
UC Master Gardeners of Napa County
http://napamg.ucanr.edu/

Our mission: “To extend research-based knowledge and information
on home horticulture, pest management, and 

sustainable landscape practices to the residents of California 
and be guided by our core values and strategic initiatives."  

http://napamg.ucanr.edu/


Norms & Notes
• How to Zoom

• Facilitation and Features

• Q & A (“me” vs. “we” questions)
• Use of the Chat Feature

• Resources
• Follow up



Creating Fabulous Low Water and Dry 
Gardens: Beyond Cactuses and 

Succulents

 July 2, 2020 Carrie Strohl



Outline

● Getting Started
● Growing Dry
● Staying Fabulous





The American Gardener, May/June 2020



Plant Choices 
& Placement

Pacific Horticulture Society

https://www.pacifichorticulture.org/
https://www.pacifichorticulture.org/


Watch for...
Design Resource

Information Resource

Commercial Resource

Plant Choice





Manzanita cultivars (both shrub and 
creeping) make this front yard low 
maintenance and low water. 

New neighborhood high-density housing has a 
combination of hardscape, trees, & shrubs, as well as 
a no mow swale)



https://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/


This grass, not that one. 

Fescue 

https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=n8P-Fez4PegC&gl=us&hl=en-US&source=productsearch&utm_source=HA_Desktop_US&utm_medium=SEM&utm_campaign=PLA&pcampaignid=MKTAD0930BO1&gclid=CjwKCAjwltH3BRB6EiwAhj0IUJ2Ecz5odBylALa36OA1-5Iln_ZT2BaMykzFBQcEI2wYOITtTHBIxBoCqoEQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=n8P-Fez4PegC&gl=us&hl=en-US&source=productsearch&utm_source=HA_Desktop_US&utm_medium=SEM&utm_campaign=PLA&pcampaignid=MKTAD0930BO1&gclid=CjwKCAjwltH3BRB6EiwAhj0IUJ2Ecz5odBylALa36OA1-5Iln_ZT2BaMykzFBQcEI2wYOITtTHBIxBoCqoEQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.sunset.com/garden/garden-basics/plant-no-mow-lawn
https://www.sunset.com/garden/garden-basics/plant-no-mow-lawn


Plant a 
No-Mow 

Lawn

Gardenista

Source for Native Grass: Delta Bluegrass Co. 

https://www.sunset.com/garden/garden-basics/plant-no-mow-lawn
https://www.sunset.com/garden/garden-basics/plant-no-mow-lawn
https://www.sunset.com/garden/garden-basics/plant-no-mow-lawn
https://images.app.goo.gl/NQ25t6WFtCQjB7Zb9
https://plantright.org/better-plants/festuca-californica/
https://plantright.org/better-plants/festuca-californica/
http://www.deltabluegrass.com/sod-products/california-native-sod


This flower, not that one.

Knockout rose

https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/flowers/knockout-roses/care-knockout-roses.htm
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/ornamental/flowers/knockout-roses/care-knockout-roses.htm
https://arboretum.ucdavis.edu/arboretum-all-stars
https://arboretum.ucdavis.edu/arboretum-all-stars


This shrub, not that shrub. 

Flowering perennial shrubs

Manicured boxwood

Manicured boxwood



This conifer, not that one. 

Bluestream jet fir

juniper



Atypical Evergreens

Arbutus (strawberry tree)

Little Ollie (right)

Nandina (below)

https://images.app.goo.gl/TaRp4rZvjawZ9Wxz7
https://images.app.goo.gl/TaRp4rZvjawZ9Wxz7


Ancient Irrigation



Drip Irrigation



Low/High Tech Irrigation

Laundry to landscape

Remote sensors 
and “smart” timers 



Reducing 
Runoff

● Slow it…
● Spread it…
● Sink it...



Napa County RCD: 
A Practical Guide to 

Beneficial 
Stormwater 

Management

https://naparcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Slowit_Spreadit_Sinkit.pdf
https://naparcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Slowit_Spreadit_Sinkit.pdf
https://naparcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Slowit_Spreadit_Sinkit.pdf
https://naparcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Slowit_Spreadit_Sinkit.pdf


Permeable 
Hardscapes



● Sierra Club: The Art of the 

Dry Garden

● Dry Garden Plans: The Old 

Farmer’s Almanac

● Pacific Horticulture: Dry 

Gardening Handbook

● Gardenista: Low Water 

Landscapes
The Dry Garden Nursery

https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=ru1rDQAAQBAJ&source=ge-web-app
https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=ru1rDQAAQBAJ&source=ge-web-app
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2016-5-september-october/green-life/art-dry-garden
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2016-5-september-october/green-life/art-dry-garden
https://www.almanac.com/content/dry-garden-plans-layouts-dry-desert-climates
https://www.almanac.com/content/dry-garden-plans-layouts-dry-desert-climates
https://www.pacifichorticulture.org/articles/the-dry-gardening-handbook/
https://www.pacifichorticulture.org/articles/the-dry-gardening-handbook/
https://www.gardenista.com/posts/landscaping-ideas-low-water-dry-gardens-daniel-nolan/
https://www.gardenista.com/posts/landscaping-ideas-low-water-dry-gardens-daniel-nolan/
https://www.thedrygardennursery.com/friends


https://www.napavalley.com/weather/

https://www.napavalley.com/weather/


This presentation & resources 
can be found on our website:

UC Master Gardeners of Napa County 
http://napamg.ucanr.edu



If you have additional questions...
Our Help Desk is open to answer your 
questions by email and phone. To submit 
your questions please complete our 
diagnosis form or leave a phone message 
at 707-253-4143.

Thank you for joining us! 

https://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.cfm?surveynumber=12166


Dry Farming/
Food Gardening

Dry Farming
Dry-land farming grapes
Dry Farming Tomatoes

https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=14757&email=yes
https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=19185
http://ccmg.ucanr.edu/files/140321.pdf

