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AUTHORS’ PREFACE

This manual represents the author’s opinions, which have evolved over the years through their
experiences with the use of wood products in construction. These opinions often are not the
result of research or studies conducted in a scientific sense but rather are formulated from
many different sources. They include their interpretations of not only their own investigations
and analyses and the technical literature but in addition, they have selected from and
incorporated portions of the comments of other experts, industry literature, homeowner reports,
and other sources. Thus, the reader should not consider the statements and positions as more
than opinions based on a compilation of experiences. They are our best efforts to stimulate
open discussion of performance problems in wood structures and provide our best judgement
of how the designer may reduce these problems. Our ultimate objective is to extend useful
life and at the same time reduce maintenance requirements of wood in structures.

Readers will find that many details presented in this manual disagree with what is considered
as standard detailing. This is usually intentional. The authors believe that standard architectural
references on this subject are out of date, and that many manufacturers’ recommendations as
set forth in product literatures are too sales oriented and often not supported by testing and
experience. Recommendations by many of these sources are inadequate, and not worth “a pinch
of salt," resulting in many unnecessary early failures. The authors will present design concepts
they believe will avoid many premature failure problems. If these ideas simply cause the
designer to stop and think, this manual is a success. Although their use may not guarantee
extended performance, following these concepts should greatly reduce the designer’s risk.

WOOD: Detailing for Performance has been written without reference to any particular
building code or set of requirements. When our recommendations differ from the requirements
of the applicable code, the designer should discuss and clarify these differences with the local
building official. There has been no intent, in preparation of this manual, to make

recommendations regarding structural design. These are more than adequately covered in many
other documents.
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