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Forest Management Plans

• Define goals and objectives 

o What do you want out of your property?

o What is your desired future stand condition?

• Identifies current property conditions:

o Physical and biological setting

o Management constraints

• Provides site specific recommendations on how to treat your vegetation and roads

• Is meant to help you actively manage your forestland for the next 5-10 years and 
into the future



Importance of Having a Plan
• Forest Management Plans help you define your goals and provides a road 

map to managing your property into the future

• Know where you are going so you don’t get lost   prioritize goals and treatments

• Understand the ecology of your forestland and how to manage for the future

• Overtime, are you seeing the results you want?   adaptive management



Getting Ready for Your RPF

• Clearly articulate your goals and objectives (think both short and long term)

• Think about what type and size of treatments you can feasibly take on
(physically, emotionally, financially…)

• Is there anything you really want to do or are not willing to do?

• Do you have any constraints (CC&Rs, Conservation Easements)                                 
or assets (equipment or skills)?

• Research the history of the property or area



Property Map

• Walk your roads and trails

• Know your streams and springs

• Identify your infrastructure

• Get to know your stand types

• Identify other special areas of interest



California Forest Improvement Program 
(CFIP)

• Program of CAL FIRE

• Funded by Prop 68 bond measure

• Applications are accepted year-round but ranked only 4x per year 

• Must hire a Registered Professional Forester (RPF)

• Must have an approved Forest Management Plan (FMP) to apply for veg treatment

• Can apply to complete an FMP through CFIP

• Incentive payments are 75-90% of CFIP’s cap rates                                    
(actual costs may exceed cap rates)

• Incentive payments released after project completed with proof of contractor 
payment

• Restrictions: Must have ≥ 20 ac of land; treatment units must be ≥ 5 ac



How to Apply for CFIP
• The required pieces of a complete application package are:

• Four original CFIP Agreements

• One each:
 CFIP Application 

 Payee Data Record 

 CFIP Project Budget

 Project description

 RPF checklist

 Vicinity map

 Project Map

• Copy of deed or certificate of trust

https://www.fire.ca.gov/grants/california-forest-improvement-program-cfip/



Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP)

• Program of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

• Provides free technical assistance by resource professional

• May chose to apply for incentives payments that help offset costs to 
complete work

• Applications are accepted year-round but ranked only 3-4x per year 

• Incentive payments are a flat rate per acre - $ amount depends on type 
of work preformed

• Incentive payments released after project completed

• Program NOT meant to cover complete cost of project

• Restrictions: Cannot grow cannabis; cannot have AGI >$900,000



How to Apply for EQIP

• Contact your local NRCS field office



Exercise: Landowner Objectives 

Revisit, revise, and refine based on 
discussion and presented material.

This should be roughly sketched out 
prior to RPF visit.





Exercise: Mgmt. Plan Implementation

Sketch out desired future forest 
conditions, road system 
improvements, fire prevention 
activities, etc.
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