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15 Reasons Why People Don’t Do It

Ed Smith
Natural Resource Specialist

University of Nevada
Cooperative Extension
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Defensible Space Fundamentals

REMOVE CREATE MAKE IT
THE SEPARATION LEAN, CLEAN
DISTANCE DEAD AND GREEN
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Defensible Space...
v Homeowner responsibility

v Proactive
v" Firefighter safety
v Effective
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“This information has not only
been available to the public, it
has virtually been poured over
them... And many residents
have gotten the message; they
just don’t act on Iit.”

“How Can We Live With Wildland Fire”
University of California 1997












Action =

Motivation +
Means +
Opportunity




Obstacles to homeowner
action to create defensible
space are due to:

e Lack of Motivation
e Lack of Means
e Lack of Opportunity



Based on review of
surveys and experience...

15 Motive, Means, or
Opportunity reasons
were identified...






Reason #1

“I didn’t know there was
wildfire threat In my
neighborhood.”



Photo courtesy of Dave Ma§/, CCFD

Unaware




Reason #2

“It won’t happen to me.”
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Reason #3

“It's all fate, when
your number IS up,
Its up.”



Destiny



Reason #4

“It won't make a
difference”



Futility



Reason #5

“It's not my job.”



Irresponsible



Reason #6

“So what, my Iinsurance
will build me a new
house.”






Reason #

0

“If It was really important,
my Insurance company
would give me a break on
my premium.”






Reason #8

“It's wrong to cut trees.”



Unnatural or wrong



Reason #9

“It won’t look good.”
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Aesthetics and Function



Reason #10

“I| don’t want to because
of (pick one) poison oak,
lyme disease,
hantavirus, etc.”
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Discomfort






Reason #11

“ don’t have the time or
money to do It.”






Reason #12

“ don’'t know what to do.”
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Living WithFire®

helping Nevadans live more safely with the

t of witdfire.
Research shows that how the house is built, the
characteristics of the adjacent vegetation, and routine
mai nce often determine which homes burn and
which survive. The purpose of Living With Fire is to
provide homeowners with wildfire threat reduction

experts. This program also provides suggestions about
what to do during and after a fire.
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Reason #13

“I| don’t have an easy
way to get rid of all that
stuff...”




Disposal






Reason #14

“It's against the law.”



lllegal



Reason #15

“ don’t own It.”



Lack ownership






Action =

Motivation +
Means +
Opportunity




“When devising strategies to
promote the adoption of wildfire
defenses among people In the

I-Zone, be sure you are
addressing the real problem.”

Dr. Ron Hodgson, I-Zone 1996



Are there other reasons
why people don’t reduce

the wildfire threat to
their properties?



What are the main reasons
your neighborhood ?

or

a
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