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Sonoma Organic Growers 

• 18,503 acres – 3rd in the state 

• 191 growers – 3rd in the state 

• $44 million in sales – 4th in the state 

• Small-scale – 65% < $100,000 gross 

2012 



Cider Goes Trendy  

SJ Mercury News 2-2015 



Lets start a ―Name Trend‖ 
Apple Juice Apple Cider 

NOT Cidre 



$ 500 million in USA   

ALSO:  

 

Huge industry 

in England, 

France, & 

Spain 

Craft Beer ―categories‖ 

(Chicago Cider Summit) 

#1 – IPA 

#2 – Cider 

#3 - ???? 



Emerging Industry  

351 Cider Makers in USA 

 

40 in Oregon 

 

10 in Washington 

 

? in Sonoma County 

NOVEMBER 2014 



Local Cideries  

1. Ace Cider 

2. Sonoma Cider 

3. Devoto Cider 

4. Tilted Shed Cider 

5. Boonville Cider 

6. Drew Winery 

7. Troy Cider 

8. CA Cider House 

9. Specific Gravity 

10.Murray’s 

11.Apple Garden 

 

PD 1-11-2015 John Burgess 



Information on making Cider 



Wine and Brewing Courses 



Beer and Cider Marketing (Business)  



CA Association  



Juicy Market (PD article 1-11-2015)  

PD 1-11-2015 John Burgess 



Top 14 US Cider Brands ($) 

PD 1-11-2015 John Burgess 

1.   Angry Orchard – Boston Beer Co: $208.1 million 

2.   Woodchuck – C&C Group:$38.3 million 

3.   Johnny Cider – Anheuser-Busch: $20.7 million 

4.   Smith and Forge – Miller-Coors $19.6 million 

5.   Strongbow – Heineken USA: $15.2 million 

6.   Stella Artois Cidre – Anheuser-Busch: $11.9 million 

7.   Crispin – Miller Coors: $8.4 million 

8.   Michelob Cider - Anheuser-Busch: $7.5 million 

9.   Hornsby’s – C&C Group: $6.3 million 

10. Bold Rock – Bold Rock: $2.5 million 

11. Magners – C&C Group: $2.4 million 

12. Wyders – C&C Group: $2.2 million 

13. Ciderboys – Ciderboys: $2.2 million 

14. Ace – California Cider Co: $2.2 million 
 





Not-So-Top Rated Hard Ciders 
July 7 – 2014 ciderjournal.com 

 





Top Rated Hard Ciders 
Posted February 9, 2015 - -  http://ciderjournal.com 

 

Carlton Cyderworks Citizen Cider - 4.5 STARS 

2013 Tilted Shed Ciderworks Lost Orchard Cider – 4.5 STARS 

2013 Tilted Shed Ciderworks Barred Rock Cider – 4.5 STARS 

South Hill Cider Company Soundpost Cider – 4.5 STARS 

Eden Sparkling Dry Cider – 4 STARS 

Bereziartua Sagardoak Basque Cider – 4 STARS 

2012 Wandering Aengus “Wanderlust” Cider – 4 STARS 

Blue Mountain Cider Company Oregonian - 4 STARS 

Westcott Bay Traditional Dry Cider - 4 STARS 

Westcott Bay Semi Dry Cider – 4 STARS 

Albemarle Ciderworks Red Hill – 4 STARS 

Albemarle Ciderworks Jupiter’s Legacy – 4 STARS 

Sea Cider Kings and Spies Hard Cider – 4 STARS 

http://ciderjournal.com/review/carlton-cyderworks-citizen-cider/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/2013-tilted-shed-ciderworks-lost-orchard-cider/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/2013-tilted-shed-ciderworks-barred-rock-barrel-aged-cider/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/south-hill-cider-company-soundpost-cider/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/eden-sparkling-dry-cider/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/bereziartua-sagardoak-basque-cider/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/2012-wandering-aengus-wanderlust-cider/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/blue-mountain-cider-company-oregonian/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/blue-mountain-cider-company-oregonian/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/westcott-bay-traditional-dry-cider/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/westcott-bay-semi-dry-cider/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/albemarle-ciderworks-red-hill/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/abermarle-ciderworks-jupiters-legacy/
http://ciderjournal.com/review/sea-cider-kings-spies-hard-cider/


Cider Reviews 
Wine-like (made from cider apples) 

 

• Color: light amber/orange, clear 

• Bubbles: short bust of short-lived bubbles 

• Aroma: pure and direct and fresh - ripe, bright apple - 

great intensity + orange peel, cinnamon and a hint of 

yeastiness 

• Body: medium - great deal of texture from tannin and 

acidity + little or no weight is derived from sugar and the 

sparkle is apparent, but minimal 

• Flavor: intense and deep - fresh apple – slightly cooked + 

a hint of bitter like shaven apple peels + citrus + woody 

note with the tannin 

• Finish: long, lingering.  

• Alcohol: 8.6%  



Not-So-Top Rated Hard Ciders 
July 7 – 2014 ciderjournal.com 

• Angry Orchard Crisp Apple Hard Cider 1.5 STARS 

• Appeltreow Winery Sparkling Perry 2.5 STARS 

• Argus Cidery 2012 Idalou Brut Sparkling Cider 3 STARS 

• Crispin ―The Saint‖ Artisanal Reserve Cider 3 STARS 

• Foggy Ridge First Fruit Hard Cider 3.5 STARS 

• Foggy Ridge Sweet Stayman Hard Cider 4 STARS 

• J K’s Scrumpy Cider — Orchard Gate Gold 2.5 STARS 

• Newton’s Folly Authentic Cider 1.5 STARS 

• Woodchuck Farmhouse Select Original 91 Hard Cider 1.5 

STARS 



Cider Reviews 
Beer-like Product (Angry Orchard) 

 

• Color: Golden colored  

• Bubbles: noticeable carbonation that hits like a brick. 

• Aroma: ripe apple, Mott’s apple juice one-dimensional  

• Body: somewhat light bodied 

• Flavor: dominated by heavy amounts of residual sugar, 

citrus and a prominent stewy/apple sauce component + 

nothing bitter or sharp + spitting image of Jolly Rancher 

Green Apple candy liquified  

• Alcohol: 5.0%  

Angry Orchard will be responsible for 

introducing many people to cider in the 

United States  



Retail Prices of Ciders 

Beer-like 

• $ 6-10  - six pack 

• $ 10 -14.00 - 22 oz. bottle 

 

Wine-like 

• $ 15 - $30 – 22 oz. bottle 

• $15 – 375 ml bottle 



Price for apples & juice            
125-150 gallons of juice/ton fruit 

Beer-like – dessert apples 

• $ 150-450/ton 

• $ 1-3/gallon for juice 

Wine-like – cider apples 

• $ 700 – 1,200/ton  

• $6 to 8/gallon for juice  





Apple Prices to Growers  

$ 800/ton 



The Specialness of Sonoma 
• Natural beauty - diversity 

• Climate 

• Good soils 

• Water  

• Clean air 

• High quality                   

wine 

• Diversity of          

products 

 



What makes wine so good 

• Warm days – cool nights 

• Matching variety with growing region 

• Vigor management (rootstock, training 

system, water management, etc.) 

 



California    Cold          
 Ocean 
Current 

S.F. 

L.A. 

42ºN 

33ºN 

  Sonoma 

County 

influenced 

by fog 

pattern  
  



Great reputation for quality 

Sonoma County Wines are 

Special 



Wine grapes are profitable 

because we do it right 

• The perfect blend of fog and sunshine 

• Cultivar- clone – rootstock 

• Spacing – training system - trellis 

• Water management – weed control 

• Pruning - leaf removal 

• Cluster thinning - shoot positioning 

• Disease prevention - insect control 

• Fertilization - mulching - cover crop 

• Bird control - harvest timing –  

• Fruit handling – fermentation – winemaking 



Very Special Foods 



Excellent Milk 



Specialty Cheeses 



Great Tasting Tomatoes 



Great Tasting Berries 



Spicy Olive Oil  



Vibrant Cut Flowers 



Crops Lost since 1940-50 
• Prunes: 20,000 acres worth $6 million 

• Hops: 2,800 acres worth $2 million  

• Walnuts: 1,100 acres worth $800,000 

• Pears: 3,000 acres worth $630,000 

• Cherries: 1,000 acres worth $624,000 

• Berries: 670 acres worth $178,000 

• Peaches: 200 acres 

• Kiwi: 44 acres 

• Figs: 13 acres 

 



Sonoma County Prunes 



Marichino Cherries 



Hops 



Can beer labeled with ―Locally 

Grown Hops‖ sell at a high 

enough price to make a profit?  

OR . . . .  

If beer 

tastes 

better 

made from 

Sonoma 

County 

hops 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.beerbasics.com%2Fblog%2F2010%2F2%2F15%2Fa-taste-of-lagunitas-ipa.html&ei=SDfiVLHoKMW2oQTm14KgCg&bvm=bv.85970519,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHouB03fCwO7s9j8XtrY-IA8vLrrw&ust=1424197815814908
http://bearrepublic.com/bear-tracker/


Small Grains (locally grown) 



Salad Mix 



Declining Apple Industry 
• 1940: 13,875 acres - $574,643 

• $0.60-0.70/box fresh - - - $10/ton processed 

• Could raise a family of 4 on 10 acres 

• 1980:   8,306 acres - $55,061,600  

• $400/ton fresh packed = $3,120/acre 

• $135/ton @ 7.8 tons/acre = $1,053/acre 

2013:  2,155 acres 

• $5,828,600 

• 8.5 tons/acre 

• $317/ton 

• $2,704/acre 

 
 



Non Harvested Fruit 



Apples to Grapes 2004 



Apples to Grapes 2011 



Sonoma County Ag Commissioners  

2013 Crop Report Data 

3.5 x $ value 



History: Redwoods to Apples 



Dried Apples 



Apple Sauce & Juice 



Fresh Apple Industry 

25 packers to 1 







Fresh Apples & Looks 



Apple Marketing 



Dry farmed apples 



Water – Amount & Quality 



Production Comparison 

Irrigated Apples 

• 3 x 12 spacing 1,000/A 

• Bearing starts 2nd yr. 

• Cover crop row middles 

• Use 20 to 42 inches 

• Yields of 35-50 Tons/A 

• Specialty varieties @ 

$2,000 to $4,000/Ton 

Dry Farmed Apples 

• 12 x 24 spacing 150/A 

• Bearing starts 6th yr. 

• Tilled to save water 

• Use soil stored rain 

• Yields 8-15 Tons/A 

• Existing varieties @ 

$300 to $2,000/Ton 

$2,400 - $30,000/acre  $70,000 - $200,000/acre  



Irrigated semi-

dwarf yields   

40-60 tons/acre 

Irrigated 

standard yields 

50-63 tons/acre 



No doubt – flavor is better with 

dry farmed – deficit irrigated fruit 



SRJC Farm 


