Monitoring Checklist

Monitoring Objectives:

· Perform qualitative assessment of compliance with the terms of the conservation easement as detailed below.

· Conservation Values:  Habitat for California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense) (CTS), California red‑legged frog (Rana aurora draytoni;) (RLF) and grassland habitat with a natural breeding pool site.

· The easement was granted as a mitigation easement for CTS and CRLF.

· The ranch is subject to the Grazing/Resource Management Plan.
· Monitor for: General range and condition of CTS breeding pond and aestivation habitat, grazed non-native annual grassland with patches of oak woodland.

	Monitoring Condition
	Details

Explain all responses.  All negative responses should include an explanation of discussion with landowner regarding corrective action.

	1) Observation or knowledge of any irrigation, use of fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, rodenticides, biocides or weed abatement activities in the easement area? 

Note: Must have approval by CRT and CDFG.


	

	2) Observation of any incompatible fire protection activities such as disking?  

Note: All are prohibited by easement.


	

	3) Knowledge of any entry for surface exploration or extraction of minerals in the easement area?  


	

	4) Observations of any new building, facility, billboard or other structures or improvements? 

Note: All are prohibited by easement.


	

	5) Observation of any depositing of soil, trash, ashes, garbage, waste, bio-solids, equipment or any other material?


	

	6) Observation of any excavating, dredging, or removal of loam, gravel, rock, sand or other material? If yes, was it allowed and/or approved?  (Check easement.)


	

	7) Observation of any removing, destroying, or cutting of trees, shrubs, or other vegetation?

If yes, was it approved in consultation with CRT and CDFG?


	

	8) Observation of any altering of the general topography of the easement area, including the building of roads?  


	

	9) Observations of any construction or placement of underground lines or other utilities?  


	

	10) Observation of any paving of any portion of the easement area previously unpaved?

Was permission from CRT and CDFG obtained?


	

	11) Observation of any commercial feedlots established on or within the easement area? 


	

	12) Observation of any new fences? Built with CRT and CDFG consent? 

Note:  New fences must be approved by CRT and CDFG.


	

	13) Observation of any use of off road vehicles not allowed in the easement?

See easement.
	

	14)  Observation of planting of any trees, crops, plants, shrubs, grasses or any other vegetation?

Was planting approved by CRT and CDFG? See easement.
	

	15) Observation of any alteration of hydrology of any ponds or other water courses in the easement area?

Was permission obtained? See easement.


	

	16) Observation of any agricultural activity other than grazing and related activities in accordance with the Management Plan?
	

	17) Observation of any recreational activities within the easement area? 
	

	18) Observation of any commercial or industrial uses except for grazing?


	

	19) Knowledge of any subdivision or partition of property that affects the easement area?
	

	20) Knowledge of any water rights transferred, encumbered, leased, sold or otherwise separated from the easement area?  

Check easement for permitted transfers to protect CTS and CRLG breeding pond.


	

	21) Do grazing practices appear consistent with the Management Plan?


	

	22) Observation of easement area alteration by natural causes (flood or fire)? 


	


Additional Comments:
California Rangeland Trust Easement Monitoring Checklist -  Based on Specific Easement Requirements/ Prohibitions

