Ten Tips for Landscaping for Wildlife
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All these tips are of value to wildlife, so they are presented in random order.

1. Limit the Amount of Lawn: Grass offers very little food or cover for wildlife. By reducing the amount of mowed lawn around your house, especially in areas of low traffic, you will be creating shelter and food for many animal species. 

2. Increase Vertical Layering: Increasing plant structure between the ground and the tree canopy is called "vertical layering." Planting a variety of vegetation in different sizes and heights provides more cover and feeding opportunities for wildlife species. Clumps (or islands) of native vegetation with plants of different heights are best. 

3. Provide Snags and Brush Piles: As trees become diseased or die, consider leaving them standing as "snags" for wildlife that use them for feeding and nesting, such as woodpeckers. 

4. Provide Water: Water is an essential part of productive wildlife habitats and wildlife will benefit from any water source you provide, such as a birdbath or small pond. 

5. Plant Native Vegetation: Use NATIVE plant species in your yard whenever possible. Landscaping with plants that are native, provides better food and cover for native wildlife than do non-natives, and require less care and resources to maintain. Also, be sure that plants you choose are low maintenance and require little water once they are established.

6. Provide Bird/Bat Houses and Bird Feeders: Adding birdfeeders of different designs or with different seeds may increase the diversity of birds you can attract to your yard. Adding birdhouses (nest boxes) and bat houses in your yard will provide nesting and roosting shelter for wildlife. 

7. Remove Invasive Exotic Plants: Invasive-exotic plants aggressively take over natural habitats and can replace all the native vegetation. What we do in our individual yards can affect areas far beyond our yards. Once established, these non-native plants destroy wildlife habitat, resulting in areas with fewer plant species and fewer feeding and cover opportunities for wildlife. 

8. Manage Pets: Both cats and dogs can drastically impact wildlife. Cats are extremely good hunters and it is estimated they kill millions of birds and small mammals each year and can be especially problematic if you are attracting wildlife to your yard. 

9. Reduce Pesticide Use: Anything you can do to reduce pesticide use in your yard will benefit wildlife. Most pesticides do not target one species or pest, but anything that comes into contact with it.

10. Expand the Scale of Habitat: The required habitat for many species is much larger than what you could provide within your yard. Consider speaking with your neighbors about creating larger wildlife habitat patches by landscaping together to provide food plants and other features that wildlife seek. 

