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Agenda:

• Why we want to build relationships 
with reporters

• How to find reporters who cover 
your subject 

• How to build a relationship with 
reporters

• What reporters want



Why should you work with news media?
• Visibility
• Accountability
• Outreach & education
• Partnering 
• Funding



Look for the name of reporters on 
stories about subjects related to your 
work.

Their contact information is usually 
next to their name or at the end of the 
article.



Establish yourself as a source

• Knowledgeable
• Credible – Introduce yourself with your 

title and affiliation with UC Cooperative 
Extension or appropriate UC program

• Approachable
• Helpful



Connect with journalists







Share background material

• Fact sheets
• Press releases
• Articles you’ve 

written on the 
subject

• Website addresses



Engage a reporter 

• Invite them to an event
• Offer to give them a tour
• Give them a new angle on 

a timely subject



The medium is the message

• Television – visual, 
engaging

• Radio – sound, create 
visuals with words

• Newspaper – Visual, 
more detailed, in-depth

• Internet/blogs/
social media – Video, 
audio, photos, links



Advice from reporters



“Times are changing.”

I spend a lot more time on 
social media than ever.

We find ideas and story tips in 
social media posts.



“Twitter is where 
I am often.”

“I get story ideas 
there.”



“If you’re telling me about a 
field day or other event, 
e-mails with an attached 
Word doc or .pdf are still the 
best.”

“Farm advisors who regularly 
update their social media this 
is a quick way to put that in 
front of me and keep me 
updated on stuff you think 
might interest me. “





What is news?
Timely information that affects one’s health, wealth, heart or mind

• Promoting economic prosperity in California
• Developing a qualified workforce for California
• Safeguarding abundant and healthy food for all Californians
• Protecting California’s natural resources
• Building climate-resilient communities and ecosystems
• Promoting healthy people and communities
• Developing an inclusive and equitable society



Strategic Communications

• Jeannette Warnert, (559) 646-6074, 
cell (559) 240-9850, jewarnert@ucanr.edu

• Pam Kan-Rice, (530) 750-1221, 
cell (510) 206-3476, 
pam.kanrice@ucanr.edu

• Ricardo Vela, cell (951) 660-9887, 
ricardo.vela@ucr.edu
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