Early Crop Moisture
Typically March 25th is when rapid plant growth and measurable soil water use begins in our area.  The term used to describe this is break dormancy.  It is a good idea to determine the level of soil moisture in your crop’s root zone before break dormancy.  Sampling several locations in a field with a soil auger and using the feel method is an excellent way to determine soil moisture level.  The feel method involves squeezing augered soil samples in your hand and determining estimated soil moisture qualitatively. 

If your root zone soil is not full of water, an irrigation should be scheduled at break dormancy or soon after.  Optimum plant growth is assured by avoiding water stress.  This is especially true at the beginning of the season as plant stress tends to be additive and forage plants grow more efficiently during their first crop cycle.

For more information, stop by at our office at 804 W. 12th St. Alturas or call 530-233-4137.

