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UBMISSION GUIDELINES

CAHFS provides specialized necropsy examinations for birds from backyard
flocks. For the purposes of this program, a “backyard flock” is defined as
chickens, turkeys, squabs and water fowl of less than 1,000 birds in the flock. Up
to two birds may be examined for $20 (shipping fees apply).

It does NOT include pet birds, quail, pheasants, racing pigeons, etc. Standard fees
apply for these species.

Note: Bird carcasses may be kept refrigerated for no more than three days prior
to shipment. Please do not freeze the bird as freezing interferes with the
necropsy examination.

To ship a dead bird from a backyard flock for necropsy, the following items will
be needed:

e Submission form

e Two (2) plastic bags (trash bags are suitable)

e Ziploc type or waterproof bag for paper work

e Cold packs, frozen

e Absorbent packing material such as newspaper or paper towels
e Cardboard box (insulated preferred)

e Packaging tape

Packaging instructions:

1. Complete the submission form and place in a Ziploc type bag separate from
the carcass.

2. Place the bird carcass in a plastic trash bag and tightly seal the bag to prevent
leakage.

3. Add frozen cold packs (NO ICE CUBES!) to a second plastic trash bag. Place the
bag containing the carcass into the bag with the cold packs and seal carefully
to prevent leakage.

4. Add newspaper or paper towels to the box to absorb any moisture and
prevent the box from getting soggy while in transit.

5. Putthe Ziploc bag with the submission form in the box.

6. Seal the box with packaging tape and ship for Next Day delivery via FedEx,
UPS, or similar overnight delivery service. DO NOT send by the U.S. Postal
Service. Packages must be shipped to arrive at the laboratory on a weekday.

Reporting results:
We highly recommend having a veterinarian involved in your case as CAHFS
does not provide treatment, management or disease prevention
recommendations.
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