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How bad is this year?
Likelihood of being saved?

SFREC production clipping
• Current through February production = 98 lbs/acre
• Average is 515 lbs/acre

• Lowest ever recorded since clipping began in 1998

• Closest 2nd was 1990-91 with 162 lbs/acre
– That was the “Miracle March” year
– Ended up with 86% of normal total forage production

BOTTOM LINE…ODDS ARE THIS WILL BE A POOR 
YEAR



Point of the presentation

• Not to tell you what you should do
• Consider the costs of supplementing
• Consider the value of the current market for 
culling

• Assist you in making your decisions



• UC Peer 
Reviewed

• 18 pages 
• Online 

http://anrcatalog.ucdavi
s.edu/pdf/8079.pdf

• See handout for other 
feeds description

http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/pdf/8079.pdf
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/pdf/8079.pdf


Shells with Hulls              Hulls 

Shell

Just for consideration
passing this around



Options to supplement
Feed $/ton truckload

Concentrates
Rolled corn $230
Cottonseed $545
Oat grain $350
Soybean meal $593
Canola $455
Rice bran $250
Almond hulls $155
Rolled barley $290
Corn gluten $340
Distillers grains $342
Canola $455

Feed
$/ton

Roughages 
Alfalfa  $230 
Oat hay  $230 
Rice straw  $70 
Wheat straw  $100 



Cost per lb of nutrient

• Think of supplements in terms of $/lb of 
protein (CP) or energy (TDN)

• i.e.
– Corn at $230 per ton – 89% TDN
– Alfalfa at $230 per ton – 60% TDN, but CP and Ca
– See handout for specifics on feeds i.e. feed ramp‐
up etc.

– Taurus ration program can help calculate for you



Calving cow examples

• 1,200 lb cow at calving
• A maximum of 20% DM of diet from fall type 
feed

• Just maintaining, no added gain
• Your situation may vary, contact us if you want 
to input your specifics

• In this case range is put in as a cost of $0



Example least cost ration

With a >2 ton order grain would be premixed



What if grain is not an option

• Again, 20% of diet DM can be range
• Options included – Remember just an ex.

– Oat hay $230
– Alfalfa $230
– Rice straw $70
– Wheat straw $100



Roughage only ration





What about a weaned calf

• Same as before 20% of diet from range
• ADG calculated by the cheapest cost per lb of 
gain

• Starting at a weight of 400 lbs



Weaned calf ration



Costs of gain with grain included



Cost of gain without grain



Cost of gain without grain



Consider

• This is just a computer program
– It is as good as the assumptions entered
– Consider time to acclimate cattle to ration!
– Consider the infrastructure to feed grain rations
– Consider the range intake variable

• Maybe you are none or you are more
– Everyone is different here





Growing Cattle‐GRAIN RATION

What are they worth?

Wt
Each 
(cwt) Unit

Total 
Hd or 
Units

Price or
Cost/Uni
t

 

Total Value

Steer Calves 4.00 head 1
$ 

235.00 $        940.00 

Steer Calves 5.00 head 1
$ 

202.00 $     1,010.00 
Change in Value $          70.00 

Feed Cost

Grain Ration- 2.15 adg, $1.41/day days 46
$ 

1.41 $          64.86 

Return over cost $            5.14 



Growing Cattle‐NO GRAIN RATION

What are they worth?
Weight Each
(cwt)

 
Unit

Total 
Hd or
Units

 Price or 
Cost/UnitTotal Value

Steer Calves 4.00head 1 $ 235.00 $    940.00 
Steer Calves 5.00head 1 $ 202.00 $ 1,010.00 
Change in Value $      70.00 

Feed Cost
No Grain Ration- 0.80 adg, $1.17/day days 125 $     1.17 $    146.25 

Return over cost $    (76.25)



Looking at Maintaining Dry Cows

Feed Type Size Cow Days Cost/Day Cost/Period
Dry Cows-No 
Grain 1250 30 $       2.56 $        76.80 
Dry Cows-Grain 1250 30 $       1.27 $        38.10 

Feed Type Size Cow Days Cost/Day Cost/Period
Dry Cows‐No Grain 1250 60 $      2.56  $      153.60 
Dry Cows‐Grain 1250 60 $      1.27  $        76.20 



Typical Current Growth & Residue Decline
California Annual Grassland
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Irrigation system



Final Thoughts‐subject to change 
with the weather…

1. Irrigation water and summer pasture/range will likely 
be short

2. Think hard about weaning calves early-dry cows take 
less feed—can maybe hold on longer (until it rains)

3. Watch costs closely—make sure you understand the 
pros and cons of “weird feeds.”

4. Talk to your accountant before you get out of your 
cows
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