Avoid Pruning Apricots and Cherries in Cool Season
By Chuck Ingels,

Most people think about pruning fruit trees during the winter since the branch structure is most
visible and winter is considered the traditional time to prune deciduous trees. Actually, pruning
fruit trees mainly during the growing season is a good practice and with some species such as
apricots and cherries, pruning between September and March in northern California could lead to
detrimental canker diseases.

Cherries, apricots, and a few related species are particularly susceptible to fungal and bacterial
canker diseases, including Eutypa dieback, Botryosphaeria canker, and bacterial canker.
Pathogens can be spread by rain or tree wounds — such as pruning wounds — during wet weather;
subsequent infections spread through the wood for several years and may eventually kill the tree.
When trees are infected, limbs or twigs may wilt and die suddenly in late spring or summer with
the leaves still attached. Bark may be darkly discolored and amber-colored gumming may ooze.

Infected areas in the interior of the wood are discolored brown, sometimes in wedge shapes; with
bacterial canker the cambial area will turn red or speckled red and then brown. To remove such
infections, cut infected limbs at least one foot below any internal symptom of the disease,
preferably during the dry season when infection risk is lowest.

The best practice is to avoid pruning these susceptible species during the typical rainy period
from September through mid-March. Rains after March can still lead to infections although
tissue susceptibility to disease decreases with warmer weather. However, it is best to avoid
pruning altogether until at least late spring.

If growth is very vigorous, the first summer pruning can be done in late May or June, at which
time many strong upright shoots can be removed to allow sunlight to reach lower fruiting
branches. Doing the final pruning in July leads to excessive regrowth later that summer. The
main or final pruning should be in August, but heavy pruning, especially at that time of year,
may lead to sunburned branches, so leave spurs and some other shoots to provide some shade.
Alternatively, whitewash west- and south-facing branches with a 50:50 mixture of interior, white
latex paint and water to prevent sunburn.

For more information about fruit tree pruning practices and hands-on demonstrations, join
University of California Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners of Tuolumne County at their
first 2019 Open Garden Day on Saturday, February 2. The garden is located on the campus of
Cassina High School, 251 South Barretta Street, Sonora. Other topics that day include bare root
planting and soil preparation for spring gardening. The garden opens at 10 a.m. with
demonstrations beginning at 10:30. Admission is free, and the public is encouraged to attend.

Chuck Ingels is a former University of California Cooperative Extension Farm Advisor for
Sacramento County.

UCCE Master Gardeners of Tuolumne and Calaveras Counties can answer home gardening
questions. Call 209-533-5912 or go to: http://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.cfm?surveynumber=7269
to fill out our easy-to-use problem questionnaire. Check out our website at:
http://cecentralsierra.ucanr.edu/Master_Gardeners/ You can also find us on Facebook.
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