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California’s first  
Horticultural Commissioners 

Circa 1881 
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The California System  
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Unique Agricultural Regulatory 
Structure 
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Agricultural Programs 
• Annual Crop and Livestock Report 
• Direct Marketing 
• Inspection Services (Apiary, Nursery, Seed, Eggs, 

F&V) 
• Organic Registrations and Enforcement* 
• Pest Detection* 
• Pest Exclusion/High Risk* 
• Pesticide Use Enforcement* 
• Phytosanitary Certification 
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Annual Crop & Livestock Report  
• Gross value of Sacramento County’s 2016 agricultural 

production - over $500 Million 
• Available on our website 
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2016 Top 3 Commodities 

Wine Grapes                    $184 Million  
 

 
 
Milk - Market          $49 Million 

 
 
 
 Pears           $41 Million 
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Direct Marketing 
• Certified Farmers Markets 

– Inspect growing grounds of Certified Producer’s 
– Inspect Certified Farmers’ Markets for compliance 

of direct marketing 
    laws and regulations 
– Inspect scales 
– Inspect labels of  
   packaged goods 
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Direct Marketing 
• Urban Ag Stands (Sacramento County 

Ordinance) 
– A retail stand accessory to a private, market or 

commercial garden that sells produce, eggs, honey, 
or cottage foods (permitted through EMD & 
Planning) 
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Inspection Services 

 
• Nursery, Seed, Apiary, 
    Fruits & Vegetables, and Eggs 
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Apiary 
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• Per FAC, all bee 
keepers are 
required to 
register their 
hives with their 
local Ag 
Commissioner 

• Urban bee 
keeping 



Organic Registrations & 
Enforcement 
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Pest Exclusion – 1st Line of Defense 
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Pest Exclusion 
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Pest Detection – 
2nd Line of Defense 
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Pest Eradication – Final Line of Defense 
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Pesticide Use 
Enforcement 

• We regulate pesticide use in 
the following environments: 
– Agricultural production 
– Parks, golf courses, cemeteries, 

schools 
– Structural/urban settings 
– Landscape/residential 
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• Operator ID 
• Restricted Materials Permit 
• Private Applicator Certificate 
• Application and/or Mix/Load Inspection 

(includes equipment) 
• Worker protection standards 

Farmers  

19 



• Pertain to pesticide applications made for the 
production of an agricultural commodity 
within ¼ mile of a schoolsite. 

• Pesticide application restrictions 
• Annual notification requirement 
• Definition of pesticide (FAC 12753) 

New School 
Notification 
Regulations!
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• Outreach 
– This is our most effective tool for ensuring that 

pesticides are used correctly and safely 

Most Important Interaction 
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Phytosanitary Inspection 
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Weights & Measures Programs 
To Ensure Consumer Protection 

 and a Fair and Equitable Marketplace 

• Commercial Weighing and Measuring Device Testing 
• Commodity Inspections (Net Contents, Packaging 

and Labeling Laws) 
• Petroleum Program 
• Price Verification 
• Weighmaster Program 
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Commercial Devices 
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Review Scenario 
 • Jane has 2 acres of residentially zoned property in 

Sacramento County and lives within ¼ mile from a 
public elementary school. 

• She is planting 1 acre in row crops and has 4 bee 
hives. 

• She plans on selling her produce and honey at a 
Certified Farmers’ Market and an Ag Stand on her 
property and would use a scale to sell by the pound. 

• She would like to eventually register as “organic”. 
 

QUESTION? What resources would my office provide? 
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? 
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? ? ? 

? 

? 
? ? ? 

Thank YOU! 
Contact Info: 
Chris Flores 
florescj@saccounty.net 
916-875-0538 

mailto:florescj@saccounty.net
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