Drought Strategies for Feeding Beef Cattle and Sheep

Droughts are an unfortunate reality
in California and will occur in the
future just as they have in the past.
Because no two droughts are the same,
however, there is no one prescribed
method for managing the feeding of
beef cattle or sheep during a drought
period.

The least-cost course of action may
be a high grain diet. Barley, comn,
milo, oats, and wheat are energy-rich
feeds of comparable nutritive value for
the purpose of drought feeding. They
contain protein adequate to meet the
requirements of most classes of livestock
except young calvesand lambs. Grains,
however, are low in calcium, so a
calciumsource such as limestone should
be fed with high grain diets.

Grain consumed to excessorintroduced
too rapidly can cause sickness and even
death.

A change from one grain to another
must be done carefully to prevent
digestive disturbances. The change
should be made gradually by mixing
the old and new grain and substituting
completely over a 7- to 14-day period.

All grains are more digestible for
beef cattle if coarsely ground, although
barley, oats, and wheat give satisfactory
results when fed whole. There is no
advantage to grinding grain for sheep.

Livestock must be introduced to
high-grain diets gradually. Before

introducing any grain at all, the stock
should be fed on hay for several days so
that they become filled up. Rations
containing separate grain, roughage,
and minerals can then be introduced in
the proportions shown in table 1. See
table 2 for the breakdown of the
ingredients. Adequate hay should be
fed and grain gradually increased
according to the proportions given in
table 2.

University of California Cooperative
Extension livestock farm advisors can
provide information on Taurus, a
computer software program designed
to formulate drought rations.
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