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Event Summary  

The third Lake Tahoe Basin Wildfire Awareness Week (LTBWAW) was held May 26th to 
June 3rd 2012. Using grant funds from the Nevada Division of Forestry, the University of 
California and University of Nevada Cooperative Extensions coordinated this multi-
agency effort. Twenty different organizations including local, state, and federal fire 
agencies, local and regional government and recreation organizations collaborated to 
host events. 25 different agency staff and volunteers participated in a series of six 
planning committee meetings held from February to June 2012.  
 
The goal of Wildfire Awareness Week 2012 was to promote community based 
defensible space activities. The planning committee chose the theme “Wildfire Survival: 
Your Home, Your Responsibility” as a focus of promotional efforts. The focus of the 
week was to promote homeowner and resident actions that reduce the risk from wildfire 
to homes and communities.  
 
Activities provided information and resources to reduce wildfire risk to homes by 
upgrading vulnerable home components, conducting defensible space activities, and 
having an evacuation plan. Creating defensible space involves selecting and 
maintaining vegetation near the home, thereby reducing the risk homes will be ignited 
and destroyed during a wildfire. Fire resistant homes have fire-rated roofs, covered 
vents to reduce the risk of ember intrusion, fire resistant construction materials and are 
in good repair. Successful evacuations during wildfires require having a plan in place 
and an evacuation kit assembled. 
 
The week included 11 events and activities with over 2,190 direct participants. Events 
included free yard waste drop off days, a wildfire evacuation drill, a presentation on the 
Angora fire five years later, garden classes, a fuels reduction field trip, a wildfire film 
series, presentations in local classrooms, ember games at an outdoor school, tabling at 
a local grocery store, and a webinar series. 
 
The event was advertised by posting over 200 copies of a “Wildfire Survival” poster 
throughout the Tahoe Basin. 39,000 postcards with the Get Defensive theme and tips 
on how to implement defensible space were printed and mailed to all homeowners in 
the Tahoe Basin. Newspaper and radio PSAs, TV and radio appearances, and a new 
set of banners were used to advertise the event. All promotions directed residents to the 
Living with Fire website (http://www.livingwithfire.info/tahoe) for more specific 
information.  
 
Resolutions in support of the week were passed by the Tahoe Regional Planning 
Agency, the City of South Lake Tahoe, El Dorado, Douglas, and Washoe Counties. A 
joint proclamation endorsing 2012 Lake Tahoe Basin Wildfire Awareness Week was 
issued by Nevada and California and signed by both governors. 
 
 

http://www.livingwithfire.info/tahoe


4 
 

Effort Summary  

The planning committee met on June 27th to review the success of the week.  
Media efforts went especially well this year, due in large part to coordination by the 
USFS. Newspaper reports were extensive and included other messaging about fire 
season and the fifth anniversary of the Angora fire. Media attention may also have been 
due to early onset of fire season and predictions of an active fire season this year (as 
opposed to the very wet year last year). Blogs, tweets, YouTube and Facebook posts 
were much more coordinated this year than in the past.  
 
However, without more active participation by the Nevada Fire Safe Council, the 
number of local neighborhood events was down. Some events sponsored by local fire 
agencies had sparse attendance as the week is early in the summer season and not all 
second home owners are in town. Events with youth went well however, as students are 
still in school during this week. 
 
The planning group has been working on developing a separate Lake Tahoe Wildfire 
Awareness Week (LTWAW) for the last three years funded by a grant by the Nevada 
Division of Forestry. The grant expires next week so next steps needed if the effort is to 
continue were discussed. The assembled group confirmed that hosting a separate 
LTWAW has value, because of the special characteristics of basin residents. California 
and Nevada hold their awareness weeks the first week of May which is both too early 
for residents and for the weather in Tahoe.  
 
The first LTWAW in 2010 was held in July to try to reach residents when they are here, 
but fire professionals felt that was too late in the season to be encouraging completion 
of defensible space which should be done by June. LTWAW in 2011 was held around 
Memorial Day in order to get a good start on fire season, however, several events had 
to be cancelled due to heavy snow. In addition, getting attendance at events during this 
week is difficult, even without snow, because fewer residents are in town.  
 
The planning group present affirmed that the week of Memorial Day is the appropriate 
week for Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week, but that the group emphasis should 
shift to outreach and media efforts rather than hosting in-person events, especially in 
areas, like Incline Village where very few residents have arrived yet for the summer. 
Those assembled committed to hosting the 2013 Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week 
May 25th to June 1st, 2013.  
 

Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week Collaborators 

The 20 different organizations collaborated in this endeavor including:

 American Red Cross 

 Cal Fire 

 City of South Lake Tahoe 

 Fallen Leaf Lake Fire Protection District 
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 Great Basin Outdoor School  

 Lake Tahoe Regional Fire Chiefs Association 

 Lake Valley Fire Protection District 

 Meeks Bay Fire Protection District 

 Nevada Department of Transportation 

 Nevada Division of Forestry  

 Nevada Fire Safe Council  

 Nevada Tahoe Conservation District  

 North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection District  

 North Tahoe Fire Department 

 South Lake Tahoe Fire Department 

 Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District  

 Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

 Tahoe Resource Conservation District 

 US Forest Service Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit 

 University of California Cooperative Extension 

 University of Nevada Cooperative Extension 
 
The following 25 people attended at least one of the six planning committee meetings 
for wildfire awareness week held February 1st, February 29th, March 21st, April 25th, 
May 16th, and June 27th, 2012: 

 Kristi Boosman, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

 Beth Brady, US Forest Service  

 Gretchen Eichar, Tahoe Resource Conservation District 

 Sarah Ford, Tahoe Resource Conservation District 

 Dave Goodell, Nevada Tahoe Conservation District 

 Martin Goldberg, Lake Valley Fire Protection District 

 Ann Grant, Nevada Fire Safe Council volunteer 

 Eric Guevin, Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District 

 Lisa Herron, US Forest Service 

 Lesley Higgins, Fire Safe Council volunteer, Incline Village 

 Susie Kocher, University of California Cooperative Extension, South Lake Tahoe 

 Steve Lewis, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension 

 Candace Lowery, Nevada Fire Safe Council  

 Marty Scheureman, North Tahoe Fire Protection District 

 Tia Rancourt, North Lake Tahoe Fire 

 Megan Scheeline, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

 Sonya Sistare, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension 

 Ed Smith, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension 

 K.T. Smith, Nevada Fire Safe Council volunteer 

 Terry Sumner, Nevada Fire Safe Council  
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 Valerie Sweetland, US Forest Service 

 Doug Taggart, Meeks Bay Fire Protection District 

 Terri Tucker, Lake Valley Fire Protection District 

 Courtney Walker, Tahoe Resource Conservation District 

 Dave Zaski, North Tahoe Fire Protection District 

 

Wildfire Awareness Week Events 

The following events were held as part of Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week. 

Date Event Host Location Partners Attendance 

5/26/
2012 

Community Clean Up 
Day – Free green waste 
and refuse drop off 
 

Meeks Bay 
Fire Protection 
District 

Meeks 
Bay, CA 
 

Placer County 
Department of 
Transportation 

250 people 
with 133 loads 

of material 
180 yards 

green waste 

5/26/ 
2012 

Tabling at Safeway Tahoe-
Douglas FPD 

Roundhill, 
NV 

American Red 
Cross 

 

5/28/
2012 

Tahoe Truckee Home 
Show 
 

CalFire  Truckee, 
CA 
 

Truckee Fire 
Protection District 

1500 

5/31/ 
2012 
 

Wildfire Evacuation Drill Tahoe 
Douglas FPD 

Zephyr 
Cove, NV 

Nevada Fire Safe 
Council -  Chimney 
rock chapter 

150 

6/2/ 
2012 

‘Five Years Post Angora 
Fire – lessons For Incline 
Village/Crystal Bay’, Fire 
and Fuels Walking Tour 
of Woods creek 

North Lake 
Tahoe Fire 
Protection 
District 

Incline 
Village, NV 
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6/2/ 
2012 

Landscaping for Fire 
Safety and Wildlife 
 

Nevada Tahoe 
Conservation 
District 

Sierra 
Nevada 
College, 
Incline 
Village, NV 

North Lake Tahoe 
Fire Protection 
District,  

8 
 

6/7/ 
2012 

Living with Fire Ember 
House activity with 6

th
 

graders 

University of 
Nevada 
Cooperative 
Extension 

Zephyr 
Cove, NV 

Great Basin 
Outdoor School 

60 

5/25-
6/5/ 
2012 
 

Fire Adapted 
Communities Webinar – 
5/25 Defensible Space, 
Wildfire Evacuation, 
Conservation 
Landscaping, Improving 
home survivability, Fire 
Risk Reduction by the US 
Forest Service, Working 
with your community 

UC 
Cooperative 
Extension 

On-line 
 

University of 
Nevada 
Cooperative 
Extension, Tahoe 
Regional Planning 
Agency, North 
Tahoe, North Lake 
Tahoe, Tahoe 
Douglas FPD 

58 

5/29-
6/1/ 

Wildfire Awareness Week 
– film festival 

City of South 
Lake Tahoe 

South Lake 
Tahoe, CA 

Explore Tahoe An 
Urban Trailhead 

10 
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Date Event Host Location Partners Attendance 

2012  

5/28/- 
7/8/ 
2012 
 

Compost Your 
combustibles 

Tahoe 
Douglas Fire 
Protection 
District  
 

Heavenly 
Valley 
Parking, 
Stateline, 
NV 

Kingsbury GID, 
Summit Village 
HOA, and South 
Tahoe Refuse 

About XX,  
XX tons waste 

6/7-
6/12 
2012 

Wildfire Awareness Week 
6

th
 grade school 

presentations 

Tahoe 
Resource 
Conservation 
District 

South Lake 
Tahoe, CA 
 

Lake Tahoe Unified 
School District 

150 6
th
 

graders 

 
Total Events                        11 

 
20 

 

 
Total participants 

 
2,192 

 

 

Event Photos and Flyers 

 

 

Figure 1. New 2012 Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week banner between the Montbleu and the Horizon Casinos in 
Stateline, NV. 
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Figure 2. Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District advertising their 2012 Compost your Combustible event in Stateline, NV. 

 

Figure 3. The City of South Lake Tahoe's Explore Tahoe center which hosted the Wildfire Awareness Week film series, 2012. 
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Figure 4. Visitors watching the Wildfire Awareness Week film festival offerings at Explore Tahoe, Heavenly Village, n South 
Lake Tahoe, CA 

 

 

Figure 5. Tahoe Douglas FPD pine need drop off at Heavenly Ski resort in Stateline, NV 
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Figure 6. Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District wildfire evacuation drill signage, May 31st, 2012 

 

Figure 7. Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District and the US Forest Service unify their command of the incident during the 
wildfire evacuation drill, May 31st, 2012 
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Figure 8. Barbecue being prepared for participants in the Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District wildfire evacuation drill on 
May 31st, 2012. 

 

Figure 9. North Lake Tahoe Fire Department forester Forest Schafer teaching residents how to landscape for wildlife and fire 
safety, June 2nd, 2012 
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Figure 10. Gretchen Eichar and Courtney Walker from the Tahoe Resource Conservation District talk to 6th graders at South 
Tahoe Middle School about the youth Living with Fire video, June 7th, 2012. 

 

 

Figure 11. Gretchen Eichar from the Tahoe Resource Conservation District tells 6th graders at South Tahoe Middle School 
about the fire triangle, June 7th, 2012 
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Figure 12. Courtney Walker from the Tahoe Resource Conservation District walks  6th graders at South Tahoe Middle School 

through the Living with Fire Homeowner’s guide, June 7th,2012 

 

 

 

Figure 13. South Tahoe Middle School students do a fact "scavenger hunt" through the Living with Fire guide. 
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Fire Adapted Communities Webinar Series 

 

The University of California Cooperative Extension hosted a six part webinar series as part of the 2012 

Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week. The goal was to reach second home owners and others living at a 

distance from the Lake Tahoe basin with the “Wildfire Survival. Your Home. Your Responsibility” 

message. A total of 16 presenters from 12 organizations presented information on defensible space, 

best management practices for water quality, wildfire evacuation, conservation landscaping, working 

with neighbors and the community and fire risk reduction by the US Forest Service. Webinars were 

recorded live. Those in attendance on-line were able to ask questions of the presenters. The webinars 

were recorded and are available for future viewing to all at: http://ucanr.org/tahoefirewebinar/.  

 

Figure 14.  Presentation by Ed Smith, University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, on creating fire adapted communities at 
Lake Tahoe, May 25th, 2012 

http://ucanr.org/tahoefirewebinar/
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Figure 15. Presentation by Mike Vollmer, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, on how to integrate defensible space with erosion 
control best practices, May 25

th
, 2012 

 

Figure 16. Presentation by Courtney Walker, Tahoe Resource Conservation District, on how to get a free BMP site evaluation, 
May 25th, 2012 
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Figure 17. Presentation by Mark Regan, North Lake Tahoe Fire Protection District, on how to evacuate during a wildfire, May 
29th, 2012 

 

Figure 18. Presentation by Dave Zaski, North Tahoe Fire Protection District, on information needs during a wildfire, May 
29th, 2012 
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Figure 19. Presentation by Jim Hardison, Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District, about their district's evacuation drill, May 
29th, 2012 

 

 

Figure 20. Presentation by Susie Kocher, University of California Cooperative Extension, using native trees in defensible space 
May 30th, 2012 
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Figure 21. Presentation by Lesley Higgins, Nevada Tahoe Conservation District, on using backyard native plants in 
landscaping, May 30th, 2012 

 

Figure 22. Presentation by Wendy West, University of California Cooperative Extension,  on the new UC Master Gardener 
program in the Tahoe basin, May 30th, 2012. 
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Figure 23. Presentation by Steve Quarles, Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety, on understanding home 
vulnerability to wildfire, May 31st, 2012 

 

 

Figure 24. Presentation by Gareth Harris, Lake Valley Fire Protection District, on rebuilding after the Angora fire, May 31st, 
2012 
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Figure 25. Presentation by Beth Brady, Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, on living next to the national forest in the Lake 
Tahoe basin, June 1st, 2012 

 

Figure 26. Presentation by Kyle Jacobsen, Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, on the South Shore Fuel Reduction project, 
June 1st, 2012 
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Figure 27. Presentation by Eric Guevin, Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District and Martin Goldberg, Lake Valley Fire 
Protection District on working with your fire departments and neighbors to reduce fire risk in your community, June 5th, 

2012. 

 

Figure 28. Presentation by Glen Smith, Nevada Fire Safe Council volunteer, on motivating neighbors to organize for 
defensible space, June 5th, 2012 
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Proclamations & Resolutions 

To commemorate the third Lake Tahoe basin week, California and Nevada worked 
together to issue a joint proclamation by their governors. Counties and cities also 
passed a resolution supporting the week. Proclamations and resolutions were issued 
by: 
 

 California and Nevada through a Joint Proclamation of signed by Nevada 
Governor Brian Sandoval and California Governor Jerry Brown 

 Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

 City of South Lake Tahoe  

 Washoe County  

 North Tahoe Fire Protection District Board 

 El Dorado County  

 Douglas County  
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Media Coverage  

 

Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week 2012 was covered on television, radio, and print 

through stories, interviews, public service announcements and social media. 

Newspapers 

 Press releases were sent to multiple media outlets and news of Lake Tahoe Wildfire 

Awareness Week was carried by many. Coverage was typically combined with 

messages about the fire season coming up or the fifth anniversary of the Angora fire. 
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Television  

TV appearances - Fire professionals from Tahoe Basin fire protection districts and the 

US Forest Service appeared in four joint segments on Tahoe TV during wildfire 

awareness week to discuss defensible space, wildfire evacuation and fire prevention. 

Each segment was taped and posted on the Living with Fire Facebook page for 

additional media impact. The station reaches 200,500 cable households. The posted 

YouTube segments were viewed 85 times in the month of June.  

 

 

Figure 29. Eric Guevin from Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District and Lisa Herron from the US Forest Service talking about 
Wildfire Awareness Week on Tahoe TV. May 26th, 2012. 
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Figure 30. Tia Rancourt from North Lake Tahoe and Martin Goldberg from Lake Valley Fire Protection District on Tahoe TV 
talking about doing defensible space during Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week, May 30

th
, 2012 

 

Figure 31. Martin Goldberg from Lake Valley Fire Protection District on Tahoe TV talking about the usefulness of the Living 
with Fire publication during Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week, May 30

th
, 2012. 
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Figure 32. Lisa Herron from the USFS Lake Tahoe Basin management Unit appearing on Tahoe TV talking about Lake Tahoe 
wildfire Awareness Week and wildfire evacuation, May 31

st
, 2012 

 

 

Figure 33. Lisa Herron from the US Forest Service and Eric Guevin from Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District talking about 
fire prevention during Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week on Tahoe TV June 1st, 2012 
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Wildfire Awareness Week was also covered by a local video blog at 

http://FabulousLakeTahoe.blogspot.com/ in the June 2012 events in Tahoe edition. 

 

Figure 34. Opening of the June 2012 event calendar with several minutes devoted to 2012 Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness 
Week. The YouTube of the post was viewed 370 times throughout the month. 

 

Additionally, short stories about the Tahoe-Douglas  Fire Protection District wildfire 

evacuation on May 31st were carried by Channel 2-KTVN and Channel 4-KRNV Reno. 

Radio 

Radio Interviews - Interviews on local radio stations were coordinated this year with 

both live and recorded appearances made by multiple agencies. 

 KTHO - Eric Guevin, Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District and Susie Kocher, UC 

Cooperative Extension did a 15 minute radio interview on KTHO’s Tahoe 

Perspective show May 22nd, 2012 to advertise Wildfire Awareness Week  

 KTHO - Lisa Herron, Monday, May 21 at 8 a.m., 12 minute piece 

 KRLT/KOWL - Lisa Herron, Thursday, May 24 at 8:40 a.m., 15 minute piece 

 KRLT/KOWL - Susie Kocher, UC Cooperative Extension, Friday, June 1 at 8:40 

a.m., 15 minute piece 

http://fabulouslaketahoe.blogspot.com/
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Radio PSAs - The Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit had Public Service 

Announcements read on local radio stations (KTHO/ KRLT/KOWL) during Lake Tahoe 

Wildfire Awareness Week, May 26 through June 2, 2012: 

Defensible Space: The official start of summer is just around the corner in the Lake Tahoe 

Basin.  High temperatures and dry vegetation are a hazardous combination.  The accumulation 

of weeds and dry brush present a serious fire hazard to your home.  Maintain a defensible 

space around your home that will allow firefighters to effectively defend and potentially save 

your home in the event of a wildfire.  Remove pine needles from your roof and gutters, trim low 

hanging branches above your home and properly remove any dead trees, create separation 

between your home and dense undergrowth and plant less flammable vegetation.  Whether you 

are a full-time or part-time resident, you can help protect our wildland areas.  Visit 

livingwithfire.info for more information.  This message is brought to you by the Forest Service 

and this station. 

Be Ember Aware: Will your home survive the arrival of embers in the event of a wind driven 

wildfire?  Many homes lost in wildfires are ignited by falling embers that are carried by the wind 

ahead of the wildfire.  A wildfire a mile away can be at your door within minutes.  You can 

reduce the threat to your home and neighborhood by removing pine needles and leaves from 

your roof and cleaning out debris from beneath decks, stairways, and overhangs.  Replacing 

your wood shingle roof with composite shingles is also a good idea.  With a little advance 

preparation, you can protect your home in the event of a wildfire.  Visit livingwithfire.info for 

more information. This message is brought to you by the Forest Service and this station. 

Campfires: Illegal and improper campfires are the cause of many wildfires.  Educate yourself 

on the proper way to build, maintain and extinguish a campfire.  First, make sure you have a 

campfire permit and know the rules of where and when you can have a fire.  Visit a Forest 

Service office to obtain your campfire permit and find out if fire restrictions are in 

place.  Campfires are only allowed in Forest Service fire rings in developed recreation sites or 

designated areas.  Don’t leave your campfire unattended.  Have a shovel and water available 

for extinguishing your campfire.  Put your campfire out with water, stir and drown again if 

necessary, and then feel with the back of your hands for any remaining heat.  A campfire can 

provide for a fun and unforgettable experience for the entire family when built and maintained 

properly.  Visit livingwithfire.info for more information. This message is brought to you by the 

Forest Service and this station. 

Cigarettes and the Forest: How do you discard your cigarette butt when you’re done 

smoking?  Visitors and residents are reminded that cigarettes – if not disposed of properly – can 

cause pine needles and dry grass to catch fire, which can then spread to larger shrubs and 

trees and cause a wildland fire.  Make sure you dispose of your cigarette in a proper receptacle 

and not in a trash can or in the forest.  You can prevent wildfires by smoking responsibly!  Visit 

livingwithfire.info for more information. This message is brought to you by the Forest Service 

and this station. 

Social Media  

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/laherron/Desktop/2012%20Wildfire%20Awareness%20Week/PSAs/2012/livingwithfire.info
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/laherron/Desktop/2012%20Wildfire%20Awareness%20Week/PSAs/2012/livingwithfire.info
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/laherron/Desktop/2012%20Wildfire%20Awareness%20Week/PSAs/2012/livingwithfire.info
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/laherron/Desktop/2012%20Wildfire%20Awareness%20Week/PSAs/2012/livingwithfire.info
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Collaborators this year used Twitter and Facebook to keep people informed about Lake 

Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week. 

Twitter - The US Forest Service sent out the following tweets about the week on their 

Twitter account to their 1,927 followers on May 25, May 29, May 30, May 31, and June 

1.   

 May 25 – Illegal & improper campfires are the cause of most wildfires in the Lake Tahoe 

Basin. Learn how to build, maintain & extinguish a campfire. 

 May 29 – Meet Smokey Bear at Explore Tahoe Tue, May 29 at 1:30 pm, part of Wildfire 

Awareness Week, May 26 thru June 1.  

 May 30 – Many homes lost in wildfires are ignited by falling embers. Defensible space 

around your home will help reduce the risk. 

 May 31 – In wildfire country, emergency preparedness is essential. Plan ahead for 

possible evacuation of your family and your pets. 

 June 1 – Reduce wildfire risk to homes. Replace wood shake roofs, use fire resistant 

construction materials & plant low fire hazard vegetation. 

The USFS also sent out Tweets to let their followers know about each of the webinars in the 

Creating Fire Adapted Communities in the Tahoe Basin webinar series. 

 May 25 – Wildfire Awareness Week webinar series presents Defensible Space, Fri, May 

25, noon-1pm. Register at ucanr.org/tahoefirewebinar. 

 May 29 – Wildfire Awareness Week webinar series presents Emergency Preparedness, 

Tue, May 29, noon-1pm. Register at ucanr.org/tahoefirewebinar. 

 May 30 – Wildfire Awareness Week webinar series presents Conservation Landscaping, 

Wed, May 30, noon-1pm. Register at ucanr.org/tahoefirewebinar. 

 May 31 - Wildfire Awareness Week webinar series presents Home Survivability, Thu, 

May 31, noon-1pm. Register at ucanr.org/tahoefirewebinar. 

 June 1 - Wildfire Awareness Week webinar series presents Fire Prevention, Fri, June 1, 

noon-1pm. Register at ucanr.org/tahoefirewebinar. 

 June 5 - Wildfire Awareness Week webinar series presents working with Your 

Community, Tue, June 5, noon-1pm. Register at ucanr.org/tahoefirewebinar. 

Facebook - Recordings of interviews on Tahoe TV and radio stations, as well as links to 

media stories and webinar recordings were posted on the Living with Fire Facebook 

page. The total weekly reach was 1,243. This was the number of unique individuals who 

saw content on the Living with Fire webpage between May 31st and June 6th.  
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Figure 35. This chart shows how many people saw page posts from the Living with Fire FaceBook page May 28
th

 to June 3
rd

, 
2012. It is broken down by how many times each person viewed the content during this period. 

 

Promotional Efforts  

 
Posters - The poster to advertise Wildfire Awareness Week was designed and printed 
using grant funding from the Nevada Division of Forestry. Featuring the “Wildfire 
Survival. Your Home. Your Responsibility” message, 250 copies of the 11” by 17” poster 
were distributed throughout the Tahoe Basin.  
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2012 Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week poster displayed around the basin 

 
 
Postcards – 39,000 postcards with the “Wildfire Survival. Your Home. Your 
Responsibility” theme were printed and mailed to all homeowners in the Tahoe Basin. 
The postcards were sent to mailing addresses, many from outside the area in an 
attempt to focus attention on Wildfire Awareness Week and give tips on implementing 
defensible space and upgrading of homes. The mailing list developed by soliciting 
parcel records from each of the four counties in the Tahoe Basin. 
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Front of 2012 Wildfire Awareness Week postcard sent to all 39,000 Tahoe households. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

53 

 
Back of Wildfire Awareness Week postcard with defensible space and home upgrading tips sent to all Tahoe 

basin homeowners, April 2012. 

 
Signage - The Nevada Department of Transportation Division II in Northern Nevada  
participated by featuring a wildfire awareness message on their Dynamic Message 
Signs during the week. These are located in highly visible spots along major interstates 
and highways in Carson City, Douglas County, and Washoe County. The message  
“It’s Wildfire Awareness Week” and “Be Wildfire Ready, Your Home, Be Responsible” 
was posted  
5/26 – 6/3 at the Tahoe Basin entry points including SR 431 both south and northbound; 
US 50 east and westbound and I-80 westbound at Boomtown. 
 
Website - Tahoe Wildfire Awareness Week was promoted through the Living with Fire 

Tahoe website (www.livingwithfire.info/tahoe). However, this year the website was in the 

middle of an upgrade and so no changes could be made to it and no resources 

uploaded. Therefore, the site provided a link to the Lake Tahoe Wildfire Awareness 

Week webpage on the UCCE Central Sierra page. Individual calendar events were 

listed and all promotions carried the website address to help advertise events 

(http://ucanr.org/wildfireawarenessweek/).   

 

http://www.livingwithfire.info/tahoe
http://ucanr.org/wildfireawarenessweek/
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Figure 36. UC Cooperative Extension Wildfire Awareness Week 2012 home page 

The Living with Fire website provided 137 referrals to the site which received 232 page views. 
The Fire Adapted Communities web-page received 172 visits. The Living with Fire section of the 
University of California Cooperative Extension website received 753 visits during the month of 
Wildfire Awareness Week (May 11th to June 10th, 2012). This was up from 285 for the previous 
year (June 10th 2011 to May 10th, 2012). 
 

 
Figure 37. Visits during the month of Wildfire Awareness Week May 11th to June 10th, 2012 totaled 753 (in blue) versus 285 

for the entire previous year June 10
th

, 2011 to May 10th, 2012 (in orange). 


