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Non-native mustards of San Benito County

Sahara mustard
Brassica tournefortii

- desert climate
February - April

Black mustard
Brassica nigra

- temperate climate

Summer mustard
Hirschfeldia incana

- mediterranean climate

London rocket
Sisymbrium irio

- temperate climate
April - June February - April May - August

New
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Sahara mustard



• produce thousands of tiny seeds
• plants break free and tumble with wind
• dispersed seeds are very sticky when wet
• seeds stick to tires and disperse further
• seed longevity > 50 years! 

Sahara mustard seeds
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Beware of aggregate quarries
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HWY 101 near HWY 25

Stinkwort



Spread of Stinkwort in California
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Effective treatments to control Stinkwort



Effective treatment timing to control Stinkwort

Optimal 
treatment 

interval

Too late– seed 
has dispersed

Generally 
too early to 

see or identify



Questions?
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