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Evan Talmage, BA
Programming 
Technical Assistance

Amanda Linares, MS
Out-of-School-Time 
(OST)



Agenda

• Who, what, when, where and why

Broad overview of SLAQ materials

• Content revisions
• Demonstration of new Survey123 features

Updates and revisions for FFY 2023

Q&A

New resources

SLAQ recognition program

Q&A



Learn SLAQ Overview
The who, what, when, where and why



SLAQ Settings

Elementary 
Schools

Secondary Schools Out-of-school 
(OST)

Food Retail StoresEarly Care and 
Education (ECE)



Early Care and 
Education (ECE)

Elementary 
Schools

Secondary Schools Out-of-school 
(OST)

Food Retail Stores

Our focus for today



SLAQs provide comprehensive and structured site 
information about the nutrition and physical 
activity environment. 

They are completed by the staff at each site who are 
most knowledgeable about these practices and 
policies.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SLAQs are intended to be conducted annually. SLAQs provide a complete picture of where a site stands with regards to implementing nutrition and physical activity Policy Systems and Environmental Activities (PSEs).




What is assessed?

Current healthy eating and 
physical activity policies and 
practices at site.

Does not include planned but not 
yet implemented activities.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Questions that assess current healthy eating and physical activity work at a site. Does NOT include activities that are planned but not yet implemented.

Ultimate goal of the SLAQ is to understand a site’s need for healthy eating and physical activity supports, and to measure change and improvements over time.




SLAQ Data Uses

• Program planning

• Track change over time

• Contribute to aggregated 
statewide program evaluation 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LIAs and their sites can use the information for several purposes:  
Understand the strengths and areas of opportunity at a site and guide discussion and decisions during program planning 
Track changes at a site across years  
Contribute to aggregated statewide data analyses to understand how nutrition and physical activity environments are associated with program outcomes across California 




SLAQs completed annually for sites with site-
level CFHL PSE work at the beginning of 
the program year (ECE/OST) or school year, 
before implementation of CFHL intervention.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since FY20 California local health departments have been expected to complete an annual SLAQ assessment of all school, early care and education, out-of-school, and retail sites where they are engaged in site-level PSE work. Assessment is done prior to implementing PSE interventions at a site. 

We encourage LHDs to conduct their assessments at the same time each year. For LHDs working with schools, this typically means in August or September annually. 



Let’s take a tour of the SLAQ resources



Bookmark the SLAQ 
Website!

Access to:
• Trainings
• Additional Resources
• FAQs
• Online questionnaires
• SLAQ Materials Folders

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The SLAQ website is a one-stop shop that has everything you need to complete any of the SLAQs. Bookmark this website! You are going to use it a lot. 


https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/


SLAQ Training page

Go here for:
• To sign up for upcoming trainings
• Job aids
• Past training recordings and 

slides

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Training/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The training page is where you would go to sign up for upcoming trainings, and access job aids and past training recordings and slides. 

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Training/


Resources page

Offers additional resources that 
can be useful for conducting 
assessments

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/Resources/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This resource page has a variety of tools that you might find useful when conducting the SLAQ. For example the SLAQ One-pager is a nice explainer page that can be shared with new partners that are beginning to work with you on the SLAQ project. 


https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/Resources/


SLAQ FAQ page

• Access FAQs about commonly 
asked questions. 

• We have a whole page 
dedicated to the Learn SLAQs.

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/FAQ/LEARN/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our FAQ page is a wealth of information about how to complete the SLAQs. FAQs address questions related to terminology used on SLAQs, assessment timeline and protocols,  and requirements on which sites must complete a SLAQ. These FAQs are meant to help LHDs understand the SLAQ process so that LHDs can work easily with site partners. 

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/FAQ/LEARN/


Questionnaires page 
on SLAQ website 

Access Survey123 links for online 
submission of SLAQ responses.

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_
Questionnaires/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Survey123 Online links for the SLAQs are posted on the questionnaires page. 


https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/


Questionnaires page 
on SLAQ website 

Access Survey123 links for online 
submission of LHD Checklist 
responses.

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_
Questionnaires/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Access the Links to the online version of the LHD checklist from the questionnaires page. 


https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/


Questionnaires 
page on SLAQ 
Website

Access the SLAQ Materials 
Folders 

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From the questionnaires page on the SLAQ website, you can access the SLAQ materials Folders which has all other files that are needed to complete the SLAQs. 


https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/


Inside the SLAQ 
Materials Folders

Access all materials needed to 
complete the Learn Setting SLAQs

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ
_Questionnaires/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The SLAQ materials folders include a subfolder specific to Learn setting SLAQs. 

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/


Learn Setting SLAQs 
folder

Contains:
• SLAQ Word document versions
• SLAQ PDF versions 
• SLAQ Protocols
• Go to FY 23 folder for updated 

SLAQs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Within the Learn settings SLAQs folder you will find the following materials. Materials for FY 23 will be posted in the folder titled “FY 23”




Word version of SLAQs

Use when:
• Site partners prefer to complete SLAQ on 

paper, scan SLAQ and mail back to LHD.
• Site partners want to convert SLAQ to a 

Google Doc or other cloud-based shared 
document.

• LHD enters SLAQ responses into 
Survey123.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Word versions of the SLAQ are a great option for sites where the respondent prefers to use paper to complete the SLAQ or for sites that would like to convert the document to a Google doc or other shared document. A shared version can be useful in situations where there are multiple respondents who would like to complete it simultaneously. Word documents can be found in the SLAQ Materials Folders.  Access this folder through the questionnaires page on the SLAQ website. https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/




Fillable PDFs of SLAQs
Use when:
• Site partners want to complete the SLAQ 

on a computer and email back to the LHD.
• The SLAQ has multiple respondents at a 

site (e.g., school).
• LHD enters responses directly into 

Survey123.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fillable PDFs are a great option for sites where the respondent is tech savvy and there is the potential that a site will need multiple people to take turns completing the SLAQ. Once completed the PDF can be sent via email to the LHD. Fillable PDFs are found in the SLAQ Materials Folders. Access this folder through the questionnaires page on the SLAQ website. https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/






Survey123 Online SLAQ
• Can be used by LHD or Site partner to 

complete SLAQs.
• Recommendation: LHD should enter 

responses into Survey123 for 
Elementary and Secondary school 
SLAQs.

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Both the word and PDF versions of the SLAQ must be entered online using the Survey123 links. Either the site or the LHD can enter the SLAQ data into Survey123. However; for the Elementary and Secondary SLAQs, we still recommend that LHDs enter data into Survey123 rather than having site partners enter the data. This is because the elementary and secondary SLAQs are long and it can be helpful for the LHD to confirm that there are no missing responses. Entering the data also helps LHDs identify areas of opportunity and begin working with a site on action planning.  

The survey123 links will be on the questionnaires page located on the SLAQ website. 


https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/


SLAQ Protocols

• Step-by-step guide for LHDs

• Answers commonly asked questions 
about SLAQ administration. 

• Protocol checklists help track progress 
towards completion

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Protocols were made to provide a step by step guide to help LHDs work with sites to complete the SLAQ. They provide simple checklists to help LHDs track progress towards SLAQ completion and answer commonly ask questions that a site might ask an LHD or questions the LHD team might have about the SLAQ completion process.  These protocols have been updated to align with changes we have made to the SLAQs for FY 23.  Which will be discussing next. 


https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Questionnaires/


Learn SLAQ Changes
FFY 2023 Updates and revisions



Content Changes to Learn SLAQs



COVID question now includes other emergencies



Removed!

School meals questions

New!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Updates to school SLAQs (Elementary and Secondary) is in line with CDE code and school meals for all. 



"Smart Snacks" language change



Updated beverage checklist

NEW

REVISED



New! Water bottle filling station question



What isn't 
changing?

• Most COVID-related content
• N/A options
• Distance/hybrid learning options

• Reporting current practices vs. Planned
• Even if they are not the usual ones



Survey123 updates



Select your site's
county and city by using the 
dropdown.

New autocomplete feature

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A drop down feature to record County and City has been added to all of the learn SLAQs. 



Use the dropdown or search 
for your site by typing in:

• Site name
• Site Zip code
• Site address
• Site ID

Four ways to search for a site

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Schools, early education, and out of school time sites that were used in PSE activities in the PEARS system from 2020 - August 2022 are displayed in the site dropdown. You can easily search for your site by typing in the site name, zip, any part of the address, or PEARS site ID. 



Four ways to search for a site

4. Search by PEARS Site ID

2. Search by Zip code1. Search by name

3. Search by address

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Demo using new auto complete feature to find: Sunrise Elementary | 2821 East Seventh Street | Los Angeles | Los Angeles | 90023-1501 | Site ID: 41663



What if you don't find 
your site in the 
dropdown list?

Fill in:
• Site name
• Site address
• PEARS site ID
• LHD



https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Training/

We released a 
short, 2-minute 
video tutorial on 
how to use PEARS 
to find a site's 
PEARS Site ID!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This tutorial will explain how to find the PEARS Site ID using your PEARS account. 

https://ucanr.edu/sites/SLAQ/SLAQ_Training/


Questions?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Niki



Added resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 




• Share this protocol with your 
SLAQ partners to help them 
complete the SLAQ.

• Provides a simple checklist and 
links to tutorials.

• This is a different protocol from 
the LHD-facing protocols you 
have used previously.

We made a site-facing 
protocol!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Site facing protocol is different from the LHD facing protocol that you might have used previously. The site-facing protocol is intended to be shared by the LHD with their site partners. We made this protocol because we heard from LHDs that sites could benefit from having better instructions on what they need to do to complete the SLAQ. The site-facing protocol consists of a checklist that the site partner can use to track their progress towards SLAQ completion and links to resources they might need to complete the SLAQ. Like the LHD-facing Protocols it will be available in the SLAQ Materials Folders. 




New 
Resource!
Site-level 
change 
over time 
summary
templates

• Compare SLAQ data between fiscal 
years

• Starts with FFY 2021 data
• Templates available for all settings
• A demonstration video on how to use 

this template will be released in the 
coming months.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We also have created Site-level change over time summary templates. These templates can be used to compare SLAQ data between two fiscal years beginning with FY 21 data. Important note: This template can’t be used with FY20 data. To use the template you take either your Survey123 export or SLAQ feature reports and enter that data for a site into this template. The template will take this data and automatically compare changes.  We have made templates for all the SLAQ settings: Elementary and secondary schools, Early Care and Education (ECE), Out of School Time (OST) and retail. In the coming months we will also release a demonstration video that will show you how to use these templates step-by-step. 
 




Create data 
visualizations 
of SLAQ 
change data 
to share with 
your partners

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What the template does automatically with your data: The template creates charts that can be printed out directly or copy and pasted into other communications you share with your site partners such as an infographic or report. 



Generate 
tables to easily 

compare
between years 

of data

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It also will automatically generate tables to easily compare between years. These tables can be printed out directly or copied into other communication materials such as a report. 




Look at Covid Impact 
between years

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Finally the template also generates tables intended to understand the impact of Covid-19 on your SLAQ activities at a site. These tables can also be printed out directly or copy and pasted into other communication materials. 




Coming soon!

SLAQ Recognition Program
School District Assessment



Announcing LEAP!
Site recognition 
awards coming in FFY23

Leaders in Eating and Activity Practices



What is LEAP?
• A recognition awards program to recognize sites that achieve 

significant milestones in best practices for healthy eating and 
physical activity

• Determined by practices measured on Learn-setting SLAQs

Who is eligible for a LEAP award?
• Schools, out-of-school time programs, and early care and 

education sites that complete and submit a Learn-setting 
SLAQ



How does it work?
There are two ways sites can earn a LEAP award.
1. Comprehensive accomplishment of best practices across the 

different areas measured on the SLAQ

Gold Silver Bronze

2. Accomplishments for best practices in four specific areas

Nutrition Physical Activity Gardens Breastfeeding Support



What will LEAP awardees receive?
• LEAP awards include a digital promotion package each site 

can use to share their accomplishments:
• Email signature
• Web graphics
• Social media templates
• Newsletter templates

When are awards given?
• NPI will use SLAQs submitted by the end of each fiscal year to 

determine awards
• Award notifications will be shared during the first quarter of the 

next fiscal year (i.e. first awards released by December 2023)



School District 
Assessment

Two components for assessing school district policies and practices

Both required starting FFY 24

1. WellSAT
• Measures district-level policy

2. School District Organization Assessment Questionnaire (OAQ)
• "SLAQ" for school districts
• Brief questionnaire about district-level practices
• WellSAT scores reported on OAQ
• Pilot testing in Spring 2023



Questions?
Email us at:
EvaluateSNAPEd@ucanr.edu

Thank you!

mailto:evaluatesnaped@ucanr.edu


Photo References

• "iStock_000006556683Large" by FNS Midwest is licensed under CC PDM 1.0

• "20120907-FNS-LSC-0544" by USDAgov is licensed under CC PDM 1.0

• "20111019-FNS-RBN-1802" by USDAgov is licensed under CC BY 2.0

• "Monkey bar man" by Hijeje is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0

• "Healthy groceries" by greggavedon.com is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/149839502@N04/39113143092
https://www.flickr.com/photos/149839502@N04
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/?ref=openverse&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/41284017@N08/7995804056
https://www.flickr.com/photos/41284017@N08
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/?ref=openverse&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/41284017@N08/6276684467
https://www.flickr.com/photos/41284017@N08
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=openverse&atype=rich
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