
20th Century Legacies:  Variable 
Climate, Highly Engineered System
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Dams and Diversions: Good for 
People, Bad for Native Species
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Source:  Hanak et al, Managing California’s Water, 2011

Blockage of upstream habitat Disappearing wetlands



Ecosystem Challenges Loom 
Across the State
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 Ecosystems in decline 
despite decades of 
well-intentioned efforts

 Need to address water 
scarcity for people 
while addressing 
ecosystem challenges
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Native fishes in trouble


