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This Property Area Is Being Fumigated With

Location found: Woodland, CA
Diagnosis: habituated to humans
Length of care: 4 weeks
Approximate cost of care: $1220
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5 DATE OF FUMIGATION:

A family found this squirrel when she was a baby and C o I |2
decided to keep her. They soon realized that wild squirrels ‘ q re O r KI .

make terrible pets and they brought her to our hospital.
Unfortunately, the squirrel had become used to humans
and could no longer survive in the wild. Luckily, Lindsay
Wildlife Museum was able to house the ground squirrel

in the exhibit hall where she now acts as an ambassador
for her species.

FOR H
EMER:

ALLC
CALL

Wild animals do not make good pets. If you find an
orphaned baby animal, call the wildlife hospital for advice.
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AN EFFECTIVE CONTROL PROGRAM

SHOULD CONSIDER

TOLERANCE
THE MESSAGE
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT




HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
CONTROLLING SQUIRRELS FOR OVER 200 YEARS

* Superabundant population of squirrels

® Benefit from “human invasion”




THE MONTHLY BULLETIN

HISTORY OF SQUIRREL CONTROL e

RITTEN IN 1918 BY CA STATE COMMISSION OF HORTICULTURE

California Ground Squirrels

* California has had enough! * it ant Conrol o th Groond

Habits and Control of the Ground
Squirrels in California

* A 236 page pamphlet detailing squirrel & et

The California Ground Squirrel is probably known by sight o tore
people than any other one of our four hundred kinds of native mam-
mals. 1t inhabits open ground in well settled territory and it forages
abroad during the daylight hours when its movements are mosh

Q b h Q d I Th d to attrat attenion, Numbers e to bo seen from the wiadows of ¢
5 ? MBER ISSUED BY
assing trains, and the travelle by awtomobile s often theled by the .
habitats , PENAVIOrS, dNd CONTIrol MEeTNOCS R SR ! ONTROL DIVISION
road immediatel. in advance of him, not infrequently to e ¢ 2
undoing. Then, oo, ihis sauireel L, perbaps, been moro. widely
Sivertisad than'any.of our opher manmales. A 4n SHEMEHRE

into prominence as & proven disseminator of the dreaded bubonic Slagas,
and it hau become notorious for its exceeding destructiveness to culti-

® Details on Squirrel Week LT et i

cially in the foothill and mountain regions, in recognition of its lmrr"-
ing_habits, to distinguish it from the tree-inhabiting gray and
squirrels. The book name, Beechey Ground Squirrel, much used in
the literature relating to it, is derived from t.lw

name Citellus beecheyi. This name, beecheyi, was bestowed upon

animal by its original describer (Rlchardmn, 1829, p. 170) “h hlmn
of the able and scientific Commander of the Blossom,” Captain F. W.
Beechey. The British ship *‘Blossom®” crmled '.In Pacific Ocean north-
ward even to Bering Strait during the y 1825 to 1828.

of specimens were brought back from mny lonhnu vuwed, including
San Francisco and Monlerey, among these sp

of the lqull)mll in_question.
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San Francisco ond Monterey, in California, close o the houses.
frequently stand up on their hind logs when looking round

In running, they carry the tail generally straight out, but when passi
over any little inequality, it is raised, as if to prevent it being soil
In rainy weather, and when the nem are wet and dirty,

out bnt little above groi

in 1 it

observation of Mr. Collie, and also shows how the squirrels had.

!nl‘lae nlnew years ago, begun to lmpl‘- peap le with their numbers

boldness.

The California Ground Sauirrel may be distinguished

members o the squirrel family by tho combination in it of th following

characters: essentially ground-dwelling habits, relatively large size, long

bushy tail, tall pointed cars, and generally grayish coloration with a

three sorndeed!sitvery. white patahi aneash aboulder. - Cliusih

discloses a finely dappled paitern of coloration (see Fig. 2) such as is

not shown in any tree squirrel or in any of our other ground squirrels

excpt s ear eltives the Donglas Faher, Rock and Catalina Island

squirrels. e detailed deseiptions, measurements, e, 88 given i
ing small-type paragraphs, should be studied for further

pamculln in thu conneetion.
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SQUIRRELS
MENACE
_YOUR CROPS

SPRNG DRIVE

. IS ON
KILL T"E" | Millions In Food
| Must Be Saved
Hoigﬁeulfufai @mmls | v the Mother Saquirrel Dung Brediig Season-Marin 1o May
Tor Control ,,,meﬂ‘ ods. ASqulrre} In Time
Rodent conirol Division Saves Killing Nine
cheuiiure, . ASK Your County fortcaural Commissioner HOW

Sacranenfo o FLHItie: cafifornia S ":;"‘;.“.‘.f’f.,“:.i:'-:‘“""‘ s

F1c. 56. First of the series of poslers lssued
by the Rodent Control Division during the S
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GOVERNOR WM. D. STEPHENS ENDORSES SCHOOL CONTEST)
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SQUIRRELS
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N 1917 < e "
J ey SERVE ME- SOME-
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" . ; i
oo':'\knls £ p CARLEY SPROUTS et

TG
| WAITER ,TODARY ILL
HAVE MY FAVORITE

AND YOU MAY
SERVE ML SOME-
MICE , YOUNG
BaRLEY sreours !

STATE COMMISSION OF HORTICULTURE

G. H. HECKE, Commissicner

RODENT CONTROL DIVISION

W. C. JACOBSEN, Superintendent Sacramento, Californla




SQUIRREL WEEK CAMPAIGN

®* What was the tolerance?
®* What was the message?

®* How was the public engaged?




WHY DO WE CONTROL SQUIRRELS?
THEY ARE A PEST AND CAUSE SERIOUS DAMAGE

/ Dams/
Levee/
Roulroqd

Agriculture Beds /
/ Ground

qU|rre|s are
a deirlment

/ Disease
/ a /
Roads and —
Bridges / Park
( Infrastructure
and Sport’s /

Fields




s\wRREL — DAMAGE
HAT’S OUR TOLERANCE?

Consume plants

Destroy cables and pipe

Disturb ground for invasive

plants & mowing
Damage trees, girdle roots
Cause Erosion

Weaken infrastructure

— S At




BUT THEY ARE A KEYSTONE SPECIES

o COMMON, NATIVE Photo Credit: Paul Sullivan
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CA TIGER SALAMANDER---ENDANGERED
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TOLERANCE

Eradication- Where is this necessary and feasible?
No Control Needed — Where is this desired and feasible?
Minimize Numbers and Damage

Monitor impacts

Monitor control







MESSAGE

®* Why are they being “controlled”?

®* How are we controlling them?

® What can YOU do to help the situation?




WHY?

PUBLIC SAFETY

FOOD PRODUCTION
DAMAGE TO INFRASTRUCTURE




DEVELOP A CONSISTENT MESSAGE

® Closed Landfill: Rodent Population Control at CC Park
* Squirrels, Gophers Unleash Toxins at Former Berkeley Landfill into Bay...
® City of Berkeley Plans to Kill Squirrels Accused of Spreading Toxins....
* City of Berkeley Delays Pilot Plan to Exterminate Squirrels at CC Park
® Berkeley Squirrels Saved from Execution

® Berkeley Squirrels and the Mystery of the Vanishing E-mails




HOW?

THEY ARE BOTH PEST AND PROTECTED SPECIES. WE
CONTROL THEM WHEN THEY ARE PEST...

WE DO IT WITH CARE

WE FOLLOW REGULATIONS

IT'S ILLEGAL TO RELOCATE THEM
IT'S ILLEGAL TO DROWN THEM




WHAT CAN YOU
DO?
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DO
NOT

FEED ‘P
THE SQUIRRELS!

Feeding the squirrels at the Marina
is causing overpopulation.

When this happens, the squirrels
become sick and die.

oG e ™ DO NOT FEED
R SQUIRRELS

For mars inkorsation <ot (810 99187 ’-”“ i ! Even if they look furry
o and cute




| STUYTOWN
| @ GOOD NEIGHBORS Please.don’t feed
| the animals
! Please do not | Bread and snacks are unhealthy for
| i ket squirrels, deer and birds.
within 50 | Handouts can lead to malnutrition and
| f . 5 starvation. These animals need their
| eet of this | natural diets.
| playground. ‘ Let them find their own food.

Feeding wildlife prohibited by County Ordinance #8.42.012




DO NOT FEED
THE SQUIRRELS

\F YOU ENJOY

SEEING SQUIRRELS,
DON’T FEED THEM!

An unnaturally large food supply causes
Squirrel populations to grow beyond
natural limits, Overpopulation mar be
controlled by other methods, including
poison. Please keep food away from
‘squirrels and dispose of trash safely. :
Don't cause the painful death of these
squirrele by uo?' @ them, w AR




Don’t feed squirrels in the park.

Instead, give them the cash they
can use to buy their own food.




QUESTIONS

SHEILA BARRY
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
408.282.3106

sbarry@ucanr.edu




