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 Prohibit most agricultural pesticide 
applications within ¼ mile of schools/day care 
centers

 Most applications not allowed M – F between  
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.



 Growers must provide annual notification of 
all pesticide products that may be used

 Growers must provide specific notification 48 
hours prior to applications M – F for allowed 
methods such as ground-rig sprayer



 Comment period closed
 DPR reviewing and responding to comments
 Changes to the proposal? 

 No changes: regulation moves forward
 Substantial changes: 15 day comment period
 Major changes: 45 day comment period 

















 2016 Fumigation season statistics
 Areas in need of improvement
 2017 Santa Cruz County fumigation Permit 

Conditions



 Strawberry
 Brussels Sprouts
 Caneberries
 Nursery



Strawberry, 
1,900

Caneberry, 
736

Nursery, 71

Brussels 
Sprouts, 864

Apple, 14
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3 Year Commodity Acres Comparison
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2016



1,3-D + Chloropicrin 744,117  lbs
Methyl bromide 134,184  lbs
1,3-D Only 95,295  lbs
100% Chloropicrin 37,759  lbs
K-Pam 66,358  lbs

Total       1,079,729  lbs
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Areas in need of improvement:
Communication – Buffer Zones

Ensure adjacent operators 
receive notification at least 
48 hours ahead that a buffer 
will be posted on their 
property

Ensure employees and other 
persons stay outside posted 
buffer areas

Remember that employees 
or other persons are not 
allowed to walk thru buffer 
zones

Buffer zones cannot be used 
as parking areas



Areas in need of improvement:
Be Proactive

Anticipate potential 
problems and plan 
accordingly

Consider  alternative 
solutions to challenges



Areas in need of improvement:
Be Proactive

Anticipate problems in the 
field before they occur.

What steps can be taken to 
mitigate potential problems?

If you believe there is a risk 
of exposure to fieldworkers or 
other people nearby ask them 
to leave the area.

Ensure the safety of people 
nearby

Monitor  your fumigated 
fields for signs of problems



Take Time to:
Understand Fumigation Requirements

Review fumigant label 
requirements and specific 
county conditions

When unsure about a 
requirement or condition 
contact your PCA or local 
Agricultural Commissioner



Take Time to:
Prepare

Proper field preparation:

Prevents delay in the 
fumigation schedule

Reduces potential exposure 
to fieldworkers and others

Reduces additional work to 
make repairs

Ensures that a fumigation 
can be done safely and 
approved by the 
Agricultural 
Commissioner’s office



 Methyl Bromide phase-out period is over 
– No more MB use is permitted.

 There are no critical use exemptions.

 Quarantine pre-shipment use still 
permitted (24c SLN registration)



 1, 3-D annual use limit for each township is 
136,000 pounds per calendar year.

 Dow AgroSciences or their contractor (Agrian) 
is responsible for tracking, reporting and 
ensuring the township limits are observed.

 The annual township use limit is fixed and 
cannot be exceeded (i.e., cannot “bank” and 
roll-over for use in the next year.)

 All 1,3-D applications are prohibited during 
December.



 DPR currently completing proposed regulatory 
changes to field fumigation notification 
requirements.

 Updates and changes to notification 
requirements expected within the next year.



 DPR is finalizing its recommended permit 
conditions for chloropicrin.

 The conditions will also be reflected on 
chloropicrin product labels by end of 2017.

 Santa Cruz County chloropicrin use conditions 
already cover essentially all aspects of the 
updates, so do not expect any major changes.



 It is anticipated that fumigant conditions for 
2017 will remain mostly unchanged

 There may be some minor language revisions 
to provide better clarification in some areas



2017 Santa Cruz County Fumigation 
Conditions

The Department of 
Pesticide 
Regulation (DPR) 
Approved Buffer 
Zone Reduction 
Tarp list (updated)



General Conditions include the following:
 A site specific fumigation plan must be submitted 

for evaluation 
 Use of DPR approved buffer zone reduction 

tarps for products containing chloropicrin
 Tarps cannot be perforated until 216 hours (9 

days) have elapsed from the time of fumigation 
completion

 Applications must be done by a registered Pest 
Control Business



 Notice of Intent to fumigate – must be 
submitted at least 48 hours prior to the start of 
the fumigation

 Proposed fumigations within a ¼ mile of a public 
school must be submitted at least 5 days prior to 
the start of the fumigation



Questions ?

www.agdept.com


