
What to Do in the Garden
in February



        CONTINUE   
PLANNING YOUR 

GARDEN:  

฀ Review last year’s garden notes.
฀ Lay out your plan for crop rotation.
฀ Record seed-starting dates.
฀ Record planting dates.
฀ Note dates of fertilizer application, and 

quantities types and location applied; 
FOLLOW DIRECTIONS.

฀ Note harvest dates, yields, and quality 
of crops



Crop Rotation Record

Example courtesy of Pat Hitchcock, UCCE MG Napa County



Planting Record

Example courtesy of Pat Hitchcock, UCCE MG Napa County



SOIL MANAGEMENT:

฀ Avoid compacting soil by walking on wet 
ground.  Lay down boards or flagstones to distribute your 
weight as you weed or work in the garden.

฀ Create an artificial dry spell (if heavy rains 
oversaturate ground by planting time) by 
covering area with clear plastic to exclude rain and 
raise soil temperature, removing plastic during dry spells



COVER CROPS:

฀ “Browse” or reduce height and 
bloom of cover crop unless 
planning to harvest.

฀ 3-6 weeks before planting or 
when crop is in 50% bloom, cut 
cover crops at soil line.

฀ Chop and leave on soil surface 
as green manure.

฀ Cover with 1” compost and 
mulch to prevent nitrogen and 
carbon from evaporating.

฀ When ready to plant, move 
crop/mulch aside and plant into 
space.



COMPOST:

฀ TURN YOUR COMPOST, or use it in the 
garden and start again.  

฀ ADD CHOPPED COVER CROPS.
฀ ADD YOUNG TENDER WEEDS that have 

NOT yet gone to seed.  Once seed 
heads begin to form, put them in your 
brown yard waste bin.

฀ SAVE EXCESS DRY LEAVES in bags or 
bins for use in summer



MAINTENANCE:   PESTS

฀ Pick snails and slugs.
฀ Monitor or eliminate habitat
฀ Watch for damage to seedlings



MAINTENANCE:  WEEDS  Pull while they’re small!



฀ PRUNE: If not already done, do dormant 
winter pruning before bud break.

฀ FINISH bare root planting of fruit trees and 
vines.

฀ FRUIT TREES:  Spray with dormant copper 
spray.

฀ FERTILIZE deciduous fruit trees.
฀ DON’T FEED CITRUS now, but check for 

chlorosis.  Prepare to feed in March.
฀ WATER WISELY, to support new plantings or if 

rains fail. 

MAINTENANCE:   TREES



ORDER:  SEED POTATOES, for best selection

฀ Before planting, cut potatoes 
into chunks with at least 1-2 
“eyes”

฀ Allow cut surfaces to dry for 2-3 
days

฀ Plant where moisture will be 
consistent

฀ Plant in loose soil or medium
฀ Consider planting in a container 

or grow pot



SOW SEEDS DIRECTLY IN THE GROUND:

฀ Chard
฀ Lettuce
฀ Parsley
฀ Peas
฀ Radishes
฀ Carrots
฀ Parsnips

฀ Turnips
฀ Rutabagas
฀ Beets
฀ Spinach
฀ Asian greens
฀ Potatoes (seed potatoes)



PLANT STARTS/SEEDLINGS OF:
฀ Artichokes
฀ Asparagus
฀ Broccoli
฀ Brussels sprouts
฀ Cabbage
฀ Cauliflower
฀ Kohlrabi
฀ Lettuce
฀ Rhubarb
฀ Strawberries



START SEEDS INDOORS 
FOR:

฀ Tomatoes
฀ Eggplant
฀ Peppers
฀ Lettuce



HARVEST:
฀ Broccoli
฀ Brussel Sprouts
฀ Cabbage
฀ Carrots
฀ Rutabaga
฀ Turnips
฀ Spinach
฀ Green onions
฀ Early peas



Healthy 
Garden Tip: 
Winter-Spring 
Vegetable 
Planting Guide 
for Napa 
County



Harvest:
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FIND this slideshow & further resources 
on our website:

UC Master Gardeners of Napa County 
http://napamg.ucanr.edu



Go to UC Master 
Gardeners Website: 
napamg.ucanr.edu 

Go to Events Find 
Us!

Then click on 
refences and 
slides here

Explore our whole 
website to find many 
more garden  
resources



Questions?

NOTE!!!  Our next presentation 
will be March 14, 3:00-4:00


