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VETERINARY MEDICINE
California Animal Health and
Food Safety Laboratory System

CAHFS
Lab Locations

CAHFS - Davis

University of California

620 West Health Sciences Drive
Davis, CA 95616

Phone: 530-752-8700

Fax: 530-752-6253
cahfsdavis@cahfs.ucdavis.edu

CAHFS - San Bernardino
105 W. Central Avenue
San Bernardino, CA 92408
Phone: (909) 383-4287
Fax: (909) 884-5980

cahfssanbernardino@cahfs.ucdavis.

edu

CAHFS - Tulare

18830 Road 112

Tulare, CA 93274

Phone: (559) 688-7543

Fax: (559) 686-4231
cahfstulare@cahfs.ucdavis.edu

CAHFS—Turlock

1550 Soderquist Road

Turlock, CA 95381

Phone: (209) 634-5837

Fax: (209- 667-4261
cahfsturlock@cahfs.ucdavis.edu

Spotlight on...

g

Oleander:
Beautiful but Toxie

Name: Oleander
Scientific Name: Nerium oleander

Description: Large evergreen shrub known for its
hardy nature, drought resistance and free blooming
flowers. Red, pink and white blooms appearing in
spring and fall. Oleandrin is the most commonly di-
agnosed plant poisoning in livestock in California.
Dried oleander leaves in hay can be confused with
eucalyptus leaves.

Oleander
Nerium oleander

Distribution: Oleander is a widely planted orna-
mental bush found throughout the west where ever it is protected from hard freezes.

Toxic parts: All parts including leaves stems flowers and roots are poisonous. Olean-
drin, the toxic chemical in oleander, is a cardiac glycoside. Fresh plants parts are generally
unpalatable, becoming less so when dried.

Signs and Symptoms of Poisoning: Gastric distress, irregular heart rate, and sudden
death.

Testing available at CAHFS: Oleandrin toxin testing is available at CAHFS. The best ma-
trices for testing are serum or ingesta. Liver, heart tissue, urine or feces have also been
useful. Oleandrin can also be tested in plant material.

Plant identification testing is available at CAHFS to confirm presence of oleander leaves or
other plant parts. Whole leaves or large fragments of leaves are most useful in identifying
oleander.

See the lab tests and fee page for test information and pricing.
Links:

ANR: Livestock Poisoning Plants of California
http://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/Details.aspx?itemNo=8398

Pet Poison Hotline: http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com







