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Major Themes

Shortcomings of contemporary 
reforms

The inevitability of politics 

Importance of equity and place

Design for context

Words of advice

Conclusion
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A cautionary tale: 
Remedies work only in 

some contexts

Goal deflation in basin wide 
management

Mixed verdict on participatory 
watershed governance

Markets and privatization 
insufficient and problematic 

IWRM and AM Better on promise than 
actual performance
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Bringing politics back in

Capturing the agenda; changing the 
image

Engaging equity, community, place

Symbols and global social 
movements

Inspiring leadership
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Design for context

Messy solutions: cultural theory 
suggests consistency leads to error

Supplying what is missing in 
contexts is critical

Policy designs and institutions 
require continual vigilance
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Advice

The perfect can be the enemy of the 
good

Reorganizations mean years lost to 
readjustment. 

HydrologicallY-based institutions 
are not magic bullets

Equity and needs of the poor 
fundamental

Mix and match policy tools

More science many not help
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Advice continued

Understand culture and place

Anticipate Implementation problems

Inept government not remedied by 
privatization and markets

Even good government must act to 
proactively ensure that the markets 

serve society and the environment and 
not just itself

Cultivate stewardship

Maintain credibility and trust
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Conclusion

No universal remedies exist

PolitIcs are inevitable and not 
replaceable by collaboration and 

participation

Big change requires new symbols, 
mobilization and leadership

Context is more important than 
purity of approaches
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