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CalCAN: Early Policy Campaigns 
Investing in Sustainable Agricultural Solutions to Climate Change

2010: SB 1241 (Wolk) – Proposed Climate & Ag program (died)
2011: SB 237 (Wolk) (died)
2015: SB 367 (Wok) (died)
2016: SB 1350 (Wolk) - Established Healthy Soils program - Success

Farmland Conservation as Climate Strategy
2013: AB 823 (Eggman) – Farmland Mitigation (died)
2014: AB 1961 (Eggman) – Sustainable Farmland Strategy Act (died)
2017: SB 732 (Stern) – Ag land planning grants – Success 

Connecting On-Farm Renewable Energy  to the Grid
2011: SB 489 (Wolk) – Expanded the types of on-farm RE projects NEM - Success
2012: SB 594 (Wolk)  – Established the Net Energy Metering Aggregation  – Success 



Climate Smart Agriculture

2014: First Cap-and-Trade Investments:
uSustainable Ag Lands Conservation Program(SALCP)
uState Water Efficiency and Enhancement Program(SWEEP)
uDairy Digester Research and Development Program (DDRP)

2017: Second Wave of Climate Smart Ag Programs:
u Healthy Soils 
u Alternative Manure Management Program (AMMP)
u Adaptation program – Wildlife Conservation Board





Climate Change Investments

Over $9 billion invested in climate change programs since 2014. 





SWEEP Awards by Farm Size, 2016-17



Sustainable Ag Lands Conservation Program



Alternative Manure Management Program

$30,000,000 
$34,500,000 

$9,600,000 

$21,600,000 

2017

AMMP Requested vs. Awarded Funds, 
2017 - 2018 

Requested Awarded

2018



Healthy Soils  



Scale Up

Increase GHG emission reduction target from natural and working lands

Scale Up investments in multi-benefit Climate Smart Ag programs



Integrate

Increase the adoption of Climate Smart Ag by integrating efforts across programs.



Streamline
Focus on regulatory streamlining to improve outcomes 

for the environment and farmers. 



Level the Playing Field
Small and mid-scale farmers and socially disadvantaged farmers – least prepared for 

climate change – but important to our food security, rural viability.  
Prioritize investment here to level the playing field. 





AB 1086 – SWEEP 2.0 Bill
Authored by Assemblymember Rebecca Bauher-Kahan (D-Orinda)

1. Incorporates groundwater recharge practices into the program
2. Prioritizes grants for small and mid-scale farms and socially 

disadvantaged farmers and ranchers
3. Provides trainings to irrigation operators to maximize the benefits of 

their new systems
4. Enables CDFA to pursue integrated pilot projects with irrigation 

districts and groundwater sustainability agencies
5. Establishes a technical advisory committee to improve the program’s 

reach, user-friendliness, and develop SWEEP 2.0
Passed Assembly Floor 53-18



AB 409 – Adaptation Tools Bill 

Authored by Assemblymember Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara)

1. Develop science-based, farm-level agricultural adaptation 
planning tools. 

2. Pilot the tools in three regions with local farmers, ranchers, TA 
providers, and ag organizations. 

3. Provide trainings for TA providers and ag organizations on how to 
use the tools and effectively communicate about climate 
adaptation. 

Passed Assembly Floor 76-0



Join us!  
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