American Rabbit Breeders Assn.
PO Box 5667, Bloomington, IL 61702
309-664-7500 info@ARBA.net

Rabbit Showmanship

General Note to judge: Judge the contestants actions and knowledge- Do not judge the behavior or condition of the rabbit

5/4/2011

Step Actions pts Terms pts pts
Proper support
Carry Maintain control 5 5
PEEE Correct pose for breed 3 Breed, Compact, Cylindrical, Full Arch )
Introduction- greeting/name, Step back Mandolin, Semi-Arch, Commercial 5
Ears Check both ears 3 Mites, Canker, Carriage, Thickness, Color 2
Read tattoo Torn or Missing Portions, Fur Covering 5
Smooth motion, Proper control
Turn over Rest weight on table 5 A
Efes Properly open eyes 3 Proper Color, Blindness, Wall eye, Moon Eye )
y Not forcing open Weepy Eye or Signs of Conjunctivitis 5
Proper hand position .
Nose Show both nostrils 3 gg:lefiﬂis,SNstssaLngglg z:;ge 2
Check inside legs for nasal discharge on s 5
Taeih Proper hand position 3 Malocclusion, Buck teeth, Wolf Teeth )
Show upper and lower incisors Peg Teeth, Broken Teeth 5
Check straightness of legs Broken, Extra & Missing Toes
Front Feet/ Legs |Check toenails, pad & dewclaw 3 |Mismatched, White, Missing Toenails 2
Proper thumb position Bone Density, Dewclaw, Pads 5
Check under jaw & chest -
Belly Check abdomen & sides 3 Apscess, Tumor, Abpormalmes N )
Pigeon Breast, Blemishes, Mastitis
Smooth and complete coverage 5
Check straightness of legs Broken & Missing Toes
Rear Feet/ Legs |Check toenails and hocks 3 [Mismatched, White, Missing Toenails 2
Proper thumb position Bone Density, Straightness, Sore Hocks 5
Sex Proper position of rabbit and hand 3 Buck/Doe, Vent Disease, Hutch Burn P
Expose vent/ penis & testicles Split Penis, Descended Testicles in Int/ Sr 5
Tail Extend tail, Move side to side 3 Wry, Dead, Bobbed, Broken )
Examine underside Color, Straightness 5
Return to pose, Smooth motion Density, Texture, Sheen, Luster
Fur Proper control, Stroke coat from 3 |Rollback, Flyback, Rex, Standing, Wool 2
tail to head to show fur type Undercolor, Ring Color, Surface Color, Molt 5
Judging Final pose, Head, Ears, Shoulder Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, Balance
C Chest, Midsection, Loin, Hindquarters 10 |Condition, Finish 5
omments Rump, Breed specific (markings/color) Did not use word "Nice"! 15
Show coat/ Apron/ Long sleeves Humane treatment/ controls animal at all times
Overall . ) —
P . Smile, Hair neat B |Good eye contact, Follows directions 5
resentation No rings, No dangling jewelry, No gum Thanks judge 10
Knowledge Answers to questions 10 10
Judge Total Score

Comments:

100
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SEMI - ARCH TYPE: This group all
carry a very good arch starting back of the
shoulders and carrying through to the base
of the tail and is referred to as having
mandolin type.

Included in this group are American,
Beveren, English, Lop, Flemish Giant, and
Giant Chinchilla.

This group should be posed with the
forelegs and hocks flat on the table for the
initial examination. A better evaluation of
type may be obtained by allowing some of
these animals to move naturally, on the
table, after the initial examination.

COMMERCIAL TYPE: This group is
considered to be the ideal meat type. They
are medium in length with depth equaling
width, showing roundness of body and
firmness of flesh with vry little offal when
dressed.

Included in this group are: French Angora,
giant Angora, Satin Angora,Champagne d-
Argent, Californian, Cinnamon, American
Chinchilla, Créme d’ Argent, French Lop,
Harlequin, Hotot, New Zealand, Palomino,
Rex, American Sable, Satin, Silver Fox,
and Silver Marten.

This group is posed with the forelegs and
hocks flat on the table, not bunched up or
stretched out but rather in a sort of natural
pose.
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RABBIT STUDY GUIDE

TYPE PROFILE OF RABBITS

LEVEL I

COMPACT TYPE: Most all of these
animals are lighter in weight and shorter in
length than the commercial b reeds.

Included in this group are: American
Fuzzy Lop, English Angora, Standard
Chincilla, Dutch, Dwarf Hotot, Florida
White, Havana, Holland Lop, Jersey
Wooly, Lilac, Mini Lop, Mini Rex,
Netherland Dwarf, Polish, and Silver.

Most of this group are posed with the
forelegs and hocks flat on the table,
However, a few are posed ina semi
“pushed-up” position resting lightly on the
front feet.

CYLINDRICAL TYPE: This group has a
type that is long, slim, and cylindrical with
fine bone and a long slender head.

This group is comprised of the Himalayan.
It is posed stretched out as far as possible
but with the forelegs and hocks flat on the
table. This allows for its length, type, and
markings to be shown at their best
advantage.

18

FULL ARCH TYPE: Animals with this
type show an arch starting at the nape of
the neck, running over the shoulder, mid-
section, loin, and hips, to the juncture of
the tail. Most all animals will show more
depth than width.

Included in this group are: Belgian Hare,
Britannia Petite, Checkered Giant, English
Spot, Rhinelander, and Tan.

Most of this group should e allowed to
move naturally after the original
examination and all will pose up on the
front feet and toes.



BASIC HANDLING AND BREEDING FAULTS FOUND IN COMMERCIAL AND OTHER BREEDS
iSee specific breed standard Sor posing and handling suggestions)

/| - o
¢ &1
uls ! i %8 T ¥
Nn.-..rr

-~ - A -
- f [ 7 P . . :
¥ o ﬂ.rllrfl|- -i._.|-_\V\...w. i PR LSS

Tucked under too far spoiling  Swretched out 100 far to rear, mak- Law gver mid-section {sway- Low in shoulder, good depth of
basic type. Head {rifle smals. ing rump slope off, spoiling depth baeked). hip, but ruining batance.

NJ and type.

J : _

= :

i : i & : . 4

4
Y i s & S -
[ o, O / —— \\_n.Nﬁix

High point behind center of hip, High peint forward of center of Cow-Hocked Mind Feet Good Parallel Hind Feet
csusing hips to chop off. Rather hip causing hip to slope off instead
Rat top line. of rounding off.

m y ? . /” \& ..,h.\ .\ M»\\,/ \
£ ! : z g [ ,,./ m ,~ | .ﬂ,‘_‘
,,/.Mw:um..\h A m\ N & L/ D

Side Carried Tail i Good Taif Carriage Bowed Limbs, Qutward Bowed Limbs, Inward Good, Steaight Limbs
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RABBIT STUDY GUIDE

JUDGING ILLUSTRATION

Judging Rabbits — What to look for

G0 0N

Moderate length Good body depth and Correct top™
Correct topline width
Good depth of body

Incorrect topline Too narrow

Too large in shoulders
Weak behind shoulders

Incorrect topline Too wide Too narrow especially in
Too steep slope in Tump _ hind quarters

Incorrect topline Too prominent in hips Narrow in shoulder
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RABBIT STUDY GUIDE

ALL LEVELS
READ and HEED

Did you know that.....

Dogs are one of the greatest enemies of Domestic Rabbits? Be sure your animals are housed
in a safe place!

Heat prostration kills many rabbits each summer. Here in Central California we must pay
particular attention to keeping our bunnies out of the direct sun. (Keep them as cool as possible
on hot days by checking their water source and giving them ice bottles.) Remember that a buck
maintained for several days in temperatures over 85 degrees may become sterile.

Rabbits can produce 5 times as much meat from a given amount of alfalfa as cattle or sheep.

Rabbit meat contains less fat than either chicken or turkey and there is also a far greater
ratio of meat to waste.

The fur industry uses rabbit fur extensively, particularly that of the Rex rabbit.

The wool from angora rabbits is very desirable for use in the manufacture of luxury
garments.

A rabbit does not need a pedigree in order to be SHOWN, but it does need a 3 generation
pedigree in order to be REGISTERED.

Pharmaceutical production utilizes portions of the “waste” Itom rabbit processing.

Rabbits are used in many laboratories, their cleanliness being highly desirable in that type
setting.

Rabbits as pets are becoming more popular each year!!

Showing rabbits is an enjoyable pastime. It is a great 4-H project because rabbits tend to be
quite easy to start into. There is usually at least one fair each year in your area, where the rabbits
are shown. In a recent ARBA (American Rabbit Breeders Association) national convention
there were over 20.000 rabbits exhibited. One of these conventions is held each fall in various
parts of the country.

When you choose your first rabbit try to purchase the very best animal your budget will
allow. It is much less expensive to feed a good quality rabbit for good results than it is to feed a
poor quality animal a longer time in an effort to make it usable.

Keeping good records is very vital if you are going to be successful raising rabbits! You will
want to learn how to breed your rabbits for improvement of your “herd”. ALWAYS WRITE
THE INFORMATION DOWN - Never trust your memory!

Rabbit Study Guide 12/06 1



If your rabbit project is to be done properly, GENETICS will play a major role.

One of the most interesting genetic studies is that of Coat Color. There are two (and onlv
two) actual “colors” involved in animal coat colors: Black and Chocolate. (White is not a color,
but the absence of color.) Any colors that appear not to be these colors have resulted from some
genetic modification of these colors (e.g.: dilution, pattern, etc.). Many books are available for
further study if you want to explore the subject more deeply.

In order to consistently improve your line of rabbits you will need to learn to “cull” carefully.
Never use animals as “breeders” that do not conform to the particular breed standard. “Cute and
Different” is great for a “pet” but don’t consider using that as the only reason to choose a “papa”
for your next generation of winners!

Enjoy your rabbits!

Treat them well!

They will give you a lot of enjoyment!

The more you work with them, the more you will appreciate them!

Rabbit Study Guide 12/06 2
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RABBIT STUDY GUIDE

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

NOTE: This glossary is a definition. All words or terms are as applied to rabbits and are not
necessarily the dictionary definition.

LEVEL 1

Agouti

A hair shaft possessing three or more bands of color with a definite break
in color bands. Buck: An unaltered male rabbit.

Claws or Toenails

A rabbit has four claws (toenails) and a dewclaw on the front paws and
four claws (toenails) on the rear paws.

Commercial Breed

Larger breeds used for meat or fur as well as show.

Condition

The overall physical state of a rabbit in reference to health, cleanliness,
fur and grooming. Crossbred: Rabbit resulting from mating two rabbits,
each of a different breed.

Crossbred

Rabbit resulting from mating two rabbits, each of a different breed.

Condition

The overall physical state of a rabbit in reference to health, cleanliness,
fur and grooming.

Crossbred

Rabbit resulting from mating two rabbits, each of a different breed.

Dewlap

A pendulous fold or folds of loose skin which hang from the throat.
(Most common on does.)

Diarrhea

Loose, runny manure (Oat hay may help control in rabbits.)

Disqualification

One or more defects, deformities or blemishes which render an animal
unfit to be placed in competition or from taking part in an exhibition.

Doe

An unaltered female rabbit

Ear Number or
Tattoo

Up to five letters or numbers (or combination of both) which go in the
left ear to identify the rabbit.

Fancy Breed

Breeds used basically for show.

Finish

The required degree of perfection in condition. Fully prime in coat, color
and flesh.

Fly Back

(Applied to and describing coat texture.) A coat of fur which flies back to
its smooth normal position when stroked from the hindquarters to the
shoulders.

Fur

Rabbit’s coat. There are four types: normal, rex, satin and angora.

Gestation

The carrying of young. The period between conception and birth-usually
31 days for rabbits.

Intermediate

A heavyweight rabbit at least six months of age and under 8 months of
age or meeting the weight requirements of the breed.

Junior

A rabbit less than six months of age.

Kindling

The process of giving birth to young rabbits (“kits™).
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LEVEL 1 (cont.)

RABBIT STUDY GUIDE
GLOSSARY. cont,

Molt

The act or process of shedding or changing fur.

Outcrossing

Mating unrelated stock of the same breed.

Pedigree

A written chart of the male and female ancestors of a rabbit showing the
date of birth and the parents, grandparents and great grandparents of the
specimen in question.

Purebred

A very loose term used to designate rabbits which closely approximate
the requirements of the Standard of Perfection of the breed.

Random Breeding

Mating of two rabbits without specific lineage or pedigree

Rate of Gain

Rabbits gain more per pound of feed than any other animal

Registration

The ofticial recording of a rabbit (over 6 months of age) along with it's
pedigree that has been approved by a licensed registrar.

Senior

A rabbit six months of age and over in those breeds having four
showroom age classes, a rabbit eight months of age or over in breeds
having six showroom age classes.

Teeth

A rabbit has a total of 28 teeth

Variety

A division within a breed. (Usually color.)

Wolf or Buck Teeth

(Malocclusion): Improper meeting of the teeth, protruding or elongated
teeth in either upper or lower jaw which prevents normal wear.
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LEVEL II

RABBIT STUDY GUIDE
GLOSSARY (cont.)

Balance

As applied to type, shape and conformation. Orderly arrangement of
physical characteristics to present a pleasing appearance.

Broken Coat

A coat with guard hairs missing or broken in spots, which exposes the
undercoat. Areas where the coat is affected by molt which exposes the
undercoat

Density

The property or quality of a thick coat.

Hares

(Jackrabbit) Not a rabbit, young are born with eyes open

Lactate

To nurse — produce milk.

Lagomorph

Rabbit scientific classification (rabbits are born with their eyes closed).

Mites

Three different types affect rabbits; fur mites, mange mites and ear mites.
All require different treatment.

Rex Fur

Has no protruding guard hairs.

Shape

General conformation, overall appearance as determined by body
structure.

Sheen

Principle characteristic of the satin fur. A bright, natural luster attributed
to the unique structure of the hair shaft. (translucent hairs)

Solid Color

Of the same color uniformly over the entire animal. Devoid of markings
or shading.

Texture

Matte quality of fur pertaining to its action when stroked toward the
head.

Undercolor

The base of the hair-shaft next to the skin

Wool

Descriptive of the fur of Angora rabbits. Angora wool is warmer than any
other natural fiber.

Also study Level I Terms
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LEVELS III and IV

RABBIT STUDY GUIDE
GLOSSARY (cont.)

Arch

A curve in the backline (spine) when viewed in profile. Blaze: Head
marking on a Dutch.

Boils or Abscess

A hard swelling or isolated collection of pus occurring in the rabbit's
skin, accompanied by localized fever and heat.

Butterfly

Nose marking, wing portion covering the whisker bed from lip to lip
with the body (nose fork) extending up the center of the face.

Cobby

Stout and stocky body type which is very compact.

Flabby

The condition of a rabbit when the flesh or fur hangs loosely on the
animal by it's own weight.

Guard Hair

The longer, coarser hair of the coat offering protection to the undercoat
and furnishing wearing quality to the coat in addition to providing
sheen.

Massive

Bulky, large, heavy and ponderous. (Usually refers to head shape.)

Palpation

The technique where you manually feel the enlargement of the uteri
(embryos).

Racey

As applied to type; slim, trim, alert and active. Slender in body and legs
— hare-like.

Snakey

Cylindrical in shape.

Stocky

Compact, stout and cobby.

Tucked up

As applied to type. The trim appearance of a rabbit with the flank and
belly gathered in closely to form an arch when the rabbit is in a sitting
position.

Spot

A distinct, noticeable cluster of foreign-colored hairs forming a definite
spot.. .not just stray hairs close together.

Also study Levels I & 11

Rabbit Study Guide 12/06

10




RABBIT STUDY GUIDE

RABBIT DISEASES

By Dr. T.E. Reed

When diagnosing any type of disease in the rabbit colony, it is imperative that one inspect and review the management practices
of the rabbitry. To adequately discuss some of the rabbit diseases, we must, in some cases, review some of the management practices
in the rabbitry to have a clear understanding of those requirements of the rabbit in order to maintain excellent health status. We
suggest you review the section on rabbit husbandry and the section on breeding techniques or the part that has a correlation to the

disease being studied.

LEVEL 1
DISEASE/
CONDITION SIGNS CAUSE TREATMENT PREVENTION
Appendages may be missing or Inherent nervousness. Provide ideal kindling Select does with good
entire carcass consumed except Mishap of consuming conditions. mothering instincts. Restrict
CANNIBALISM the head. Most common in first appendages while assisting rodents and predators from
. litter of does. with mouth during kindling kindling area.
(During  or after
o process. Presence of
kindling) predators or rodents in
kindling area. Does deprived
of sufficient water.
Chewing on each other while Overcrowding sexually Relieve overcrowding, Cage growing rabbits that
CANNABALISM . A : A .
. . caged together. Sometimes to the | mature males in growing Castration of male mature early and gain at a
(During growing . oy
stages) extent to cause death. cages; lack of adequate gnlmals. Fresh water at all | slower rate individually.
drinking water. times. Supply fresh water.
Shaking head, scratching of ears, | Infestation of inside outer ear | Daily placement of oil in Isolation of herd. Medication
“scabby” formation inside of ear with mites. Psoroptes ear for 3 days, repeating placed in ears of every rabbit
due to accumulation of serum and | cuniculi treatment at 10 day in herd once a month will rid
blood, secondary bacterial intervals will be effective | the rabbitry of the parasite.
EAR MITES infection. in suffocation of mites.
(Ear Canker) Addition of parasitcide,
such as Malthine or
rotenone will increase the
effectiveness of the
treatment.
Small nodular abscesses on the Infection and irritation of Soak infected feet in an Strict sanitation.
feet, legs and toes of infected bruised area with iodine solution every 3-4
FOOT ABSCESSES | rabbits. Initially a small number Staphlycoccus sp. days. Open abscesses, if
of animals infected that increases necessary.
in incidence with time.
Loss of fur around face, neck and | Fur mites — cheyletidia Application of cat flea Herd isolation, good
back. parasitovora. Listrophorcy powder. Repeat 10 days sanitation, selective bedding
FUR MITE gibus after initial treatment to materials. Rodent control.
insure total control of life
cycle.
Intermittent diarrhea, poor Physical blockage of small Daily dosing animal with Daily feeding roughage to
appetite or periods of no appetite, | intestines that will not allow | ' teaspoon of mineral oil | animals prone to this
HAIR loss of weight, moult, pulling fur, | ingested food to flow for three (3) consecutive condition (Angora, kindling
BLOCKAGE: appearance of above sign inonly | through the intestinal tract. days. Repeat once a week. | does, etc.). Periodic (weekly)
“Fur Ball” or “Fur one animal in herd. administration of small
Blockage™ amount of Vaseline or mineral
oil to animals susceptible to
this condition.
Increased respiratory rate. Wet High temperature. Remove animal to cool Keep air moving around the
HEAT around .the mouth that may be: U'sual]y af:c.ompanied by place. If completely . animals: Use of plasti‘c bottles
PROSTRATION blood tmged. Holding head high high humidity. Animals prostrate, submerge in filled with water that is frozen
and blue tinge to ears and mouth. sitting directly in sunlight cool water. solid.
Prostration and death. without air movement.
“Chapped” or “galded” area Dirty, wet hutches or urine Correct cause. Apply Strict sanitation. Close
HUTCH BURN around external genitals and the guard that splashes the urine | antibiotic cream to attention to the angle of urine
(Urine burn) (Often inside of hind legs. Secondary back on the rabbit at times of | infected and “burned” guards.

confused with Vent
Disease)

bacterial invasion common that
causes the area to become
infected.

urination,

areas.
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LEVEL I (cont.)

RABBIT STUDY GUIDE

DISEASES (cont.)

DISEASE/
CONDITION

SIGNS

CAUSE

TREATMENT

PREVENTION

MALOCCLUSIOON
“Buck teeth”
“Wolf teeth”

Elongation of upper and/or
lower teeth, Oftentimes to the
extent that the animal will fail to
eat,

Inherited condition in
some animals, may be
much more complex than
originally thought.
Breaking of one or more
opposing teeth and tooth
elongates without being
worn off. Rabbits incisors
grow %2 inch or more per
month if not worn off,

Cull those animals from
herd that have the inherited
condition. Clipping teeth
can be done; but not an
ethical or intelligent practice
with inherited malocclusion.

Selective culling to
eliminate those defective
genes from the herd.

PASTEURELOSIS
(Expresses itself in
severe  forms) 1,
“snuffles™ (chronic)

Persistent “sneezing” with a
productive nasal discharge that
is thin or thick and white in
nature. Precursor to many other
conditions. Decrease growth rate
and production. Primarily an
upper respiratory infection
where pneumonia is often a
secondary complication. Death
associated with secondary
infection.

Pasteurella sp. organism
infection associated with
stress factors.
Pastuerelia sp. and/or
Bordetella
bronchisepticum

No specific treatment with
medication successful.
Improve ventilation of
rabbitry. Administration of
antibiotic to prevent
secondary infection. Reduce
stress factors

Excellent ventilation,
strict culling,
development of resistant
animal. Minimize stress
factors. Isolate sick
animals, Chlorinate
drinking water.

SORE HOCKS
(Ulcerated foot pads)

Ulcerated area on the bottom of
the foot pads that has secondary
bacterial infection. Sits on any
crock or object that is in the
cage. Sits cautiously. Loss of
condition, fails to mate and be
active.

Small foot pad area for
size of body, thin fur
covering for pad, nervous
animal, long toe nails.

Difficult! Use dry solid
surface for animals to rest.
Treat ulceration with
astringent material on a
daily basis until healed.

Selective culling for
large, well furred feet.
Calm animals. Try not to
depend on resting board.

WRYECK
TORTICOLLIS
(Otitis media)

Turning of the head to one side,
lose of balance, continuous roll
when excited. Usually does not
interfere with the appetite of the
animal until later stages of the
disease.

Inflammation of the
middle ear, the balance
mechanism of the body.
The bacteria usually
isolated is a Pasteurclia
sp. Often assocated with
the extension of upper
respiratory infections.

Very difficult. Daily
instillation of tetracycline
ointment as otic drops, abut
60% successful. Usually not
associate with ear canker.

Proper ventilation. Keep
incidence of respirators
infections to a minimum.

Rabbit salivates profusely and
face, chin and dewlap area
become very moist or wet.

Abscessed tooth.
Feeding of excessive
amount of “greens” that

Correct tooth condition.
Remove green feed from the
diet.

Feed dry ration. Avoid
feed that has had
chemical treatment.

(rabbit syphilis)

in later stages. “Scabby nose.”
Refuse to mate and /or
conceive. Abortions.

mating.

administration of Penicillin
G intramuscularly for three
(3) days. 2000,000 1U/10
1bs. body weight

& 1
SEOEBERS have been sprayed with
certain insecticides or
pesticides.
“Scabby” inflammation of Spirochete organism Daily application of Always check breeding
genitals — both sexes — can Treponema cuniculi. penicillin ointment to the animals before mating for
VENT DISEASE have scabs on nose and mouth Usually spread through external genitals or daily signs of this disease and

do not use if infected.

Difficulty in breathing. Bluish
color to lips, tongue,and ears.
Necropsy: inflamed lungs.

Any type of bacterial or
virus invasion of
respiratory system. Usually

Broad spectrum antibiotic,
isolation, eliminate stress.

Assure adequate
ventilaton, Minimize
stress.

Ibs. of Magnesium oxide per
ton of feed “‘sometimes”
will stop fur chewing.

PNEUMONIA at times of stress and often
the final stage of
“Snuffles™.
Chewing of fur on body or Low fiber diet; boredom; Increase fiber in diet by High fiber ration.
other body parts. Fur can be vice, developing enteritis. feeding hay or straw; Addition of Magnesium
chewed by self or other animals remove individual chewing oxide to regular ration.
FUR CHEWING in pen. fur from pen. Addition of 5

Rabbit Study Guide 12/06
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RABBIT STUDY GUIDE

DISEASES (cont.)
LEVELS II and III cont.
Usually seen at night or early Normal Don’t want to disrupt None. The rabbit’s way of
COPOPHRAGY morning where animals will increasing the absorption
(eating of night fesces) | consume the few material (soft) of some nutrients of the
directly from the rectum. diet.
Acute (24 hr.) fatal diarrhea Specific bacterium Replace pelleted diet with | Feed diets that are high in
dehydration — on necropsy an uncertain, but associated rolled oats and gradually fiber (18%) and relatively
ENTEROTOXEMIA enlarged cecum that sometimes closelx with high energy increase the pqrtion qf low in total energy.
X has red discoloration. feed with low fiber feed pellets on a daily basis.
(described by Oregon :
il content. Treatment with
State University in 5
1978) O)fyt;tracy-cllne in
drinking water may
temporarily correct
condition.
Rabbit drags rear legs and does | Discoloration or fracture of | None — should be Proper handling
not have any (motor control) spinal vertebra. Often seen | humanely euthanized. techniques.
movement in rear legs. when rabbit struggles or
Control of urinary bladder and becomes excited and
HINDQUARTER ‘t:owel rr}?y be abseqt. A violept “thrusts™ hind legs
PARALYSIS hscream from rabbl.t gsually is | backwards.
eard at the time of injury. Can
happen during tattooing
procedure or may just be
present incage without apparent
cause.
Primarily seen in coastal areas Virus - transmitted by Depopulate herd, burn and | Mosquito control, control
of California and Oregon during | mosquitoes. bury affected animals. the brush rabbit.
May to August. Severe Seek professional
INFECTIUS conjunctivitis, fails to eat, high assistance.
MYXOMATOSIS temperature; inflamed and
edematosis genitals and ears,
respiratory infection in later
stages and death.
Inflamed, swollen, hot, Any bacteria within the Treat for three (3) days in Prevention of caked breast
discolored mammary system— | mammary system. Usually | succession with Penicillion | and trauma to the breast
all or individual sectons. a Staphylococcus sp. or G injections , (see caked breast).
MASTITIS (Blue Abcessation of gland is Streptococcus sp. intramuscularly at 200,000
breast) common. Normally occurs just [U/10 ibs. body weight.
after kindling or after weaning. Strip glands free of milk.
Hog-Pak application 3-4
times daily.
Poor mothering instinct due to Fostering the young or Select replacement animals
hereditary causes. Rodents or feeding the kits as orphans. | with excellent mothering
predators in rabbitry. Vitamin A instinct. Use of
SCATTERING OF deficiency. Very young does. subterranean nest boxes.
YOUNG AT Incompatible nest. Control predators and
KINDLING rodents in rabbitry.
Routine use of water
supplemented with
vitamins.
LEVEL IV

Includes all terms: Level I, 11, & III.

Rabbit Study Guide 12/06
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SCHEDULE OF POINTS
GENERAL TYPE S, 65
Body......caraim,. v 58
Hindquarters, 22
Midsection. . 19
Shoulders 17

Lo

Feet & Legs...........
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...:...—:.:......-....o..:

OOHONmﬁZ.PgZOm::::.:::: TP
CONDITION .
TOTAL POINT

90

SHOWROOM CLASSES & WEIGHTS

Senior Bucks-8 monthg of age and over, weight 8 to 10 pounds, Ideal
weight 9 pounds,
Senior Does-8 months of age and over, weight 8% to 1014 pounds. Ideal
weight 9% pounds.
Intermediate Bucks-Under 8 months of age, not over 9 pounds.
Intermediate Does-Under 8 months of age, not over 9% pounds,
Junior Bucks-Under ¢ months of age, not over 8 pounds. Minimum
weight 5% pounds,
Junior Does-Under ¢ months of age, not over 8% pounds, Minimum
weight 5% pounds,
Pre-Junior Bucks & Does-Under 3 months of age. Not over 5% pounds.

NOTE: Pre-Juniors are not to count in show display.

i d Intermediates which exceed maximum weight
in higher age classifications, No animal may be
shown in a lower age classification than its trye age.
GENERAL TYPE

BODY-Points 58: The body shall be of medjum length, with depth of body
to approximately equal width, It shall have good depth of hindquarters
and well developed shoulders, with the mrocmmmmw.vﬂ,:m%mraw lower and
narrower than the hips, forming a slight taper. The back s to rise
gradually from the nape of the neck to the high point over the hips. To be
plump and firm of flesh, s

Faults-Racy, mandolin, or any type away from a plump, firm, meaty
body. Cut severely for shoulders wider than hips; long, narrow head; extra
long neck; flatness over back, especially over hips; rough, bony,
protruding hips. h




HINDQUARTERS-Points 22: Hindquarters are to be broad, deep,
smooth, and well rounded, with well filled, firm flesh. Lower and
back sides are to be well filled. Hindquarters are to be slightly wider
and deeper than shoulders, with enough depth and width to indicate
roundness when viewed from any direction. The loin is to be broad
and deep, with enough width to blend the hindquarters and
midsection.

Eaults-Narrow; flat; pinched; undercut; chopped, bony rump; weak
loin; protruding hip bones; rough over spine.
MIDSECTION-Points 19: Rib section to gradually rise from front
to hips. It is to be broad and deep enough to balance with shoulders
and hips. Midsection is to be well rounded, with as much firm flesh
as possible down the sides.

Faults-Narrow; flat; rough; not well filled.
SHOULDERS-Points 17: Shoulders are to be well developed, with
firm flesh. They are to have good depth and width. Shoulders are to
be slightly lower and narrower than the hips. They are to rise from the
front of the neck with a smooth taper towards the high point.

Faults-Too narrow or too wide to balance with hindquarters.
Excessive fat or loose, flabby flesh over shoulders.
HEAD-Points 3: The head is to be well shaped and medium full. It
is to be carried erect on a short neck and set close to the body. Buck
heads are to be a little fuller than does,

Faults-Long, slim head; pinched nose.
EARS-Points 2: Length is to be in proportion to size of the body.
They are to be well set on the head, strong at base, and carried in a
straight, upright position.

Faults-Heavy; open; spoon shaped; weak ear base.
EYES-Points 0: Eyes are to be bright and bold.
FEET & LEGS-Points 2: Bone is to be medium in size, with rather
short legs preferred. Toenails should be as dark as possible. Light
colored nails, showing pigmentation, must match on that foot and
the corresponding foot.

Faults-Long or heavy bone.

Disqualifications from Competition-One or more white
toenails, or those that carry no color other than the pink cast shed
by the blood vessels.

TAIL-Points 0: The tail is to be straight and carried erect. Length
and size is to be in proportion to the body.

FUR-Points 20: (Flyback) Per ARBA Commercial Normal Fur
Standard.

COLOR & MARKINGS-Points 5: Californians are to have a
colored nose, ears, feet, and tail. Color is to be as near black as
possible. Eye stains or colored spots confined to the dewlap
permissible. Body color is to be pure white. Eyes-Pink.

Faults- Any other color,

Disqualifications from Competition-Any color or smut on the
usable portion of the pelt. Color above the elbow joint of the front
leg. Color on the rear legs is not to extend more than 2 inches
above the hock joint, with the fur in its normal position. Complete
absence of color on the nose, ears, feet, or tail. Definite clean white
spot(s) in colored markings. Any Tan Pattern marking appearing in
a Californian marking.

CONDITION-Paints 10: Per ARBA definition.
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