvel + 2,4-D (8+32 oz/ac) produced control of 85 to 95%.  If you would like to review a complete table of all the results please contact Don Lancaster at the Modoc County Farm Advisors office or Rob Wilson at the Lassen County Farm Advisors office.
Commercial companies and products are mentioned in this article solely for the purpose of providing specific information.  Mention of a company or product does not constitute an endorsement over products of other companies.
