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California Ground Squirrel
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DANGER

| 1 F\ ‘I
This Property Area Under Fumigat

Location found: Woodland, CA DO NOT ENTER/NO ENT! 'E

Diagnosis: habituated to humans
Length of care: 4 weeks

Approximate cost of care: $1220

A family found this squirrel when she was a baby and

EPA%

FUMIGATION PERFORMED BY:

Nam

Address

‘= DATE OF FUMIGATION:

decided to keep her. They soon realized that wild squirrels | C d re O r KI I I2

make terrible pets and they brought her to our hospital.
Unfortunately, the squirrel had become used to humans
and could no longer survive in the wild. Luckily, Lindsay
Wildlife Museum was able to house the around sauirrel







\N HISTORY OF SQUIRREL CONTROL e
\l\j RITTEN IN 1918 BY CA STATE COMMISSION OF HORTICULTURE e o«

O A Bulle_tin Dealing With Life Histories
® California has had enough! Habit and Coniro of the Ground

Squirrels in California

* A 236 page pamphlet detailing squirrel | AT |

The California Ground Squirrel is probably known by sight to more
people than any other one of our four hundred kinds of native mam-
It inhabits open ground in wellsettled territory and it forages = :
abroad during the daylight hours when its movements are most likely ! 5 ¢ Al NUMBER ISSUED BY

habitats, behaviors, and control methods BN =00 . & T CONTROL DIVISION

narrow escapes of those heedless individuals which dash seross the = | . "
road immediately in advanee of him, not m!reqncnlly to their own | Superintendent .- - - Editor
undoing, Then, too, this squirrel has, perbaps, been more widely | > DN, Asst. Superintendent, Associate Editor
advertised than any of our other mammals. A few years ago it eame | | y

into prominence as a proven disseminator of the dreaded bubonic plague,

-ud it has beeome notorious for its exceeding destructiveness to culti-

® Details on Squirrel Week o G st ot e

cially in the foothi nm] mountain regions, in recogn

ing habits, to distinguish it from the tree-inhabiting gray and red
squirrels. The book name, Beechey Ground Squirrel, much used in
the I ture relating to is derived from the accepted seientifie
name Cilellus beecheyi, This name, beecheyi, was bestowed upon the
animal by its or describer (Richardson, 1829, p. l:(l) “in imom'

of the able nnd 80 i "W
Beechey 'he British ship ‘‘Blossom*’ eruised the Paci &un

ward even u: Bering Strait during the years 1825 to 1828, Collections
of specimens were brought back from many localities visited, ineluding
San Francisco and Monterey; among these specimens was one or more
of the squirrels in question. These were evidently preserved for the
most part by Mr. e, surgeon of the ship, who is quoted by Richard-
son as stating that kind of Spermophile ‘burrows in great num-
bers in the sandy declivi and dry plains in the hbcurhood of
San Francisco and Monterey, in California, close to the

frequently stand up on their hind legs when locking round about lhm.
In running, they carry the tail generally straight out, but when pu:
over any little inequality, it is , as if to prevent it being soill
In rainy weather, and when the fields are wet and dirty, M come
out but little sbove ground.'’’ And further information is gi
according, for the most part, with what anyone can see

today in the same general region. This attests to the acuteness of
observation of Mr. Collie, and also shows how the squirrels had already,
some ninety years ago, begun to impress people with their numbers ud
boldness.

The California Ground Squirrel may be dulmg\ndud from other
members of the squirrel family by the combination in it of the f
characters : essentially ground-dwelling habits, relatively large size, long
bushy tail, tall pointed ears, and generally grayuh wlonnon with a
three-cornered silvery white patch on each shoulder. Cloge w
discloses o finely dappled pattern of coloration (see Fig. 2)
uot shown in any tree squirrel or in any of our other ground squirrels

pt its near relatives, the Douglas, Fisher, Rock and Catalina Island
squxrrels. The detailed descriptions, mmuremem.g ete., as given in
the accompanying small-type paragraphs, should be studied for further
particulars in this connection.






One party fro ey Board of Supervisors
21,755 squirrel tails tc

In San Benito County claims were paid 105,200 squirrel tails at 5 cents ($1.52 per squirrel
2021)




Squirrel Fricassee
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STATE LAW DEMANDS IT

DO YOUR PART TO

SAVE
FOOD

DO IT RIGHT DO IT

__NOWwW

Ask Your County Horticultural Commissioner for
Methods of Control

destroy the

ing Squirrel WeeK
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\\; SQUIRREL - BURROWS

O

® 5-30 ft - long
® 2-4 feet deep
®* Feed within 150 ft of

Fra. 21. Plot of a used burrow belonging to a
o Temale Belding Ground BSquirrel, as excavated by |
O enln S J. Grinnell and T. I. Storer in & meadow near the
Tloga Hoad, on Bnow Flat, 8,700 feet altitude,
Yosemite Natlonal Park, June 28, 1916.
Main opening of burrow at o (down this the
squirrel went when shot, and wns subsequen

found at ¢) ; two other upml.ln? at a’ and a”; at
and b blind branches directed downward (the sq
rel may have essayed to dlg deeper at these poin

but was discouraged by water): food terial
including 11y tubers, In chamber at f; In the I‘.mt:fc-
ment at the point marked nest was an accumulation
of dry grass, the remailns of an old nest or the
beginning of & new one (the young would not hava
been born for about two weeks) ; boulder at g
bulged out over the portion of the burrow adjacent
to It, affording protection te the supposed nest-
chamber,

Dlameter of burrow, 45 to 66 milllmeters; a
if several measurements, 2. Average depth ben
surface of ground, about 136 mm. Greatest dep
at b and b, 330 and 270, respectively. Total len
of ayatem, about 54 feet.
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1\@ INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT

O

The careful consideration of all available pest control
techniques and subsequent integration of appropriate measures
that discourage the development of pest populations and keep
pesticides and other interventions to levels that are economically
justified and reduce or minimize risks to human health and the
environment. Emphasize least disruption to ecosystem and
encourage natural pest control methods.



California Ground Squirrel - Calendar of Management

No control method is effective when

squirrels are hibernating Best time to control
squirrels-control
removes breeding

Burrow fumigants most

Bait less effective as ;
effective

a result of squirrels

Green

STO”ng bon‘ ,’ . ‘» Dl ET Vegetason

Baits not effective

n 2
e - e
-f!L‘C'lV‘.' W‘\

Poison baits are most effective during this period

ty of Califormea Ground Squimel 3MMP website: hitpl//groups.ucary.org/GoaM Jex.cin




TREATMENT CONSIDERATIONS
1\3

AVAILABLE FOOD SOURCES (TIME OF YEAR, LAND USE)
“WEATHER

_LAND TYPE (CROP LAND, PASTURE, HABITAT, ORCHARD)
_LAND USE (PUBLIC ACCESS)

_LOCATION ON LANDSCAPE (BUILDINGS, ACCESS)
NEIGHBORING EFFORTS

_TOLERANCE (ERADICATION, REDUCE POPULATION})
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PLEASE

DO ¢!
NOT K
FEED TF

THE SQUIRRELS!

pading the squirrels at the Marina
l osigocpopltion.

When this happens, the squirrels
become sick and die,

4l “"m DO NOT FEED
T SQUIRRELS

owomu et (910) 881.8720, | Even if they look furry
and cute




Not enac

Wide hunting

ignored

Kestrels are territorial chasing off larger raptors

that eat squirrels

O Squirrels alert each other to danger




effect

® Unsuitable fo
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CONTROL/HABITAT DESTRUCTION
\] EXPLOSIVE DEVICE

Propane & oxygen mixture

ignited

® Destroys burrows

(preventing reinfestation)
Potential turf destruction

®* Bystander risk
*0 Loud |

® / Studies are not favorable

309% success rate



| K\QQNTROL/HABITAT DESTRUCTION /
0\

- BURROW FILLER

Filling in burrows with
water and sand
Relatively new product

unknown success rate

Prevents burrow reuse




K CONTROL - REPELLENTS
Y,

Castor Qil Repellent: limited effectiveness, in

O
addition poisonous to humans and pets

®* Vibrations, grain with plaster of paris, Juicy

) Fruit gum,: no evidence this works




* Effecti
®* Trap shyness, a

® Time Consuming- checking

r
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* No

® Euthanasia cha

r

CO2 is recommended method







Recent
Risk of fire

Risk to other specie

Tunnels can be quickly sealed

® Requires persistence
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CONTROL — FUMIGANTS — CARBON MONOXIDE

Study of 3 devices at 5 sites:
-7 to 100% control

Tunnels can be quickly sealed

Road flares & car exhaust are
not legal in California must use

registered device

4




Buffer
SCBA or monitc

Restricted Material requirements

Recent study 97-100% control
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Don’t feec
Zinc phosphide in a

Aluminum phosphide in spring

Trapping in summer




