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Housekeeping Details

Introductions

Did you sign in and verify your email address?

Restrooms down the hall

Compostable disposables

Weeding



Homework: 

Germination Test



What are seeds?

“The seed contains an embryonic plant

in a dormant state of development 

along with food reserves to sustain it 

through germination.”



Why start from seed?

(Either direct or transplants)



Germination: 

Activating the dormant embryo

Seed dependent



Ideal seed starting conditions

•Sterile seed mix, not garden soil

•Clean container

•Warm, moist soil

•Light dependent on seed type



Starting seeds in pots



Examples of seed starting 

containers



Providing warmth



Caring for seedlings



Watering seedlings



Light for seedlings



Cotyledons



Cotyledons and true leaves

Tomato Pepper

Cucumber



How to select healthy plants in the nursery



Make your own seed mix

Ideal characteristics of a germinating medium:

Fine and uniform in texture

Well aerated and loose

Free of insects, disease organisms and weed seeds

Low in total soluble salts

Able to hold moisture yet drain well



Make your own seed mix

Possible ingredients:

Compost, commercially made

Coir, sustainable substitute for peat

Sand

Perlite

Vermiculite



Hands On Activities

Seed mixes

Starting seeds

Up-Potting seedlings



Deciding what to grow

?





Timing, direct seed & transplanting





For next week

• Fill in planting exercise

• Bring any garden bugs.

• Bring samples of weeds.


