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Figure 4 - Comparative movement of water downward and 
outward in sandy and clay soils 
 Credit:  www.ext.colostate.edu/mg/gardennotes/213.html 

http://www.hcd.ca.gov/codes/shl/2007CPC_Graywater_Complete_2-2-10.pdf


 
 

 

Studies have shown that California native oaks may benefit from supplemental summer irrigation 

during prolonged drought even though they are relatively drought tolerant.  However, they are also 

easily over-irrigated leading to fungal diseases such as oak root fungus (Armillaria mellea) and 

crown rot (Phytophthora spp). Letting the soil dry out some between irrigations will help prevent 

these diseases. Water should be kept at least ten feet away from tree trunks and most should be 

applied in the outer two-thirds of the root zone which may extend two to three times beyond the 

canopy of the tree.   

Figure 5 - A 3-inch layer of wood chip mulch conserves water, reduces weeds 
and water runoff. Photo credit: Gabriel Frank, www.gardensbygabriel.com 



 
 

 

Figure 6 - Plant only family favorites and avoid an oversized garden that is 
larger than your needs.  
Source: http://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=13130 
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 Figure 8 – Drought tolerant grasses and plants surround a 
home in Rancho Santa Fe, Calif. Photo credit: 
www.cholmquistgardens.com 

Figure 7 – Beautiful, drought-efficient landscapes save water 
and time and reduce erosion and runoff.  Photo Credit: 
www.ecolandesign.com 

http://www.sunset.com/garden/climate-zones/climate-zones-intro-us-map
http://www.sunset.com/garden/climate-zones/climate-zones-intro-us-map
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http://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/Details:aspx?itemNo=8504


 
 

 

http://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/Details.aspx?itemNo=8395
http://ucanr.edu/sites/oak_range/Oak_Articles_On_Line/Oak_Woodland_Products_Range_Management_Livestock/Summer_Irrigation_of_Established_Oak_Trees/
http://ucanr.edu/sites/oak_range/Oak_Articles_On_Line/Oak_Woodland_Products_Range_Management_Livestock/Summer_Irrigation_of_Established_Oak_Trees/
http://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/Details:aspx?itemNo=8504
http://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/IntegratedPestManagement/8044.aspx
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/Details.aspx?itemNo=3382

