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STEP 8: Install Irrigation

Think about how you are going to water your garden. How large is your garden? 
Small gardens can be managed by hand watering when school is in session. Who will 
water when school is out? A simple irrigation system on a timer can provide water 
when students cannot. There are several irrigation systems that are appropriate for 
school gardens.

•	 	If	the	school	garden	is	small	and	you	or	a	volunteer	will	water	it	by	hand	during	
the week and on weekends, a simple hose and water wand or watering cans 
will suffice. If no one will be available to water on weekends and holidays, 
however, an irrigation system with a timer will need to be purchased. Many 
irrigation systems are simple, inexpensive, and easy to install. For basic systems, 
you will need a water source near the garden. Local irrigation companies can 
work with you to customize the design and materials for the school vegetable 
garden. The most important component is the timer. A good timer may cost 
$30 to $150 but is worth the expense! For example, a simple irrigation system 
can involve just a timer attached to drip hoses or to a hose and water wand. 
Generally, you want to water 15 minutes twice a day when the transplants and 
seeds are first planted. Make sure the water softly hits the soil. Be careful so the 
water	doesn’t	disturb	the	seeds	or	wash	the	soil	off	of	them.	After	the	plants	
are established, the watering can be scaled back to about 30 minutes a day 
about three times a week -- unless there is a lot of rain, which would decrease 
the need for supplemental watering. A general rule of thumb is that most 
vegetables need 1 inch of water per week. 

 
•	 	If	you	do	not	plan	on	being	there	to	water	your	garden	on	weekends	and	

holidays, you should consider an irrigation system. Irrigation systems are 
simple and can be inexpensive and easy to install. For basic systems, you will 
need a hose outlet near your garden. Irrigation companies like PolyDrip can 
provide you the materials and design for your vegetable garden. A good timer 
may cost you $30 to $50 but is worth the expense! 

•	 See	Watering	Your	School	Garden	on	pages	26-27	for	more	information.
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Watering Your School Garden

Irrigation systems come in handy during the weekends, holidays and summer vacations when 
students and faculty generally are not at school. 

Your school garden can have a simple irrigation system, an elaborate one or a variety of possibilities 
in between. Your irrigation needs will depend on the size and shape of your garden beds. The 
different	types	of	irrigation	systems	are:

1. Drip hoses can be placed in all garden beds. 
The first drip hose attaches to the outdoor faucet and then connects to all 
other drip hoses. The timer should be placed between the faucet and first 
drip hose. Remember, when using this type of irrigation system, never shut 
off	the	water	at	the	faucet.	The	timer	will	prevent	the	water	from	flowing	
through the system when the irrigation is not set to run. 
 

2. Hoses with nozzle and sprinkler attachments can 
be used in a school garden. 
These are easy to use, but there are some disadvantages 
to this type of irrigation system. You must drag the hose 
and sprinkler out to the garden each time you water. 
Leaving it strung out across the school yard can be a 
trip hazard or may lead to it being mowed over with 
lawn	equipment.	It	is	a	cheap	and	effective	irrigation	
method, however.
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3. A riser system. 
A timer is connected to an outdoor faucet. From the timer, plastic hoses are 
laid throughout the beds. Risers with spray nozzles can be installed along 
the plastic hoses, as needed. Risers and nozzles usually screw into one 
another. The risers are connected to the plastic hoses by using a small tool 
(provided with the irrigation system equipment) to pop a hole in the plastic 
hose. The riser is then connected to the hole. Spray nozzles can spray in 
arrays from 360-degree to 90-degree angles. They also have varying spray 
diameters. You will need to sketch a drawing of your garden space with 
all dimensions before going to an irrigation supply store. Irrigation supply 
stores usually can design a quick irrigation system on the spot. 

4. In-ground, pop-up sprinkler systems also can be used in a 
vegetable garden. 
These systems are more difficult to install and require a professionally 
licensed person for installation. These generally are very reliable systems 
but can be costly. 
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