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What are the most important 
elements of a burn plan? 



Basic Plan Information



Project Area Description

• General location description

• Lat/long

• Unit description

– Size

– Slope/aspect/fuels (w/in unit and 
adjacent)

– Special features

• Unit map(s)



Project Goals and Objectives

S.M.A.R.T. Objectives: specific, measurable, attainable, relevant, time-bound



Pre-Burn Considerations

• Unit preparation
– Line type/construction, pre-treatment of 

fuels, grazing deferment, etc. 

• Water supply (quantity, location, etc.)

• Unit access (roads, signage needs, etc.)

• Plan for protecting values at risk 
(structures, water lines, cultural sites, 
etc.)



Prescription



Smoke Management



Ignition/Holding Plan

• Firing plan: sequence, patterns, devices, etc.

• Holding plan
– Anticipated fire behavior within unit and adjacent 

to the unit: flame length, rate of spread

– Production rates: how quickly can your crews and 
resources construct line if needed? 

– Determine resources (people, engines, etc.) 
needed to safely conduct the burn
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Post-Burn Activities

• Mop-up and patrol plan
– Activities & timeframes

• Other activities (optional)
– Fire effects monitoring plan

– Project rehabilitation plan



Notifications
Pre-Burn Notifications

• Neighbors

• Air quality management district

• Local fire agency

• Others as identified in SMP

Day-of-burn notifications

• CAL FIRE

• Air quality management district

• Other fire agencies

• Other: neighbors, law enforcement, etc.



Other potential elements

• Wildfire conversion plan

• Risk management activities
– Contingency plan

– Medical plan

– Communications plan

– Briefing checklist

– Safety plan

• Go-no-go checklist
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