Compost for Soil Improvement in Alfalfa
Radomir Schmidt UC Davis (radschmidt@ucdavis.edu)

Why compost?

e Increases soil carbon

0 Slow release of nutrients

= steady food supply for microbes
Organic compound supply

= promotes metabolic diversity

= feeds range of soil cycles
Improves soil structure and water infiltration
Compost nutrient content is important

0 It's possible to manipulate nutrients for desired effects
There is a threshold minimum application rate (~3 ton/acre)
Greenhouse gas emissions - reduced in many systems, details under study
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