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Overview
u Who we are: Solid Waste Planning and Recycling 
u Countywide disposal – 3.4 Million Tons Annually
u Waste characterization – what are the numbers?
u Countywide Green “Waste”
u State:  Mandates and Goals
u Local: County’s Strategic Plan to Reduce Waste 
u County’s Zoning Ordinance – Current and Future 
u Case Studies – Decentralized Options 

u Manure Management
u On-Site Composting 
u Case study

u Technical Assistance



County of San Diego 
Solid Waste Planning and Recycling 

u Provide resources and assistance for unincorporated areas of the 
county 

u Countywide solid waste and recycling infrastructure planning 
u Technical assistance 
u Enforce State waste diversion laws



Countywide Landfill Disposal 
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2012 City of San Diego 
Waste Composition Study, Miramar Landfill 

Organics: 39%  (1.2M tons)
Food: 15%   (465,000 tons)

Organics comprise: 

• Food scraps

• Soiled papers and 

cardboard

• Yard trimmings  
(e.g. leaves, grass, 

brush)

• Lumber



State Mandates & Goals
7
Bill Description Timeframe

AB 939 • 50% diversion mandate for jurisdictions By 2000

AB 1826
• Commercial organics recycling requirements
• Jurisdictions address barriers to new organics 
facilities

Started 2016

AB  876 • Counties plan for 15-yr organics processing 
capacity Started 2017

AB 341 • 75% statewide diversion goal By 2020

AB 1594 • No diversion credit for organics used as landfill 
cover Starts 2020

SB 1383

• Statewide organic waste reduction targets 
• 50% by 2020  |  75% by 2025 
• 20% reduction in edible food disposal 

• State agencies to develop regulations

Starts 2022



Expand on 1383?



Challenges with Meeting State 
Requirements  

Ø Processing Infrastructure for food waste 
and green materials (“organics”)

Ø Zoning restrictions  



Organics Processing Infrastructure

Tons Per Year 
Organics Disposed ~1,400,000
(1.2 M Disposal + 188K ADC)

Total Processed ~320,000
Food Scraps Processed  ~10K

Max. Permitted Capacity ~670,000

Lack of Regional Capacity ~1,050,000



Current Zoning (unincorporated) 11

Limitations for agriculture for processing green waste or animal waste. 

1. Only allows materials onsite to be composted. 

2. Agricultural sites may not have all materials they need, so need ZO 
to change to allow for more local exchange of materials to allow for 
more composting of ag materials, for ag uses. 



Local Initiatives to Address State 
Mandates & Climate Concerns

¨ Strategic Plan to Reduce Waste 
¨ Climate Action Plan (Proposed) 
¨ General Plan
¨ Food System Initiative
¨ Health in All Policies Plan
¨ Live Well San Diego
¨ Regional Stormwater Resources Plan (SWRP)
¨ Strategic Energy Plan
¨ Comprehensive Renewable Energy Plan (Proposed) 
¨ Regional Air Quality Strategy 
¨ Agriculture Promotion Program



County of San Diego 
Strategic Plan to Reduce Waste

75% diversion by 2020 
90% diversion by 2040

Near term goals
Ø Supporting development of large scale organics processing facilities

Ø Onsite community and farm composting- farms, businesses, schools, 
residences, County parks & community gardens

Ø Educate residents & businesses on organics requirements & benefits



Near Term: 
Zoning Ordinance Update

¨ Zoning Amendments (in progress)
¤ Tiered System for Composting
¤ Based on Facility Size & Intensity

¨ Timeline
¤ Changes to take place in late 2020, early 2021
¤ Will need an EIR



Case Studies and Pilot Programs
Decentralized Options 

u Manure Management 
u Pilot manure pick up and land application 
u Livestock & Land Pilot in Ramona 

u On-Farm Composting 
u Costanzo Farms (see case study available)
u Terra Madre – ASP (Aerated Static Pile)
u Sweet Spot (Bergent) – Proposed 
u Del Mar Fairgrounds Infield 

u Other Decentralized
u Ramona Unified School District 



Manure Management 

Horse Manure route pilot 
- Horse manure is picked up from local horse owners by participating hauler. 

- Then the manure is land applied onto a nearby farm at state approved agronomic 
rates--1,776 tons diverted since May 2018 at one farm.



County piloting a Livestock & Land program 

- On-site manure management (windrows) at an unincorporated equestrian 
center 

- Installing new and improving existing stormwater BMP’s

- Install educational signage 

- Monitoring & Testing plan

- Demonstration site will be used for community to learn from 

- On-site trainings 

Manure Management 



On-Farm Composting

Costanzo Farm – see case study 

Terra Madre – unincorporated Escondido 

Sweet Spot Farms – Bergent
Proposed 

Del Mar Fairgrounds Infield (Mid-scale demonstration site) 



Other:
Ramona Unified School District 

- Animal Feed
- Food rescue & donation 
- Source reduction 



County Assistance Programs: 

- On-Farm composting training 

- On-Farm technical assistance 

- Small and mid-scale composting assistance 
and trainings for schools, businesses and 
community gardens. 



Case Study: Keeping it Local 

• Victorville- 130 miles
• Otay Landfill- 42 miles 
• Miramar Greenery- 18 

miles
• El Corazon- 13 miles
• Local Farm- 1 mile



Resources!



Resources!



Questions or Comments 

Stephanie Ewalt, County of San Diego

Stephanie.Ewalt@sdcounty.ca.gov

(858) 694- 2458

mailto:Stephanie.Ewalt@sdcounty.ca.gov

