


















REQUIREMENTS AND SAMPLES 



LEVEL 1 

 REQUIREMENTS 

AND SAMPLES 



REQUIREMENTS
LEVEL 1 

Class   Description 
Written / Oral Exam Questions covering the parts of the horse, saddle, bridle, safety, 

breeds colors, grooming tools and techniques, basic trail 
rules/safety, riding aids, basic first aid, basic feeds and nutrition, 
disciplines, and horse markings. 

Stations Stations will consist of 5-10 stations with five to ten items to 
identify in 20 minutes.  Topics may include tack types and parts of 
tack, colors, grooming tools, breeds, parts of the horse, first aid 
equipment, and basic feed identification. 

Showmanship  May be completed either Western or English.  See general 
guidelines for attire and equipment needed. 

Equitation May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed. 

Trail May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed.  Obstacles may include a gate, 
bridge, back through, poles to walk or jog over. Course will be 
ridden at the walk and jog. 





































LEVEL 2 

 REQUIREMENTS 

AND SAMPLES 



REQUIREMENTS
LEVEL 2 

Class   Description 
Written / Oral Exam Questions covering the parts of the horse, hoof care, parts of the 

hoof, parts of the skeletal and digestive systems, basic health care, 
breeds, breed characteristics and registries, color patterns, gaits and 
footfalls, feeds and forages, basic nutrition, basic diseases and 
symptoms, discipline rules, basic stable management and basic 
first aid. 

Stations Stations will consist of 5-10 stations with five to ten items to 
identify in 20 minutes.  Topics may include saddle types and parts 
of tack, breeds, color patterns, skeletal, digestive, conformation, 
equipment for different disciplines, feeds and forages, nutrition, 
diseases and symptoms, stable management, and first aid. 

Showmanship  May be completed either Western or English.  See general 
guidelines for attire and equipment needed. 

Equitation May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed. 

Trail May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed.  Obstacles may include a gate, 
bridge, back through, poles to jog or lope over. Credit will be lost 
for a refusal or if contact is lost with the gate. 

































LEVEL 3 

 REQUIREMENTS 

AND SAMPLES 



REQUIREMENTS
LEVEL 3 

Class   Description 
Written / Oral Exam Questions covering parts of the skeletal and digestive systems, 

breed origins, feeds and forages, nutrition and diseases, horse 
behavior and instincts, horse senses, bits and bitting, additional 
tack and equipment, discipline tack, harvesting feeds, poisonous 
plants, age based on teeth, housing and fencing needs, parasites, 
muscular system, breed influences, different types of jumps, trail 
obstacles, gymkhana equipment, first aid, and trailering. 

Stations Stations will consist of 5-10 stations with five to ten items to 
identify in 20 minutes.  Topics may include tack identification, 
horse shoe types, tools and equipment, grains and forages, ages of 
equine based on teeth, poisonous plants, fencing and bedding, 
muscular system, digestive parts, skeletal system, breed origins, 
and breed influences.

Showmanship May be completed either Western or English.  See general 
guidelines for attire and equipment needed. 

Equitation May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed. 

Trail May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed.  Obstacles may include a gate, 
bridge, back through, side pass, poles to jog or lope over. Credit 
will be lost for a refusal or if contact is lost with the gate. 































LEVEL 4 

 REQUIREMENTS 

AND SAMPLES 



REQUIREMENTS
LEVEL 4 

Class   Description 
Written / Oral Exam Questions covering topics on unsoundness, blemishes, horse 

behavior problems, conformation vs. movement, lower leg and 
internal hoof parts, breed influences, skeletal and muscular 
systems, parts of various organs, training and tack, teeth, feeds and 
their nutrients, wounds and treatment, poisonous plants and 
symptoms, external and internal parasites, and diseases. 

Stations Stations will consist of 5-10 stations with five to ten items to 
identify in 20 minutes.  Topics may include training tack 
identification, horse shoe types, tools and equipment, grains and 
forages, ages of equine based on teeth, poisonous plants, 
unsoundnesses and blemishes, external/internal parasites, 
conformation, types of wounds and treatment, muscular system, 
organs, skeletal system, breed influences and basic genetics.   

Showmanship May be completed either Western or English.  See general 
guidelines for attire and equipment needed. 

Equitation May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed. 

Trail May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed.  Obstacles may include a gate, 
bridge, back through, side pass, poles to jog or lope over. Credit 
will be lost for a refusal or if contact is lost with the gate. 

Presentation Presentations should be 8-11 minutes in length and can either be a 
demonstration, illustrated talk, or a speech.  The member may 
choose any topic from the horse industry.  Presentations will be 
given at Horsemastership.  All presentations will be judged based 
on standard 4-H presentation scoring. 

Judging The member will judge 4 showmanship handlers, place them, and 
provide reasons for their placings to the judge. 

Additional Requirements: Prior to Horsemastership, member will need to participate 
in at least one horse related educational event or their choosing.
Proof of participation will be submitted either with the member’s 
entry or at the time of check-in. 









SAN DIEGO COUNTY LEARNING DAY 
LEVEL 4 

 
1. What are the Bronchi (Bronchial Tubes)? 

a. Tubes connecting the uterus to the ovaries 
b. Airway tubes connecting the trachea to both lungs 
c. Tubes found within the hoof between the hoof wall and coffin bone 
d. Tube found within the heart 

 
2. Lab tests showing high levels of potassium can indicate what disease? 

a. Diabetes 
b. Founder 
c. Big head disease 
d. HYPP ( Hyperkalemic Periodic Paralysis) 

 
3. Which infectious disease in horses cannot be vaccinated for? 

a. Rhino 
b. Equine infectious anemia (EIA) 
c. Equine viral arteritis (EVA) 
d. Equine encephalomyelitis 

 
4. The horse’s skeleton is composed of how many bones? 
 

A. 175 
B. 200 
C. 205 
D. 220 
 

5. How many pairs of ribs does a horse have? 
 

A. 12 
B. 18 
C. 22 
D. 25 

 
6. When a horse hits the hind coronet band with his front toe it is called what? 
 

A. Forging 
B. Winging 
C. Balding 
D. Scalping 

 
7. When measuring the heart girth, where is the top of the tape located? 

A. Behind the withers 
B. In front of the withers 
C. Point of the shoulder 
D. Point of the elbow 

 



 
8. Where would you find a corneal ulcer? 

 
A. In the small intestine 
B. In the stomach 
C. In the cecum 
D. In the eye 

 
9. Name one element that is lost when a horse salivates excessively? 
 

A. Sodium 
B. Niacin 
C. Manganese 
D. Molybdenum 

 
10. Where are minerals primarily digested and absorbed in a horse’s digestive tract? 
 

A. Stomach 
B. Cecum 
C. Small Intestine 
D. Large Intestine 

 
11. When legumes are allowed to mature from 1st bloom to full bloom before harvest 

– what percentage of protein is lost? 
 

A. 10% 
B. 25% 
C. 50% 
D. 75% 

 
12. How long does it take for a sage poisoned horse to recover? 
 

A. 1-2 days 
B. 1-2 weeks 
C. 2-4 days 
D. 2-4 weeks 
E. Never, it is fatal 

 
13. Which part of avocadoes are poisonous to a horse? 
 

A. Pit 
B. Leaves 
C. The fruit part 
D. All of the above 
E. None of the above 

 
 



 
14. What is the name of the type of feed that is high in fiber and low in digestible 

energy? 
 

A. Water 
B. Grain 
C. Roughage 
D. Hay replacers 

 
15. Where are stools formed?   
 

a. In the small colon 
b. In the stomach 
c. In the large colon 
d. In the cecum 

 
16. What is the maximum heart rate in horses? 

a. 230 beats per minute 
b. 200 beats per minute 
c. 185 beats per minute 
d. 155 beats per minute 

 
17. Which identifies four unsoundnesses or blemishes in the head area? 

a. Blindness, moon blindness, parrot mouth or undershot jaw, wobblers 
b. Blindness, wobblers, poll evil, lock jaw 
c. Wobblers, poll evil, overbite, broken crest 
d. None of the above 

 
18. What part of the hoof does gravel usually penetrate? 

a. The white line or junction of the sole and wall  
b. The coronet band 
c. The frog 
d. The bars 

 
19. What is another name for buck kneed?   

a. Over at the knee 
b. Knock-kneed 
c. Calf-kneed 
d. Back at the knee 

 
20. What holds bones together? 

a. Ligaments 
b. Tendons 
c. Muscles 
d. String 

 



 
21. Where do Endo-parasites live? 

a. Outside the body 
b. Inside the body 
c. On the body 
d. Both in and out of the body 

 
22. When schooling in an arena, which hand carries the whip? 

a. Left 
b. Right  
c. Either 
d. Neither 

 
23. When using a double bridle, which goes in first and 

sits higher in the mouth, the curb bit or the snaffle? 
a. The curb bit 
b. The snaffle bit 
c. It doesn’t matter 
d. Neither, both bits are the same 

 
24. Where does the Azteca originate? 

a. Central America 
b. Mexico 
c. Columbia 
d. Brazil 

 
25. Where does the Paso Fino originate? 

a. Spain 
b. Brazil 
c. Peru 
d. Mexico 
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AND SAMPLES 



REQUIREMENTS
LEVEL 5 

Class   Description 
Written / Oral Exam Questions covering topics on breeding terms, reproductive system, 

conformation vs. selection/suitability, poisonous 
plants/symptoms/treatments, genetics, parts of various organs, 
foaling positions, fetus development, circulatory system, breeds and 
genetics, gaits vs. breeds, teeth, barn shapes, medications vs. use, 
nutrition and balancing feed rations, and immunizations. 

Stations Stations will consist of 15 stations with ten items to identify in 25 
minutes.  Topics may include muscles, the eye, the ear, foaling 
positions and fetus development, equipment, circulatory system, first 
aid, organs, breed diseases/genetics/symptoms, feeds, skeletal, 
reproductive system, gaits vs. breeds, barn shapes, medication vs. 
use, and teeth. 

Showmanship May be completed either Western or English.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed. 

Equitation May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines for 
attire and equipment needed. 

Trail May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines for 
attire and equipment needed.  Obstacles may include a gate, bridge, 
back through, side pass, poles to jog or lope over. Credit will be lost 
for a refusal or if contact is lost with the gate. 

Presentation Presentations should be 8-11 minutes in length and can either be a 
demonstration, illustrated talk, or a speech.  The member may choose 
any topic from the areas of training, showing or ethics in the horse 
industry.  Presentations will be given at Horsemastership.  All 
presentations will be judged based on standard 4-H presentation 
scoring.

Judging The member will judge 4 halter horses and 4 equitation riders, place 
them, and provide reasons for their placings to the judge. 

Additional Requirements: 1. Member can choose to write a 300 word or more paper 
with supporting evidence on a horse industry topic of your choice 
OR be a Junior Leader in the 4-H Horse project OR assist an event 
manager at an equine educational event prior to Horsemastership.  
The paper or proof of Junior Leadership / educational event 
assistance can be submitted with the member’s entry or at time of 
check-in.

 2. Participate in at least two horse related educational events 
prior to Horsemastership.  Proof of participation can be submitted 
either with the member’s entry or at time of check-in. 



LEVEL 6 

 REQUIREMENTS 

AND SAMPLES 



REQUIREMENTS
LEVEL 6 

Class   Description 
Written / Oral Exam Questions covering topics on the horse’s skull, nervous system, 

bone construction, genetics, feed nutrients, medication and feed 
labels, breed showing standards, and training. 

Stations Stations will consist of 20 stations with ten items to identify in 40 
minutes.  Topics may include nervous system, the skull, bone 
construction, skin/hair construction, wounds and first aid, 
nutritional diseases, genetics, feed nutrients, medication and feed 
labels, breed vs. characteristics, conformation vs. use, barn vs. 
function, muscles, breed showing standards and equipment, feed 
preparation and harvesting methods. 

Showmanship May be completed either Western or English.  See general 
guidelines for attire and equipment needed. 

Equitation May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed. 

Trail May be ridden either English or Western.  See general guidelines 
for attire and equipment needed.  Obstacles may include a gate, 
bridge, back through, side pass, poles to jog or lope over. Credit 
will be lost for a refusal or if contact is lost with the gate. 

Additional Requirements: 1. Write a 500 word or more paper with supporting 
evidence on one of the following topics: horses and their uses, 
careers in the horse industry, ethics in the horse industry, famous 
people and their horses, or famous horses.  Paper will be submitted 
with the member’s entry or at time of check-in. 

 2. Participate in at least three horse related educational 
events prior to Horsemastership.  Proof of participation can be 
submitted either with the member’s entry or at time of check-in. 

 3. Choose one of the following:  talk or demonstration on 
how to work with a young horse and teach it basic riding cues OR 
be a Teen Leader in the 4-H Horse project. 

 4. Be the event manager for a horse related educational 
event of your choosing.  There will be an adult advisor to work 
with the member. 










