LEVEL 3 TEST - STUDY GUIDE

Dog Body Parts
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1 Tail 13 Eye
2 Croup 14 Ear (or Leather)
3 Loin 15 Shoulder
4 Back 16 Brisket
5 Withers 17 Pastern
6 Neck 18 Elbow
7 Occiput 19 Tuck Up
8 Skull 20 Stifle
9 Stop 21 Pad
10 Muzzle 22 Hock
11 Nose 23 Feathers
12 Flews (or Lips)




TRAINING COLLARS AND LEASHES

1) Flat Buckle Collar — A plain flat buckle collar can be
used for training and showing IF your dog can be
controlled by this type of collar. The collar can not have
any tags hanging from it or fancy decorations. It can be
any color you want but plain means plain.

2) Choke Collar — Also known as a slip collar. This collar
should be a good quality collar with close, small links that
run freely through the rings. The size of the collar should
allow for the hanging end to have 2 inches of slack. You
can also show your dog in this collar. Remember; use this
collar for training only. Never let your dog run loose with
this collar on. It can “choke” your dog to death! NOTE:
You will need one of these collars for showmanship.

To place your choke collar on your dog, form a loop in
the collar by allowing the chain to drop through one of the
rings. Holding the collar so that it makes a “P”, slide it
over the dog’s head. Attach the leash to the hanging end
of the collar. See diagrams below.




Training Collars/Leashes - continued
Prong Collar or

3) Pinch Collar — This collar is widely used in the world
of obedience. If offers the most effective correction with
the least amount of effort. It is actually your dog who will
create the correction most of the time. As the collar
tightens around the dog’s neck, the links come together to
“pinch” the skin. A dog will quickly learn that if they do
not pull on the leash, they will not get pinched. These
collars come in 3 sizes of links, small for small breeds,
medium for mid-sized breeds and large for the large
breeds. The collar should fit snugly and be placed high
on the dog’s neck (right behind the ears). If the collar
spins at all or hangs on the dog’s neck, it is too loose.
NOTE: You cannot show your dog in this type of
collar. You will need a flat buckle or choke collar for
showing.

LEASHES

1) Obedience Leash: You will need a 6ft leash to train
and show with. It can be either leather or nylon. My only
recommendation is that the width of the leash be
comfortable to hold on too. During the heeling exercises,
the leash will be wrapped up like an accordion which can
be very bulky for little hands.



Training Collars/Leashes — continued

2) Showmanship Leash: Typically a showmanship leash is
shorter and made of a fine nylon. This type of leash can
be used if your dog works in a “controlled” manner. I will
provide these leashes when I feel that the 4-H member and
dog are ready. The first leash will be free of charge and it
will be your responsibility not to lose it. If you do lose
your leash, you can purchase another leash at the cost of

$12.00.

In both cases, a chain leash is not recommended. It is heavy and
can hurt hands.



OBEDIENCE EXERCISES

During the course of this project, we will be working on the
obedience exercises you will be required to perform when you
show. These exercises are:

Heeling on Leash
The Figure 8 Heeling
Sit for Examine
Recall

Long Sit

Long Down

Most of you will show at a level called “Sub-Novice”. At
this level, all of these exercises are performed on leash. At the
advanced levels, some of these exercises will be performed off
leash.

Heeling on Leash — To begin any heeling exercise, your dog
must be in a sit on your left side. This is called “The Heel
Position”. There are also 7 heeling commands that the judge will
call out. These commands are:

e Forward — beginning with your left leg, you walk
forward, saying the dog’s name and your heel
command. You should walk at a brisk pace.

e Halt — you will stop and the dog must sit in the heel
position.

e Right Turn — You will turn to the right, continue
walking.

e Left Turn — You will turn to the left, continue
walking.



Obedience exercises — continued

e About Turn — Turning away from the dog, you will
make a “U” turn and continue walking.

e Slow — Still moving forward, you slow your pace
down. The dog must also slow it’s pace down and
remain in the heel position.

e Fast — Still moving forward, you pick your pace up
to a jog. If you have a little dog, you need to walk
quickly. The dog must also pick it’s pace up and
remain in heel position

The Figure 8 — In this exercise, you will be performing a figure
8 heeling pattern. Two people, known as posts, will stand 8 ft.
apart. You begin the exercise centered between the posts and
standing about 2 ft away from the heeling area. Stepping forward
with your left leg, you will say your dog’s name and heel
command and move to the left or the right. In most cases, the
judge will allow you to complete one entire figure 8 pattern before
asking you to halt. Once this command is given, you will stop and
your dog must sit in the heel position. The judge will again say
forward and you repeat the process.

Sit for Examine — This exercise begins with the dog in heel
position. The judge will say “Sit your dog and leave when ready”.
You then tell your dog to sit, tell them to stay and walk out to the
end of your leash, turn and face your dog. The judge will then
walk in touch your dog’s head. The judge will then say, “Back to
your dog”. You will walk back to your dog, walking around the
back of your dog, returning to heel position. Your dog must
remain sitting until the judge says “Exercise Finished”.



Obedience exercises — continued

Recall — this exercise begins with the dog in heel position. The
judge will say “Leave your dog”. You will tell the dog to stay and
walk out to the end of your leash, turn and face your dog. The
judge will then say “Call your dog”. Using your dog’s name, call
your dog to you. Your dog must come to you quickly and sit in
front of you. The judge will then tell you to finish. You will say
your dog’s name and give them a finish command. The dog will
then return to the heel position.

Long Sit — this exercise begins with the dog in heel position. The
judge will say “Sit your dog”. You will say your dog’s name and a
sit command. The judge will then say “Leave your dog”. You will
say your dog’s name and tell them to stay. You will then walk out
to the end of your leash, turn and face your dog. The long sit is for
1 min. After the time is up, the judge will say “Back to your dog”.
You will then walk back to your dog walking around the back of
your dog, returning to heel position.

Long Down — this exercise begins with the dog in heel position.
The judge will say “ Down your dog”. You will say your dog’s
name and a down command. The judge will then say “Leave your
dog”. You will say your dog’s name and tell them to stay. You
will then walk out to the end of your leash, turn and face your dog.
The long down is for 3 mins. After the time is up, the judge will
say “Back to your dog”. You will then walk back to your dog
walking around the back of your dog, returning to heel position.
Your dog must remain down until the judge says “Exercise
finished”.



SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY
4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

LEVEL 3 - DOG CARE AND TRAINING

Member’s Name: Date Passed:

1. How many exercises are in the Graduate Novice class at an obedience trial? 6 exercises
2. Which exercise(s) do you also do with the Figure 8? Heel Free (or off leash heeling)

3. What are the three differences in the group exercises in the Graduate Novice class? There is no long down, the long
sit is for 3 mins. and it is performed out of site

4. How is the distance and number of boards determined for the Broad Jump? Twice the height of the dog at the
shoulders

4. List, in order, the commands that the judge gives to the handler for the “Moving Stand and Exam”. Forward, Stand
Your Dog, Return to Your Dog, Exercise Finished

6. How many points is the “Dumbell Recall” worth? 40 points

7. You can give both verbal and hand signal commands in the Graduate Novice class?  True  False
(circle your answer)

8. What is the total number of points that a handler needs to qualify in the Graduate Novice class? 170 points

9. What is “Lagging”? During heeling, when the dog is walking behind you at a slower pace instead of remaining in the
heel position

10. List the two types of finishes a dog can do? Ar around finish and a swing finish

Dog.Lvl.Tst.3.5/94



‘SHOWMANSHIP

Showmanship is another class that you will be able to enter at
a 4-H dog show. In Showmanship, it is you and how you show
your dog, which is judged. Everyone in your class comes into the
ring at one time. The judge will usually line you up in the order of
big dogs to little dogs. This is because the big dogs will move
faster than the little dogs when you take them around the ring.
When moving your dog around the ring, you will always jog, if
you have a big dog or walk briskly if you have a little dog.

In Showmanship, your dog remains standing. Ideally, you
want to have them stand without moving while you are being
judged. You must be aware of your dog’s stance at all times. The
front and back feet should be lined up together; one foot should not
be in front of the other. The front legs should come straight down
from the shoulder and the back legs should come straight down
from the hips. You don’t want to stretch the legs out too far and

place them to close together.

When you begin working on Showmanship, you may find
that your dog does not like having you touch it’s feet. You should
start now, rubbing your dog’s legs and feet to get them used to
your touch. Practice, picking up one foot and placing it down
while your dog is standing.

In the Showmanship ring, the judge will ask you to show
your dog’s teeth. This is done by, placing your left hand on top of
the dog’s nose and your right hand under the dog’s jaw. Using
your thumb and first finger on each hand, carefully pull the side of
the mouth up with the left hand and down with the right, exposing
the dog’s teeth. Again, this is something that your dog may not
like, so you should start practicing this at home.



Showmanship — continued

In addition to showing your dog’s teeth, the judge may ask
you questions about your dog. Typically, the judge will ask you to
point to certain parts of the dog. Enclosed in this manual is a
diagram, identifying parts of a dog. Study and learn these parts, it
could be the difference between you placing 1% or 2™ in your class.

There are also movement patterns that the judge will ask you
to perform. The three main patterns are; Down and Back, the “L”,
and a triangle. Ifthe judge is having trouble placing a class, you
may be asked to do a “T” pattern also.

Down and Back - beginning with the dog on your left, start in
front of the judge, go straight away from the judge. Glance back to
make sure that your dog is still in front of the judge. At the end of
the ring, turn right (a U turn) and retrace your steps back to the
judge. Again, make sure that the dog is in front of the judge. Stop
approx. 2-3 ft from the judge.

The "L" - beginning with the dog on your left, start in front of the
judge; go straight away to the end of the ring. Glance back to
make sure that your dog is in front of the judge. At the end of the
ring, turn left, continuing to the opposite corner. Once you have
reached the other end, you will make a U turn to the left and your
dog will make a U turn to the right. As you complete this turn, you
will move the leash from your left hand to your right. Continue
back the way you came. Your dog should now be on your right
side. When you come to the corner, you will need to slow down
and allow the dog to move ahead of you so that you can cross
behind the dog, moving the leash from the right hand to the left
and turning right. Your dog should now be on your left side.
Make sure that the dog is in front of the judge. Stop approx. 2-3 ft
from the judge.
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Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper
Speak! (Share what you did)

e What resources did you use to identify dog breeds?
¢ What dog breeds do you like best? Why?
Chew on This (Process what’s important)

¢ What can a dog’s breed and breed group tell you
about that dog?

%

* Why is it so important for you to learn about
different dog breeds?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)
* What breeds of dogs are in your community?

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)

e How can you use what you learned about breeds

to offer helpful advice to someone who wants to
select a dog?
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s ” HOVV’ about this?

® Dogs that have fur with “tiger stripes” are called brindle.
Boxers, Plotts, Mastiffs and American Staffordshire Terriers are
examples of dogs that often having brindle coloring.

® Parson Russell Terriers used to be called Jack Russell Terriers.

Adapted by Amy Harder from original activity by Debbie Hackman.

and Helpers

. f; mgomis‘_ Hunters, Herders
: <. -

There are more than 700 dog breeds in the world.
The American Kennel Club (AKC) recognizes

about 150 breeds, which are divided into eight
groups. :

Sporting. Active and alert, these dogs were
developed to work closely with people to hunt
birds. Examples include English Setters, Pointers,
Labrador Retrievers, Cocker Spaniels and Vizslas.

Hound. Sweet and loving dogs that hunt by scent
or sight. Examples include Bloodhounds, Salukis,
Borzois, Greyhounds, Dachshunds and Beagles.

Working. Large, intelligent and protective dogs that
do tasks such as herding, guarding or pulling carts.
Examples include Doberman Pinschers, Boxers,
Rottweilers, Saint Bernards and Siberian Huskies.

Terrier. Energetic, intelligent and brave, these dogs
were developed to hunt pests. Examples are Parson
Russell Terriers, West Highland White Terriers,
Scottish Terriers and Airedale Terriers.

Toy: These small companions love people and
attention. Examples are Papillions, Pekingese,
Pomeranians, Pugs and Chihuahuas.

Non-sporting. Good companions, these breeds
rarely do the original job for which they were bred.
Examples include Dalmatians, Standard Poodles,
Chow Chows and Schipperkes.

Herding. Highly intelligent and full of energy,
these dogs need lots of exercise. Examples are

Border Collies, Australian Shepherds, Welsh Corgis
and Briards.

Miscellaneous. This group includes breeds that
may become fully recognized by the AKC. These
dogs may compete in some AKC events and earn
some titles. Examples are Plotts, Neopolitan
Mastiffs and Redbone Coonhounds.

Resources: American Kennel Club
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@ Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper
Speak! (Share what you did)

¢ What are some of the ways your dog could get lost?
¢ How did making your “Lost Dog” poster make you

..o\

Chew on This (Process what’s important)

e Why is preventing a dog from getting lost so
important?

¢ How is creating a plan to protect your dog part
of being a responsible dog owner?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

* What things in your everyday life do you have
to make a plan for?

& ¢ What are some things that have happened when
you didn't plan well?

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)

¢ How can you teach your friends to prevent their
dogs from getting lost?
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HoWl about this?

If you find a lost dog, get an adult to carefully and gently catch
the dog and put it in a safe place. Offer it water and a little food.
Through newspapers, radio stations, animal shelters and posters,
announce that you found a lost dog. Describe only some of the
dog's characteristics; ask callers to describe the dog to you
completely so you can be sure you will give the dog back to the

Activity written by Debbie Hackman.

Mo Place
ThiS'  |ike Home

~ One of the responsibilities you have as a
dog owner is to protect your dog from the
danger of getting lost. Here are some things

you can do to protect your dog from getting
lost.

Identification. Consider having your dog

tattooed or microchipped. When your dog
has a buckle collar on, make sure it has ID
tags on. Never put tags on a training collar.

Fencing and Leashes. Always keep your dog
in a fenced yard or kennel and/or on a
leash when outside. Make sure the fence

isn't broken and that the dog can’t go over
or under it.

Lost Dog Plan. If your dog gets lost, call
your animal shelter, police department,
animal control officer and local
veterinarians with a good description of
your dog. Ask family, friends and neighbors
to help you look for your dog. Call your
local radio station, newspaper and TV for
help getting the word out. Post “Lost Dog”
posters around your neighborhood. Use
large, easy-to-read printing on your poster.
Make sure it will get people’s attention.

On your “Lost Dog” poster, include:

* a recent photo of your dog, including
views of both sides and face

e description of your dog, including
gender, breed, color, hair length, age
and special characteristics; do not
include your dog’s name

* instructions about what someone
should do if they find your dog;
include two telephone numbers
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.4 Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper
;?55:%» Speak! (Share what you did)
e What parts of the dog did you already know?
e What new parts did you learn?

The Hip Bone's
Connected to
the...

Besides being fun, it's important to learn
the names of dog parts. Judges will ask
you to name some parts in showmanship
classes. Breeders may talk about different
dog parts and you'll want to know

what they are talking about. If you see a
problem with your dog, you need to know
the name of the part so you can talk with
your veterinarian about it.

When you are learning about parts, start
with a simple drawing that has the parts
labeled and named. Next, switch to a
drawing without labels. Finally, practice
naming parts on a real dog with a friend.
Pretty soon you’ll know all the parts!

e How did it feel to be a part of a team?

Chew on This (Process what's important)

* Why do you need to know the names of dog parts?
* Why should you learn to work on a team?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

¢ Which parts of the dog have the same name as your
body parts?

* When else have you worked on a team?

»

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)
* How can you improve your teamwork skills?

* How can you use your dog parts knowledge to learn
even more about dogs?

y *Stop eTuck up Occiput *Hock eWithers
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@ %G Howl about this?

A dog’s height is measured from the ground
to the highest point of his withers.

Activity written by Susan Kerr.
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Dog Project Skill=nvestigating nutrients in food

Success Indicator: Names the major food
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Note: Most food
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Water Poultry Wheat flour Olive oil
Corn meal Peas Vegetable oil
Lamb Green beans
Pork Oatmeal Apples Nuts
Fish Honey Bananas Seeds
Molasses Cheese Corn
Peanut butter Pasta Yogurt
Soy Barley Milk Peanut butter
Milk Yeast Lard
Cheese Crackers Liver Trimmed fat from meat
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Leftovers: Beef, Rice, Carrots, Eggs, Butter, Sugar, Bacon fat
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Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper
Speak! (Share what you did)
* What resources did you use for this activity?

* What diseases did you discover that were
new to you?

Chew on This (Process what's important)

* Why are vaccinations important for dogs’
health?

¢ Explain why preventing diseases is better
than treating them.

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

* What diseases have you been vaccinated
against?

e What things do you do to keep yourself

@ healthy?

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)

e What disease prevention actions can you
take when introducing a puppy to another
dog?

e How will you share what you learned with
others?

Activity written by Nelle Wyatt.

Dig Tis!
B Hot Shots

By vaccinating and deworming your dog, you can
help protect him from getting sick. Here are
general recommendations for preventing dog
diseases, but make sure to ask your veterinarian
what is needed for your dog.

Vaccinations. Vaccinate puppies at 6-8 weeks,
8-10 weeks, 10-12 weeks and 12-14 weeks
against distemper, hepatitis, leptospirosis,
parainfluenza and parvovirus. Adult dogs need a
booster shot once a year. A dog can have its first
rabies vaccination at 12 weeks; this vaccination
is good for one year and booster shots after that-
are good for three years. Additional vaccinations
recommended for some dogs protect against
coronavirus, kennel cough and Lyme Disease and
Rattlesnake bites.

Deworming. It is best to deworm a dog based
on the results of an examination of its feces.
However, nearly all puppies have roundworms.
Other internal parasites include hookworms,
whipworms, tapeworms, heartworms, coccidia
and giardia. Clean up feces promptly and vary
the spot where you tie a dog or kennel it
outside. Use heartworm prevention regularly if
this parasite is in your area.

External parasites. Ear mites are tiny pests that
live in dogs’ ear canals; they can be spread
between dogs and cats. Mange mites burrow into
the skin and cause itching and hair Joss. Fleas
and ticks are a big problem for dogs in some
parts of the country. Use flea and tick treatment
and control products as recommended by your
veterinarian.

*External parasites e|nternal parasites eContagious eVirus eBacteria
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% e m iscuss the answers to these questions with your helper

Speak! (Share what you did)

¢ What different dog body language did
you see in each setting?

* Which dog seemed the most friendly?
The most timid?

Chew on This (Process what's important)

e How do dogs communicate with people?
With each other?

* Why is it important for you to understand
dog body language?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

* Besides talking, how do you communicate
your feelings to other people?

¢ Describe different encounters you have had

with friendly, timid and mean dogs. How
»,’ did they act?

?W\‘sm vF 8% oo ¢i§\my Tllls‘ Tattle Tails

Many people are bitten by dogs each year. If you

- understand dog body language, you will be more able to
tell which dogs are friendly and which ones you should
" avoid. Dogs use body postures, facial expressions and tail
positioning to communicate with other dogs and people.
A dog’s body language can tell us if the dog is
'subm:ss:ve, fearful, frrendly or aggressnve :

Dog Body Language
\\“\

%Q

A Wants to play

B Friendly greeting and
asking for attention

C Threatening and afraid
D Polite greeting

E Something has the
dog’s attention

F Threatening and
aggressive

G Scolded or fearful

If an aggressxve dog c0mes near you, stand very still.

- Do'not look it in the eyes. If it knocks you down, curl
into a ball, put your hands over your head and neck
*and lie very still. Never try to outrun a dog—that may

make him want to. chase and attack you.

Never approach a dog on his property unless his owner
is present and says that it is safe. Many dogs are friendly
when their family is present, but can become protective
and aggressive when alone.

Dogs running loose together can form a dog pack and
become very dangerous. If you see a group of loose
dogs, go to a safe place and tell an adult about the
dog pack right away.
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/ Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper

N peak! (Share what you did)

* Which of Lee’s feelings or actions could
you identify with? Why?

* How does talking about loss and grief
make you feel?

Chew on This (Process what's important)

* How does grieving help someone
recover from a loss?

* Why is it important to prepare for the
loss of your dog?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

* How can helping a friend through a loss
prepare you for a loss of your own?

'”.0 For what types of losses might you grieve?
N

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)

* What can you do to help someone who
is grieving?

* What can you do to prepare for a loss?

#Depression eDenial *Acceptance

Activity written by Debbie Hackman.

Dig This!
B letting Go

Grieving is a way of dealing with the loss of a friend, relative,
pet or possession. It is a normal sign of caring. If you lose

a pet, it is important to share your feelings with others. If a
friend loses a pet, share in the grieving process with them.

Listen to their stories or just sit with them if that is what they
need.

The five stages of grieving are

1. Denial. “This hasn’t happened.”

2. Anger. “I'll never forgive you for letting this happen.”

3. Bargaining. “I'll do anything to make things right again.”

4. Depression. “I just don't feel like doing anything any
more.”

5. Acceptance. “I can remember the good times and move
on with my life.”

Things to say to someone who has lost a dog

“I'm sorry about your dog.”

“I' know how much you loved your dog.”

“Your dog really loved you.”

“He was a great dog!”

“If you need someone to talk to, give me a call.”
“Let’s go for a walk and you can tell me about him.”
“Can | do anything to help?”

“Can | make a donation to a charity in honor of your
pet?”

* “What happened?”

* Relate a fun or memorable story about their dog.

Things NOT to say

* “l know how you feel.”

“You'll have to get a new dog.”

“It was bound to happen.”

“He was pretty old anyway.”

“It was just a dog.”

“You got him for free, didn’t you?”
“At least you didn’t have a big vet bill.”
“I never liked him anyway.”
“Now you’re not so tied down.”
“You can just get another one.”
“He wasn’t worth the trouble.”

Don't talk about a dog you have lost—this is THEIR
time.
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: Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper
‘Speak! (Share what you did)

* Who are the dog groomers in your area?

» What was your demonstration about?

Chew on This (Prba:efss:‘What’s important)

* Why do you need;:_td keep your dog clean and care
for his teeth, ears and eyes?

* How does talking with a gréoiﬁer or veterinarian
help you improve your communication skills?

Catch the Scent (Cene‘ra[;;iéf:a’ yourllfe) o

groomed?

* Besides giving a demonstration, how else
communicate what you know with others?

{

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)

* How will you change how you groom and care
for your dog? ‘ ;

» How will the demands of grooming affect which
breed of dog you might want in the future?

X : pod
§§ Howl about this?

® There are several breeds of
hairless dogs that don’t need any
brushing!

® Some dogs with ear problems
can shake their ears so hard that
) they burst blood vessels in the
@ ® Far mites, yeast infections, plant ear pinna, which makgs the
parts and bacteria can all cause wh_ole ear swell up with bloody
ear problems in dogs. fluid.
® A dog’s coat can become
dry if it is bathed too often.

Activity adapted by Amy Harder and Tom Zurcher from original activities
by Sharon Ingerson and Carol Noyes.

y *Quick ePinna eDebris -

B ’

- Trim and Snip
Be patient with your dog as you train it for
grooming. Groom dogs on a table with a

~rubber mat or rug for gripping. Work for

short periods of time until your dog gets
used to grooming.

Only bathe your dog if he is dirty, smells
bad or needs to have his skin or coat treated
with a special shampoo for his health.

You can wipe his coat with a damp towel
between baths. If you must bathe your dog
for a show, do so 48 hours before the show.
Have an adult present when you groom
your dog because some dogs do not like

to be groomed.

 Grooming Steps

* Brush dog, removing mats and debris; use a
toothed rake and brush gently all the way to
the skin; check behind ears, in armpits, on
back legs and under tail

¢ Clean matter from eyes with a moist cotton
ball

e Clean ears with alcohol and cotton balls

* Brush teeth with soft toothbrush and dog (not
human) toothpaste =

¢ Trim nails. Try not to cut
into the quick (red area).
If you do and it bleeds,
dab a little cornstarch
on to stop the bleeding.

¢ Wet, bathe with dog
shampoo, rinse twice

* Apply coat conditioner if needed

Trim here

-« Dry with towel or blow drier set on low

¢ Brush out coat

* Trim according to breed or type

* Clip hair between toes and around foot pads
* Praise your dog for behaving well!




A

Acceptance — Consider something
is true; believe or agree.

Advantage - Positive; plus; pro;
strength.
Aggressive — Bold, strong or

overbearing; likely to fight;
hostile.

Bacteria — Tiny, one-celled living
creature. '

Balanced — Food that supplies
all the important nutrients in the
right amounts.

Breed - Group of animals that
are very similar and have been
created by special mating and
selection for a certain purpose.

Breed group - Collection of
breeds with a similar use or
purpose, such as herding.

Breed-specific — Conditions that
are more common in certain
breeds.

C

Canine Good Citizens —
American Kennel Club
certification given to dogs that
successfully complete a certain
behavior and training test.

Carbohydrates - Sugars and
starches in feed; sources of
energy.

Carnivore — Group of animals
whose diet is mostly meat.

Dog Talk 1Glossary

Cataracts — Cloudiness in an inner
part of the eye that interferes with
vision.

Commercial dog food -
Balanced dog food developed by
companies based on research
and dogs’ needs.

Contagious — Able to be spread
between individuals.

D

Debris — Dirt, leaves, mud, etc.
Deficiency ~ Lack.

Denial — Refusing to accept
something that is true.

Depression — Feeling of sadness
and hopelessness.

Diarrhea - Loose or watery stool
(feces).

Disadvantage — Negative; minus;
con; weakness.

E

Energy — One of the major food
nutrients; usually provided by
fats and carbohydrates.

Environment — Surroundings.

Euthanize — Painlessly end an
animal’s life.

External parasites — Pests that
live on or in an animal’s skin
or coat and do harm.

F

Fictional - Made up; not real.

his is the first of three Dog Talk

glossaries for you to use to
increase your vocabulary. See how
many of these words your family knows.

G

Glucose — Basic form of sugar
needed by body cells to work.

Grief — Feelings of loss; mourning
for something or someone that
has died or been lost.

Guarantee — Promise of quality,
health or performance.

H

Hip dysplasia — Disorder of the
hip joint where the hip ball is
poorly seated in the joint socket;
more common in certain breeds.

Hock — Sharp angled joint in the
dog’s hind leg; its heel or tarsus.

House soiling — Urinating or
defecating indoors.

Internal parasites — Pests that
live inside an animal and do
harm.
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Speak! (Share what you did)

* Which breed origins did you investigate?

* Where did you find the information you needed?
Chew on This (Process what's important)

* How is a breed’s country of origin related to its original
function and structure?

* How did working with the map and flags help you
identify and remember the different countries?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)
» What different dog breeds have you seen?

* What is your favorite way to learn new information?

@

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)

* How will what you learned help you in a knowledge
bowl or showmanship class?

* How can you continue to learn about the location,
culture and characteristics of different countries?

.n4hccog/og

- * Dog breeds
World geography

4

3 P
.y !ﬁ HowWl about this?
@' The first dog breed that was
developed was probably the
Saluki.

® The:Black Russian Terrier
and Neopolitan Mastiff
breeds were approved for
AKC registration in the
Working Group as of July 1,
2004.

Activity written by Susan Kerr.

¢

% ey e §, \Jig This!
A - o .
~FTZ R |
' ﬁgDiscuss the answers to these questions with your helper The “ﬂﬂﬂ

for Breeds

Dog breeds have been developed to meet people’s
needs and preferences through selection for certain
traits and abilities. Factors that affected the type of
breeds created in various countries include that
area’s climate, terrain and culture. Uses of different
breeds include hunting, protection of livestock
or property, military work, rescue work,
companionship, draft, service and even food.

As societies change, so do people’s needs,

so refinement of breeds continues today. For
example, the Rottweiler’s ancestors were used
in Rome to fight lions and serve the military,
but then were used to herd and protect cattle,
guard property and pull carts. They are now
mostly used as pets. Their past and current uses
took advantage of breeders’ selection for
intelligence, strength and loyalty.

Dachshunds were developed in Germany to be
small, feisty, brave and able to dig into tunnels
to kill badgers and other ground-dwelling pests.

Samoyeds, Alaskan Malamutes and Siberian
Huskies were developed in barren, cold
Northern regions to have great stamina,
strength and endurance to pull sleds for long
distances. Through breeding and selection, they
have developed thick coats for protection.

Many hunting dog breeds have been
developed to hunt deer, elk, wolves, bears,
birds, wild hogs, mountain lions, raccoons or
foxes. Each hunting breed has characteristics

that make it well suited to hunt its specific
quarry.

Where did your favorite breed develop and
what was its original use?
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Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper
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It's in the Genes
There are many abnormal conditions of dogs that
are more common in some breeds. This is because
some conditions (or an individual’s likelihood of
developing a disease) may be inherited. Below are
some breed-related disorders of dogs. Note: There
are many exceptions to these examples and an

individual dog of any breed could develop any
of the problems listed.

Hip dysplas:a-———Abnormal development of hip joint;
more common in Rottweilers, German Shepherds,
Labradors, Great Pyrenees and other breeds.

Cataracts—Cloudiness of the eye lens; more
common in Golden Retrievers, Labradors,
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, Old English
Sheepdogs, Staffordshire Bull Terriers and others.

Seizures—Epilepsy or convulsions; more common

in Beagles, Poodles, Bichon Frises, Dachshunds
and more.

Bleeding disorders—Lack of various blood clotting
factors; more common in Alaskan Malamutes,
Doberman Pinschers, Collies, German Shorthalr
Pointers, Greyhounds, Samoyeds and more.

,Patellar luxatlon—mi(neecap slips out of place; more

- Terriers, Papillions, Silky
iers, Lhasa Apsos, Maltese, Pugs and others.

volvulus—Bloating and
h; more common in Great
yvhounds, Saint Bernards,
Poodles and more.

issue growth; more common
in Boxers Boston Temers, Welmaraners Scottish
Terriers and more.

Entropion—Eyelid(s) roll in and irritate the eye;
more common in Chesapeake Bay Retrievers,

Chow Chows, Chmese Shar Peis, Pugs, Akitas and
more.

Speak! (Share what you did)

* What dog breed did you choose for this activity? Why?
* What inherited diseases did you investigate?

Chew on This (Process what’s important)

* Why should you learn about common inherited
conditions of dog breeds that interest you?

* Explain why research skills are important.

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

* What inherited conditions have you seen in dogs
or other animals?

* What other topics have you researched?

sinherited

Deafness—Impaired hearing; more common

in Cocker Spaniels, Parson Russell Terriers, West
Highland White Terriers, Akitas, Dalmatians,
American Staffordshire Terriers, Shelties and more.

www.n4hcc.o

Inherited problems
CERF
> GDC
t/
h‘ Howl about this?
Several organizations are devoted
to inherited disorders of dogs:
® The Institute for Genetic ® The Orthopaedic Foundation
Disease Control in Animals for Animals (OFA) examines
(GDC) helps purebred dog radiographs of dogs for hip
breeders and researchers dysplasia.

decrease genetic diseases
through a national registry of
animals.

® The Canine Eye Registration
Foundation (CERF) deals with
various disorders of dogs’ eyes.

Activity written by Susan Kerr.
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Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper

Speak! (share what you did)
p

e What safety hazards did you identify in your
dog’s environment?

e What surprised you most during your survey?

Chew on This (Process what’s important)

* Why is it a good idea to protect your dog
from harm?

* How does keeping your dog safe show that
you are a responsible owner?

Keeping Your Hound
Safe and Sound

How many of these hazards did you
discover in your dog’s environment?

Indoor Hazards

Outdoor Hazards Other Hazards

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

e What safety problems has your dog
experienced?

e What aspects of your environment are unsafe
or unhealthy?

Electric cords and outlets
Collars

Garbage

Sharp objects
Foreign objects
Small toys
Decorations
Chocolate
Poisonous plants
Chemicals

Soap

Rocking chairs
Medications
Toilet bowl
Bones

Packing materials
Paint

Hot tubs
Hyperthermia
Candles and flames
Glass windows
Stairs

Others...

Hot cars

Eye injuries riding in cars

Diseases contracted at
kennels, vet hospital

Many others...

Ponds, lakes and wells
Pools and hot tubs
Barbed wire
Other animals
Trauma from cars
Getting lost
Wildlife

Bee stings

Snake bites
Collars

Garbage and dead animals
Sharp objects
Small rocks
Porcupine quills
Bullets

Arrows

Hot pavement
Hyperthermia
Frostbite
Hypothermia
Others....

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)

* How can you make your dog’s environment safer?
» How will being a responsible dog owner help you

become a more responsible student or friend?

= Pet safety
t
o pd
E' HowWl about this?

® Antifreeze is very poisonous
to dogs, so store it safely and
clean up any spilis right away.

Activity written by the My K-9 and Me 4-H Club: Andrea Dressel, Molly Swift, McKayla

Whitmire, Alyson Mello, Paulette Lefever and Susan Kerr.

 Gastroenteritis *Hyperthermia eHypothermia

. ‘Prevention Plan

* Vaccinate, deworm and take your dog
to the veterinarian regularly.

* Keep your dog on a leash or harness
when it is not in an enclosed area.

* Put toys, small bones and other
“swallowable” objects where your dog
can’t get them.

* Maintain good fences to keep your dog
safe outside. -

* Install baby gates and locking cabinets
to keep your dog away from dangerous
things.

* Remove trash and garbage from your
dog's environment promptly.

* Don't take dogs in cars unnecessarily.

¢ Train your dog to obey you.

* Remove poisonous objects from your
dog’s environment.

* Conduct a pet safety patrol!
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: _ Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper
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R Speak! (Share what you did)
* What dog foods did you investigate?
* How were the foods similar? How were they different?
Chew on This (Process what's important)
* How did you decide which food to feed your dog?

* What are the consequences of feeding your dog
incorrectly?

Catch the Scent (Genefalize to your life)

* How are yOur,nutﬁtiona‘fl needs similar to your dog’s?
How are they d a2

* What careers involve ga o
decisions? o
-
<
[ ]
o0
£
g
S
3
.
L
¢vo} g
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P www.n4hcc.org/dog
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= Dog nutrition
t o
.|

i Howl about this?

® if your dog tends to overeat,
you should probably not
feed him ad lib.

® Feed most lactating dogs all
the food they want—they
have very high nutritional

. requirements.
® Breeds with a tendency

to bloat (Great Danes,

Saint Bernards, Doberman
Pinschers, etc.) should be
fed several small meals a day
instead of one large meal.

Activity written by Stacey Hofmann and Susan Kerr.

g&:\ Dig mis! _
T < Qg Feed ‘em Right!

Nutritional Requirements of Dogs

Adult dogs need at least 18% protein and
5% fat in their diets. Puppies and pregnant
or lactating dogs need up to 26-30%
protein and 15-30% fat. Hardworking dogs
need more fat and carbohydrates, not more
protein. Geriatric dogs may need a special
diet, too. Consult with your veterinarian
about what to feed your dog. Water is the
most important nutrient, so make sure your
dog always has fresh, clean water.

Types of Dog Food

The major types of commercial dog food
are dry, semi-moist and canned. Dry food is
usually the least expensive on a pound-for-
pound basis because the other foods have
much more water in them. Compared on

a dry matter basis, though, semi-moist and
canned foods contain more nutrients than dry
food does. Feed a high quality commercial
dog food with the words “complete and
balanced” on the label to make sure your
dog is eating a balanced diet.

Feeding Your Dog

Feeding your dog properly will take some
trial and error. You might decide to feed
your dog one or more meals a day or you
may choose to feed your dog ad /ib. If you
decide to change your dog's food, do so
gradually over several days. The safest
bones for your dog to chew on are cow
knuckle bones or thigh bones, not small
dry bones that can splinter and puncture
tissues. Avoid feeding your dog any table
scraps—they are nutritionally unbalanced
and promote dental disease and obesity!
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=" Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper

Dig This! The Ins and Outs of
I  Parasites

Roundworms, Hookworms and Whipworms

These nematodes are found in the intestines. They rob
dogs of blood and interfere with digestion and absorption
of food nutrients. Dogs pick up parasite eggs from the
feces of infected dogs; puppies can be infected by larvae
across the placenta or in their mother’s milk.

External Parasites
Ticks, fleas, mange mites and ear mites are common
parasites. Treatment is helpful but prevention is better.
Many products are available, so ask your veterinarian
for advice. All cases of mange should be investigated
by a veterinarian.

A Speak! (Share what you did)

* Which parasite that you investigated was the
most interesting? Why?

e What resources did you use to help you with this
activity?

Chew on This (Process what's important)
¢ How can parasites affect your dog’s health?

e How is deciding to prevent and treat parasitism
part of being a responsible dog owner?

Heartworms

This parasite can kill. Immature heartworms are passed
by mosquitoes from the blood of an infected dog into
the next victim. Treatment is possible, but prevention
is much better. Discuss it with your veterinarian.

Other Parasites
Coccidia are protozoa that invade the lining of the
small intestine, causing bloody diarrhea and problems
with digestion. The eggs survive a long time in your
dog’s environment. This can cause death due to
dehydration and shock. Tapeworms are one of the
least harmful parasites of dogs. Infection is usually
 detected by seeing dried tapeworm segments on the
~ hair around a dog’s tail.

Treatment and Prevention
st parasites can be treated with anthelmentics;
iss these medications with your veterinarian. To
- prevent infection, remove feces immediately, rotate
‘the location of where dogs are housed or tied,
-provide clean water and deworm dogs as needed,
depending on the results of fecal examinations.
The Human Factor ‘
If swallowed by humans, hookworm and roundworm
larvae can travel to the eyes and internal organs and
cause problems. Ticks, fleas and some mange mites
can bother people. Some tapeworms can affect
humans. Giardia and Cryptosporidia can cause
severe intestinal problems in humans. Always wash

your hands well after touching your dog, being
_outside and before eating!

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)
* Which dog parasites can affect your health?

¢ How do you show you have decided to be
responsible for keeping yourself healthy?

ntic eNematode -D'e‘h“y ration elarva eParasitism ePlacenta eShock eProtozoa

]
o

t//
@ i‘;' Howl about this?
AW ® Far mites can infect both ® Dogs can pick up one type

dogs and cats, so if one pet of tapeworm if they swallow
in a household is infected, a flea and another type if
all should be treated. they eat an infected rodent.

Activity written by Susan Kerr.
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Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper
A Speak! (Share what you did)

e What is the final number of puppies you created?

* How did this activity make you think and feel about
homeless puppies?

Chew on This (Process what's important)

* How did the diagram help clarify the concept of pet
overpopulation?

* Besides spaying and neutering your dog, what else
is involved with being a responsible pet owner?

animals spayed and

are the facts.

Pet Popuiation
Myths

The Humane Sf)ciety of the United States estimates
that 6 to 8 MILLION animals enter shelters every
year and only half find homes; the rest must be
euthanized. Responsible pet owners have their

neutered so they don't

contribute to the pet overpopulation problem.

Spaying and neutering are safe and routine
operations when performed on healthy animals
by experienced veterinarians. Some communities
have low or reduced-cost programs to encourage
dog owners to spay or neuter their pets.

Many myths surround pet reproduction. Here

Myth

Fact

“A female dog will be a better
pet if she has a litter.”

Having a litter may change a dog's
personality for the worse.

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

* What are your experiences with homeless dogs,
unwanted puppies and the pet overpopulation problem?

* What other information have you shown through
diagrams?

“A female dog shouldn’t be
spayed until she has had one
heat cycle.”

Waiting until she goes through a
heat period increases the likelihood
that a dog will become pregnant.

“There’s no need to spay or
neuter dogs that have no
opportunity to come into contact
with another dog and mate.”

Besides preventing unwanted
puppies, spaying and neutering
dogs prevents serious health
problems, including some cancers.

{ |

“My dog is very nice and | would
like puppies just like him/her.”

There is no guarantee that puppies
will look or act like their parents.
Also, pregnancie$ can cause health
problems for a beloved female dog
and can even be fatal.

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)

* How can you teach others about the importance of
spaying and neutering pets?

* How could you use your diagram as an educational tool?

“I'll be able to find good homes
for all my dog’s puppies.”

These puppies will just be added to
those that have already been born
and need homes. Also, how do you
know your puppies will go to GOOD
homes and be well cared for?

Pet overpopulation
Spay and neuter

f
\ 3ed
E HowWl about this?

® Puppies are now being spayed and neutered when
they are as young as 6 weeks old.

Activity written by Susan Kerr.

“FII be able to make money
breeding my dog and selling
puppies.”

Perhaps you won't be able to sell all
the dogs and will have to care for
them into adulthood. Puppies need
vaccinations, food, deworming and
veterinary care. Also, the mother
could have trouble during pregnancy
or birth, which could create a large
veterinary bill. You may not be able
to find anyone interested in paying
a breeding fee for your male dog
unless he is a Champion.
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Before dogs compete in performance events,
they should master basic obedience commands
~such as heel, sit, down, stay and come. After
your dog has learned these commands, it can

be taught almost any dog sport for which
you have interest and it has ability. Popular
dog sports include:

* Agility—Course full of obstacles for dogs

to go over and through, under the control
of a handler.

g Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper

¥ Speak! (Share what you did)

* Which performance event did you select for your dog?
Why?

* Where did you get information about the performance
event you chose for your dog?
Chew on This (Process what's important)

e How do a dog’s characteristics make it well-suited
or poorly suited for a certain performance event?

* How does selecting a sport for your dog help you
practice your decision-making skills?

* Flyball—Dogs run a course with four
jumps, paw a lever to release a ball,
catch the ball and run back to the start
of the course with the ball.

* Lure coursing—Based on the natural
chasing instincts of Sighthounds and
other breeds. A lure is pulled along a

course to test agility, skill, speed and
endurance.

e Earthdog—A caged rodent is placed at the
end of a series of tunnels. In competition,
the first dog to enter the tunnel, find the
rodent and bark is the winner,

* Herding— “Headers” control livestock
with stares and positioning; “drovers”
or “heelers” control livestock by nipping
at their heels. '

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

e What are your special talents? How about your friends’
talents?

¢ How do your talents influence the things that interest
you or that you participate in?

. Hunting— Dogs work in pursuit of prey,
either alerting owners where prey is or
retrieving it after it has been shot.

- * Tracking—Competition that tests a dog's

. ability to follow a scent.

* Breed-specific sports—Competitions

related to specific functions of some

breeds, such as weight/sled pulling,
water rescue and draft,

Point the Way (apply what you learned)

» How can you use performance events to improve your
dog’s showmanship and obedience abilities?

eHerding eLure Coursing eTracking eSighthounds eDraft

s Agility eEarthd

®

Performance

Activity written by Debbie Hackman.
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Speak! (Share what you did)
_ p y

W ¢ What do you need to do to get ready for
a showmanship class?

* What part of showmanship do you enjoy
the most? Why?

Chew on This (Process what’s important)

* Why is dog showmanship an important
skill to practice?

* How do lists help you be prepared and
organized for an event?

.o ““S‘.:‘ o5 &3 ov o <
%

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

¢ What aspects of grooming and showmanship

apply to how you present yourself every
ay?

* What are the consequences of not being
prepared and organized for an event?

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)

* How can you improve your showmanship

skills? :

= Showing

Y
e L 3t
( !. Howl about this?

® You may want to take along water from your home
when you show. Some animals don’t drink well
when they are away from home because they
don’t like the taste of “strange” water.

Activity written by Derylee Hecimovich and Susan Kerr.
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= Discuss the answers to these questions with your helper
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" Down and Back Triangle
or “I” pattern

: Show collar
Disinfectant

pattern




Dog Project Ski‘ii?‘r"i*s‘ééésing a dog’s vitél Sighs S
Life Skill: Personal safety ‘

National Education Standard: NS.9-12.1.
11 Science as Inquiry: Abilities necessary to do

scientific inquiry

' Fido9

< cal C o . :
) has a medica Success Indicator: Recognizes a canine
 pest friends, b\'}[tf‘rfié/:;r \??Snft always easy ‘t‘o Ste“ emergency and develops a plan of action.
ne his bes ’ ifions, second>.
ergency. For some cond og'S,\ife. In this

ymp Ip Wi f

R friend or family

2 # member, take the vital signs

on your dog. Remember to keep / /
everyone safe; don't risk getting someone

hurt just to measure one of the vital signs. \

Feel for the femoral
arterq pulge on the ingide

OF either thigh.
My Dog’s Vital Signs
' ‘,FTe'mpe’rature (M) °F
~Pulse (P) beats per minute Keep an injured animal warm to

' help keep it Lrom going intfo ghoek.
Respiratory Rate (R) breaths per minute

Mucous Membrane Color (MM)

Capillary Refill Time (CRT) seconds

Normal Dog Vital Signs

T 101°F - 102.5°F

p: 60-180 bpm

15-30 breaths per minute,
R: up to 200 pants per minute

- Woofers& An ounce of
Iweeter s prevention is worth
\ a pound of cure!

MM: pink, moist

CRT: 1-2 seconds
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@Speak! (Share what you did)
¥+ What were your dog’s vital signs?
* Which vital sign was the easiest to measure?

The most difficult? Why?
Chew on This (Process what's important)

* Why is it important to take your dog's vital signs
if you think she is hurt or ill?

¢ Why should you always keep human safety in
mind when trying to help a sick or injured animal?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)
» What types of first aid have you given or received?

» How is first aid for dogs similar to first aid for
humans? How is it different?

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)
@- How can you prevent injuries and illnesses in your
: dog?

* How can you make your activities and environment
safer for you?

(TR .
Yol Pl
E Howl about this?
® Never call emergency 911

for a pet emergency!

. make the break worse
® Don't apply a tourniquet to

a bleeding limb. Instead,
keep applying pressure and
adding absorbent bandage
materials over the original
pressure bandage. If you
must apply a tourniquet, be
prepared for the dog to
possibly lose the limb below

the tourniquet. .
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\ i
RNy

o,

www.néhcc.org/dog

First aid

© S B g,
59 :k 4
LT

Activity written by Nelle Wyatt.
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® Don't apply a splint if your
dog is resisting—you could

%‘i%;d:%? | BigomiS‘; - -
5% W Vital Information

Canine first aid is the immediate, temporary care given to a
dog until he can be transported to a veterinarian. Never put
yourself at risk to help an injured or sick dog! Get help
from an adult to approach and assess the dog. Even your
own dog may require a muzzle to let you examine and
move him safely if he is in pain and scared. Vital signs help
you assess what is going on inside a dog’s body.

Temperature. Have an assistant restrain your dog. Put
gloves on. Put lubricant on the tip of the thermometer and
gently insert it about an inch into your dog’s rectum. Leave
it there for one minute. Remove, take the reading. Clean
the thermometer with disinfectant and wash your hands.

Pulse. Gently feel inside your dog’s inner thigh for a soft,
pulsing artery. Count the number of pulses that occur within
15 seconds and multiply by four to get heartbeats per minute.

Respiration. Watch your dog's chest move out with each
breath. Count the number of breaths that occur within 15
seconds and multiply by four to get breaths per minute.

Mucous Membrane Color. Use your dog’s gums or inside
of his lips to assess mucous membrane color. Pink is the
normal color. Abnormal colors include white, pale pink, blue,
yellow, brownish or gray.

Capillary Refill Time. With the tip of your finger, gently press
the gum or inside of the fips until the pinkish color turns to
white. Pull your finger away and count how long it takes
for the pink color to return.

Common Emergencies

¢ Trauma ‘

« Ingestion of toxic substances
* Bee sting

* Poisonous reptile bite

* Electrocution a
s Heatstroke

Uze gauze or coft rope to make a quick dog
wuzzie. Make a loop aroand the doge nose
and tie a half-hitek knot on top. Tie another
hall-#iteh knot below, then tie a elip knot
behind the dog'e eare. All knote chould be
very enag.
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peak! (Share What you did)
* What are the body systems of the dog?

* What was the easiest part of doing a demonstration?
The hardest?

Chew on This (Process what’s important)

* Which body system do you think is the most
important and why?

* Why are demonstrations an effective way to share
what you know with others?

Catch the Scent (Genéréliéé to your life)

* How are dogs’ body systems similar to and different
from humans’ systems? o

e What other formal or: mfarma! demonstratlons have
you given or could you give?

®

Point the Way (Apply'wh‘

* If you had to give it
make in your demonstra

* How will you use what you learned to understand
signs of iliness in your dog in the future?

1

- e
-’ W’ about this?

® ungs have a natural elastic quality
that helps with exhalation.

Body systems

Activity adapted by Amy Harder from original activity by Susan Kerr.

t ORGAN-ization

Canine Body Systems

Function

Parts

Respiratory
system

Removes carbon dioxide
from the body and brings
oxygen into the body

Lungs, trachea, larynx,
sinuses, nasal passages
and nostrils

Cardiovascular
system

Transports blood rich in
oxygen to body tissues
and blood rich in carbon
dioxide from the tissues;
transports nutrients to
tissues

Heart, arteries, veins,
capillaries, lymph
vessels, bone marrow
and spleen

Integument
system

Protects the body;
first line of defense
against invaders

Skin, nails, claws,
hair, fur and pads

Nervous
system

Receives and responds
to information from the
environment and controls
subconscious, voluntary
and automatic body
reflexes and processes

Brain, nerves and
spinal cord

Musculoskeletal
system

Supports an animal’s
body and helps it move
around

Bones, joints, muscles,
cartifage, tendons and
ligaments

Gastrointestinal
system

Digests food and
absorbs nutrients

Mouth, teeth, tongue,
esophagus, stomach,
small intestine, large
intestine, rectum,
anus, salivary glands,
pancreas, liver and

*Hormones ¢Gonads *Necropsy

gall bladder

Endocrine Makes and releases Pituitary gland,

system hormones that help kidneys, adrenal glands,
animal respond to gonads, pancreas,
changes in environment | thyroid glands and
and keeps body systems | parathyroid glands
functioning normally

Urinary Removes wastes from Kidneys, ureters,

system the body and controls bladder and urethra
mineral balances

Reproductive Produces offspring Male: testicles,

‘| system epididymis, spermatic

cord, urethra, seminal
vesicles, prostate gland,
bulbourethral glands
and penis

Female: ovaries,
oviducts, uterus, cervix,
vagina, vestibulum,
vulva and mammary
glands
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Behavior changes. Even nice dogs may start snapping
people and animals due to arthritis or other sources of pai
Some dogs may get lost in familiar places and not :
recognize family members. Medications are available t
help some age-related changes in your dog’s brain.

74 Speak! (Share what you did)
@ * How did you locate the dog you studied?

¢ How did you prepare for the interview with the
dog’s owner?

Chew on This (Process what’s important) Hypothyroidism. The thyroid gland may stop producing
» What factors affect how a family feels about and normal amounts of thyroid hormone. Affected dogs gain
cares for their older dog? welght, seek warmth and-are letharglp. Medication is
) ] . i q available to help these dogs. ;
L] B
\cf\(/iz)éaiggr:gﬁg:’iwsf Sclgcmn‘:zni ng(;:/s an Senses. As dogs lose their eyesight and hearing, it affects
the way that they are able to interpret their environment.
They may seem more reactive, even fearful. Cataract
surgery can greatly improve vision.

Incontinence. Some older dogs soil their environment due
to decreased control of muscles. Medications are available
to help with this problem.

) ) Obesity. As dogs become less active, they often become
Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life) overweight. Feed a dog according to its requirements, not
¢ What are some other situations in which you need habit.

. A T .
fo use interviewing skills’ Dental disease. As dogs age, their teeth and gums may become

¢ What special procedures are available to help treat diseased, which may lead to bacterial heart disease. You may

age-related problems in both dogs and humans? notice bad breath and a decreased appetite. Veterinarians
can clean and extract teeth and teach you how to keep
them healthy.

Kidney disease. Signs of iliness include increased drinking
and urination, weight loss and listlessness. With dietary
changes and routine veterinary visits to monitor progression
of disease, dogs with kidney disease can live longer lives.

Point the Way (Apply what you learned) Cancer. Cancer can affect any organ or tissue. Signs
* How can you help others prepare for their older of cancer can include bleeding from thg nose, sk:n nodules,
dog’s special needs? enlarged lymph nodes, decreased appetite and listlessness.
gssp ) . Routine veterinary examinations and owner observations are

¢ What can you do to help reduce the chances of important in early diagnosis of cancer. Surgery, chemotherapy
your dog developing an age-related problem? and/or radiation can be used to treat some cancers.
) P
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Activity written by Nelle Wyatt.



Dog Project Skill: Conducting a class for puppies
Life Skill: Leadership o

National Education Standard:
NS.9-12.3: Life Science: Behavior
of organisms

Success Indicator: Conducts a puppy
training class.

Ha““m a P“m“ I l or a family if the

n chaos f
but all that enersy Cac';‘ 'R'iaa good idea for new dog

. \( and Jfl.ll'\, A ine 7 into a

P uppies ?;enié ;roper\y socialized and t;:\:\ "1 that “puppy pow(e;rj ct“;/our own

%l\ff foy enroll in @ puppy © this activity, You will con pare
own i i

the way. Be pré
pre-schoo !

lan and conduct a puppy training N i :
: ‘“mn ,n class for three or more dogs less ” 4 L Plan qoar
. ' than one year of age. Outline what : I N PPy
you would do in three sessions one week apart. Ask P o - pre/;gahopl
for input from trainers, veterinarians and other people A ' Zle'// bgeaallf
familiar with dog behavior and training. After you conduct L, » F § cuccece!

the classes, describe what happened at one of the classes
in the space below.

Week 1 Session Week 2 Session Week 3 Session

What Happened at One of the Classes

4
2 P
” HowWl about this?

® Some puppies experience a “fear period”
between the ages of 14 and 16 weeks.

o
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7z Speak! (Share what you did)

AP+ How did you feel as you tried to get around by
yourself while blindfolded?

* How did it feel to have someone help you get
around safely?

Chew on This (Process what’s important)
e How is raising a puppy an example of teamwork?
* Why are puppy raisers needed?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

* When are other times you‘ve had to rely on
someone else for help?

» Of what other teams have you been a member?

.

“;ngoint the Way (Apply what you learned)

* How can you encourage others to become puppy
raisers?

* How can you be an advocate for visually-impaired
people in your community?

" Guide Dogs for the Blind
The Seeing Eyve

Activity written by Stacey Hofmann.

s Advocate eIntelligent disobedience

Guide dog breeds include German Shepherds, -
Golden Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers, Poodles,
Smooth-Coated Collies and others. Golden/Labrador
crosses are becoming popular due to fewer :
inherited problems in these mixed-breed dogs.

What's the difference between a well-trained dog and
a guide dog? It’s all in the obedience. Most owne
want their trained dog to respond immediately with the
correct action. Guide dogs are taught to be intelligently
disobedient, or “think” before acting. Guide dogs
are trained for certain scenarios and know what to do -
to keep handlers safe. If the handler gives a guide dog -
a command, the dog will not obey unless it is safe
to do so.

Producing a good guide dog involves many steps:
wise breeding; careful selection according to physical
characteristics, health, personality and attitude; care’
and basic training from a dedicated puppy raiser;
professional training at a service dog organization;
careful matching with the right owner; and successful -
training of the dog-owner pair. Guide dogs usually
work for seven to eight years.

If you see a person using a guide dog, never pet the
dog, grab onto its harness or interfere with the dog's
job. The dog is “on duty” and must concentrate on
guiding his owner. Many owners are happy to talk
about their four-legged partner with you if you just ask.

Being cate AID emart ie hard work!

n aiser__, MOre
: Lea pubj ® N4 share ther e
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Dog Project Skill: Assessing dogs as
good citizens

Life Skill:

National Educational Standard:
NSS-C.9-12°5 Roles of the Citizen

]énmng and orgamzmg

il ors the )
he appear " KC) sponson W Success Indicator: Conducts a
ood Citiz WO;‘\\:\er'xcan Kennel C\u\g (P; ur qU?\‘f\/?' H?he Canine Good Citizen training
‘5 your ¢ dog N% anted?" The (am. What is 2 W(')uact\i/\/'\tyl you'l discover program.
" Amer\cii So\ Citizen (€GO pr(()ig mzéns2 }Through this GC testing program
Canm‘éo 2 in your area are gosou plan and organize 8
many tions as
ques

answer 10 these

1. Request the CGC packet from the AKC; see
the contact information on page 19.

wmp ip
2. Organize a training program to teach the skills

needed for the CGC test. Here are some questions to consider
while planning your event; record your answers in the chart.

Tegting reaction fo another dog.

Question

Answer

What is the schedule and timeline for your
training program?

Who can help you teach the class?

How will you advertise the program?

What are the minimum and maximum
numbers of people you want in the program?

What facilities and equipment will you need?

How will you evaluate participants’ progress?

Other:

3. Orgamze your own CGC testing event. Here are some questions to consider while planning your event; record your
answers in the chart.

Question

Answer

Who will be the lead evaluator?

Who will help test the dogs?

What is the schedule and timeline
for your testing session?

What facilities and equipment will you need?

What are the minimum and maximum
numbers of people you tested?

How will you advertise the test?

Will there be other events at the same
time (licensing, micro-chipping, rabies
vaccination clinic...)?

Who will sponsor the testing event?

Will there be a charge for taking the test?

Other:

4. Evaluate your event. Complete the CGC
evaluation and attach it to this page.

‘ Woofers&

Tweeters

He is your friend, your partner, your defender, your dog.

You are his life, his love, his leader.

He will be yours, faithful and true, to the last beat of his heart.

You owe it to him to be worthy of such devotion.
—Anonymous
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74 Speak! (Share what you did)
* What diseases did you investigate?

#a?
o

* What resources did you discover?

Chew on This (Process what’s important)

* Which of the diseases you investigated is the most
serious and why?

* Why do you need to be able to identify good
sources of information?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)
* ‘What are your favorite sources of information?

¢ What public health diseases have you heard about
before?

N
~

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)

* What will you tell other dog owners about diseases
transmitted by dogs?

* What can you do to reduce your chances of getting
these diseases?

ft

» e
" W’ about this?

® Both humans and dogs can
contract Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever and Lyme
disease by being bitten by an
infected tick. Dogs do not
directly spread these diseases

@ to people.

Activity written by Susan Kerr.

® You can learn more about
zoonotic diseases from
veterinarians, a county
public health department,
physicians, school nurses
and other health care
providers.

4 eZoonotic eTransmission eInfectious

Loo-WHAT!

Zoonotic (zoo-ah-NAH-tick). diseases are infectious diseases
that can be passed from animals to humans. Some are more
common or serious, so dog owners should be aware of them.

* Do not let dogs come in contact with live or dead wildlife

Disease | Signs of illness Cause Prevention
Rabies Paralysis, change | Rabies virus | Vaccination
in behavior,
death
Ringworm | Patches of red, Fungus Wear gloves
raised, itchy skin when touching
on humans; affected animals
patchy hair loss
on animals
Cutaneous | ltchy, red bumps Hookworm Wear gloves
Larval or blisters on feet larvae when working .
Migrans toes, hands, with dirt; wash
knees, anus hands before
eating; remove
dog feces and
deworm dog
Visceral Depends on Roundworm | Wear gloves
Larval tissues invaded larvae when working
Migrans by worm— with dirt; wash
blindness, hands before
seizures, etc. eating; remove
dog feces and
deworm dog
Cat Swollen lymph Bacteria from | Avoid animal
Scratch nodes animal bite | bites and
Fever or scratch scratches;
disinfect wounds
well
Sarcoptic | Hair loss, red Mange mite | Treat infected
Mange and itchy skin animals; avoid
’ skin-to-skin
contact with
infected animals

Prevention

* Keep your dog up-to-date on vaccinations and
deworming

* WASH HANDS before eating and after handling dogs,
removing dog wastes or.gardening

¢ Disinfect skin wounds promptly
* Avoid handling any sick or strange-acting animal
* Wear gloves when working in dirt



PREPARATION
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pup is in your house, you will want to spend time with him without worrying about potential haz-
ards.

‘Puppy proofing’ also gives you time to think about the responsibilities of having this pup. Are
you ready to get up in the middle of the night when your puppy needs to go outside?

As mentioned, Guide Dogs are house dogs. If at all possible, your pup should sleep in your bed-
room. In some cases, your leader may approve the pup sleeping in another part of the house (mom’s
room, hallway in front of your bedroom). Dogs are creatures of habit and like to know their place.
Choose where you want your puppy to sleep, and prepare a puppy ‘bed’.

A crate is strongly recommended, whether you plan to raise one or several pups. This crate
should be a size 400, or the equivalent to fit a grown dog, and may be made of fiberglass or welded
wire. The club may have a few to loan out; you may be able to borrow one; or you may have to
purchase one.

If you cannot obtain a crate, you may be able to restrain your puppy on a 24 to 32 inch ‘tie
down’ attached to an ‘eye’ bolt screwed into the wall. A plastic coated chain or cable is best to

protect your furniture. Do nof use a leash for this; your pup wz// chew through it.
You may also wish to provide your pup with a washable mat, an old blanket, or
something to sleep on so that this area becomes his special spot. But you should

m ] be very watchful that your pup does not chew this bedding (a behavior that
' e usually indicates boredom or a form of play). Teach
T Eis) sl — Ty him early the difference between what is OK to
Pl ]| 7 // chew (one of HIS toys) and what is not (YOUR
§E§§i gf ; / toys or possessions).
By = :
Z \ More on this later.

‘ WARNING: The crate or tie-down should NEVER be used as a
place of PUNISHMENT.
Also, your puppy should newer be left in the crate, or on his tie-down, for more than 3-4 hours
(unless it is at night when you are both sleeping).
If you are worried about how the crate might affect your room’s decor, we have heard from
many puppy raisers that a crate makes a great nightstand.
Your dog will also need a safe place OUTDOORS. If you don’t have an adequately fenced
, yard, you could build a ‘run’ approximately 6 feet high, 4 to 6 feet wide, and 10 to 15 feet long.
If you decide to build a run, make sure to use fencing material strong enough so that a grown
dog cannot pull it apart, dig under it, or climb over it. The run should include a shelter from sun,
rain and draft. Some families have found that portable (6x10x10 feet) chain-link dog runs are
very convenient. Again, ask your leader for advice.
YOUR PUPPY SHOULD NEVER BE CHAINED OR TIED OUTSIDE AND THEN
LEFT UNSUPERVISED!

Puppy-Proofing Your House

Puppies are a lot like toddlers. They are very curious and do not always use good judgment.
If you have had younger brothers or sisters, you remember all the things your parents did to make
the house safe for baby’s explorations. You probably also remember that they did not allow the
baby to explore without close supervision. The same rules apply to a puppy, and it is your respon-
sibility to keep the puppy safe. Chemicals, paints, solvents, electrical outlets — even common
plants — can all be deadly to your puppy.

The following list includes some of the more common poisonous substances found in many
households. There are many, many more . . .

Ant Stakes Antifreeze

Chocolate Dieffenbachia plants

Fertilizers Solvents (automotive, insecticide, household or cleaning)
Japanese Yew Human medications

Mistletoe QOleander bushes

Peach pits Philodendrons

Poinsettias Potato ‘Eyes’




PUPPY RAISING MANUAL

ARRIVAL AND HOUSETRAINING

Arrival

How exciting . . . Guide Dogs has called you to make arrangements for delivery of your
puppy. He is finally arriving!! He will be sharing the next 12 to 16 months with you and your
family.

While this is very exciting for you, please realize that your home and family are new experi-
ences for your pup. Keep in mind that he has just left his kennel, his brothers and sisters, and all
the old familiar smells and sounds. Getting used to becoming a part of your family and his new

v2.. world is a big first step. Try to make this adjustment as enjoyable as possible for your puppy.
Before he enters your house, give your pup time to go to the bathroom outside. Carry
him to the spot where you want him to ‘g0’ regularly. If he does relieve, praise him
for it (good puppy!). Offer him a drink of water and some puppy food (1/2 to 1
cup). Allow him to explore, meet people and the family pet(s)
gradually, at his own pace. Try to keep family members,
friends, and other pets from overwhelming the pup with

attention.

Do not allow him free run of the house yet. He
%, may get into trouble by accident. He needs affec-
s tion, a lot of rest, and time to adjust to his new
") environment. Training lessons (other than house
Y breaking) can wait four or five days.

That Evening. . .
Before you put your puppy on the tie-down or in his crate for the evening, play with him in
‘the yard or take him for a short walk. Give him enough exercise just to get him tired and ready
for bed. Give him one last time for a ‘potty’ break. PRAISE HIM when he is finished (“good
boy!” . . . “atta puppy!”).

Now, your puppy has been exercised and has ‘done his business’. Spend a minute or two
soothing and quieting him down if he needs it. Take him to the crate or the area you picked for
his ‘bed’. While talking to him in a soothing voice, place him gently in the crate. If you use a
‘bed’ for him, make sure he can comfortably turn around while on his tie-down.

You may wish to place a Nylabone with him to make him comfortable and give him some-
thing to do if he wakes up in the middle of the night. ‘

Close the door on the crate, turn out the light, and quietly leave the room. Better yet, you
might want to be ready for bed also and go to sleep. You're going to want to catch all the sleep
you can!

If your puppy starts to cry, DO NOT go to him for comfort. That will only teach him that
crying will bring rewards.

It is all right to quietly tell him: “It’s OK pup, 'm here. Now go to sleep”, but do not pet or
pamper him.

Your puppy may very well cry for a long time. IGNORE IT! This may be hard to do, but —
IGNORE IT! Soon the puppy will figure out that crying does not change his situation, and he’ll
get tired and go to sleep. This probably won’t happen any longer than the first few nights . . . so

. perhaps you should plan to be a bit tired (and a bit grouchy?) for a few days .




PUPPY RAISING MANUAL

EARS. Keep them clean by wiping the inside with a damp cloth (or Baby Wipes) at least once
a week. Large amounts of wax, if allowed to collect, can be the beginning of ear infections. Use
an otic cleanser (such as Ear-Rite) to clean each ear by putting three or four drops inside, then
massage the base of the ear gently for ten to thirty seconds. After letting him shake out the
excess, wipe your pup’s ears with gauze or cotton wrapped around your finger. DO NOT stick
your finger in too deeply, and DO NOT use Q:tips for cleaning ears.

EYES. Clean his face by wiping it gently with a damp cloth. It is normal for small amounts
of matter to gather at the corners of a dog’s eyes. This can easily be wiped away by dabbing each
corner with a small cottonball moistened with water. DO NOT touch the eyeball since cotton
fibers can scratch.

TEETH. You should clean your puppy’s tecth and gums weekly by rubbing them gently with
gauze wrapped around your index finger.

NAILS. Your pup’s nails should be kept short by trimming them once a week. Long nails may
cause the toes to spread, putting unnecessary stress on the wrist joints (called ‘pasterns’). Long
nails also can scratch people, furniture, and floors. For the first two or three weeks, get your
puppy used to this routine without actually cutting the nails. Firmly touch each toe and nail with
one hand while you steady his paw with your other hand. If the pup struggles, correct him by
shaking him with the collar, saying firmly “NO, stay”. DO NOT jerk on his leg!! It may-cause
damage, and will only result in frightening him more.

Once he is comfortable with you handling his paws in this way, you can start trimming nails.
You may want to ask for help from a family member to steady and comfort the pup the first few
times you do this. Hold the paw in one hand, and take one toe at a time between your thumb
and index finger. This allows you to control how much of each nail to trim with the clipper in
your other hand. Please take off just a tiny bit to avoid cutting into the ‘quick’. The ‘quick’ is a
blood vein that runs part way up the nail. If your pup has light-colored nails, it is easy to see the
‘quick’ and you can trim just in front of it. If his nails are dark, the ‘quick’ will be hidden, so you
must be more careful. This is why we suggest you trim just the tips once @ week.

If you do accidentally cut into the ‘quick’ and cause a little bleeding, DO NOT PANIC.
Simply use alum or a styptic powder (both available at a pet store or the veterinarian) on the nail
to stop the bleeding. If you have neither, gently press a dry piece of gauze or cotton against the
toe for a few minutes.

BATHS. Cleanliness does not mean frequent bathing. Dogs do not perspire like we do, and
bathing can wash away the natural oils from the pup’s coat. Unless your pup is filthy or has rolled
in something stinky, you don’t need to bathe him more than three or five times a year. If you do
have to bathe him, groom him first to remove matted hair or the unwanted stuff that’s on his
coat. Tuck a large cotton ball in each ear to prevent water from entering. Be sure to remove the
cotton after the bath.

Do not use a human shampoo; buy one that is made for dogs!! Thoroughly rinse out the
shampoo, let the pup shake off most of the water, and then towel dry him. Some pups will get
used to a blow- dryer, but please watch that the air is not too hot. While he’s wet, keep him out
of drafts (and out of the dirt).

While grooming, inspect your pup for fleas and ticks. Both are a common cause of skin prob-
lems, and should be removed as soon as they’re seen. Run your hands over the skin, checking for
bumps or scabs. By removing surface dirt and stimulating natural oils, grooming helps to clean
and keep the pup’s coat and skin healthy.

Grooming is also a way to bond with your puppy. Touch your puppy often: his feet, check his
mouth, tail, ears. Gently, but firmly, roll him over to reach different parts of his body. It teach-
es him to remain calm while being handled, and teaches him that you are in control. Keep it fun
for both of you and praise your puppy often. ‘
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interrupt the life cycle of the flea. Since outside control is a bit more involved, a professional
exterminator may be preferred.

Controlling Fleas Is Not An Easy One-Time Procedure!

It takes persistence to keep this problem in check. If you are not sure which method to use
please check with GDB or your leader.

Ticks

As mentioned under the section on grooming, touching your puppy gives you the opportunity
to check him for ticks. Should you find a tick, you may first want to smother it with vaseline, a
small amount of flea or tick spray or even clear nail polish. Then the tick can be removed with
tweezers (you should not handle the tick with your fingers). Grasp the tick with the tweezers as
closely as possible to the dog’s skin and pull upward using steady even pressure. The tick’s head can
break off if a twisting or jerking motion is applied. If this happens, don’t panic; with disinfectant,
the wound will cure itself. A tick granuloma (crusty growth) may appear up to a few days after tick
rernoval, as a reaction to the tick’s saliva. No treatment is necessary and it should be gone in a week
of so.
Once you have removed the tick, take care not to squeeze, crush or puncture its body so as
not to release contaminated fluids or eggs. Dispose of the tick by flushing it down the toilet
or put it in a container of alcohol. Disinfect the bite wound on your puppy and wash your
hands with soap and water after you have completed this procedure.

m Mange
f' This is a skin disease caused by parasitic mites and characterized by patchy
% hair loss. There are two types of mange common to dogs:

Ly  Demodectic mange causes hairless patches usually on the face or legs. These
© ¥ patches slowly grow larger and the skin may be red. The puppy will seldom
” scratch. This form of mange is not contagious to other dogs or humans. While this
condition may resolve itself, you should still contact your veterinarian so he can determine
&, Whether or not treatment is necessary.

Y Sarcoptic mange causes intense itching, to which the pup will react by scratching,

chewing and rubbing. This often leads to inflammation and secondary infections. The

AR most common areas to be affected are the ears, legs and belly. Sarcoptic mange is contagious
to other dogs and to people, but it is easily cured by your veterinarian.

The mites causing this disease are extremely small and can only be seen by microscopic exam-

ination of a skin scrape. If you suspect that your pup has mange, please consult your veterinarian.

“In Season”

The scientific name for this is the estrous cycle, commonly referred to as the ‘heat’ cycle. A
female puppy may come ‘into season’ sometime between the ages of 6 to 12 months. The begin-
ning of the cycle may be signaled by a swelling of the vulva area accompanied by a clear or white
discharge. Shortly thereafter a bright bloody discharge will occur. This heat period will continue
for approximately 21 days. Usually, the heat cycle occurs twice a year, but in 10% of females,
another short interval will occur three weeks after the first. As soon as she displays this discharge
or the swelling, she MUST be placed in a boarding kennel, or with a veterinarian, for 3 weeks.
Tt is best not to visit your puppy during this period as your presence may upset her adjustment to
the kennel. GDB will pay the boarding bill for your female puppy (please remember to complete
and mail in one of the veterinary forms!). If you live near the San Rafael or Topanga Canyon
facility, call and find out if we have space to board your puppy while she is in season.

DO NOT have your puppy spayed or neutered unless written permission is received from
Guide Dogs for the Blind.
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Speak! (Share what you did)
Which training tools were available today?

* Which training tool is your favorite? Why?

Chew on This (Process what's important)
* Which training tool did you decide would
be best for your dog? Why?

* How does each of the training tools work?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)
¢ Which training tools have you used before?
How effective were they?

* What do you like to do before you make
an important decision?

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)
e How will you change the training tools you
use on your dog as it gains more skills?

¢ What are some careers that involve the ability
to make important decisions quickly?

Clockwice from top left: backle collar,
head collar, martingale, prong collar and
choke chain eollar.

e Aversive: causes avoidance of an unpleasant stimulus

The goal is for a dog
to learn to keep the
leash loose and not
pull the handler.

Activity written by Stacey Hofmann, Nelle Wyatt and Susan Kerr.

Choke Chain Collar. This is used widely for obedience because it is
one of two collars allowed in AKC competition. The handler offers a
correction by giving a quick upward jerk on the end attached to the
leash. This collar does not have a “stop” to the amount of chain you
can pull through and needs to be monitored carefully, especially with
how hard and long youth pull on the end of the chain. The leash
should never be tight unless the youth is issuing a correction and
then it should be immediately loosened. ,

Flat Buckle Collar. This is the other choice AKC offers to obedience
competitors. This collar offers the least resistance on the dog’s neck
and works well where the handler and dog have a good bond.

Head Collars. Also known as ahead halter, a head collar is an
alternative to an aversive collar. When properly fitted, the handler
has control of the dog's head. Thorough familiarization with proper
use of this tool is essential for dog acceptance and successful training.

Martingale Collars. These tools are popular in the breed ring and
have some popularity in obedience training because they reduce
the amount of choking, are “escape-proof” and reduce coat
damage. The amount of control varies depending on the dog’s
breed, size and behavior.

Prong Collar. This tool is an interlocking chain of blunt, metal prongs
connected by a loop of small link chain. Contrary to its looks, this
collar is humane because it will only tighten a limited amount and
less pressure and strength are needed as compared to the choke
collar. The owner should attach the leash to the two rings on the
collar to evaluate the dog’s reaction to tightening before moving
down to one ring. Only small- or medium-sized links should be
used.

Clicker Training. This is a fun, non-aversive training technique that
gives an animal feedback about
its behavior. A sharp sound is
produced by the clicker when the
trainer presses it. The purpase is
to mark a desired behavior being
performed by the dog. It is as
though the trainer is saying
“THAT is what | want you to do.”
The animal hears the sound and
associates the action it performed
with a positive reward it received
during clicker training.

Dog training clicker
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Take the Bait! instructions are included for the following commands: Sit,
Down and Stand (Lesson 1), Building Blocks (Lesson 2), Heel and Recall
(Lesson 3) and Finish and Back (Lesson 4).

Class Preparation

croundings,

other \/outh,
Th\S actw\t‘/

* For youth to be able to work with
their dog with hands free, have
the leash wrapped around the
waist and attached to the dog,
tether the dog to a secure post or
have the dog held by a second
person

* Create a quiet, distraction-free
environment

¢ Make sure dogs have well-fitted
collars

¢ Use 6-foot cotton, leather, or
nylon leashes. No chain leashes

* Provide dog treats: hot dogs, liver,

cheese, etc.

* Obtain nail apron—buy these at
a hardware store or make one

* Provide clickers or other tools to
mark signals

* Ensure flooring has good traction

* Provide access to drinking water
for dogs

* Provide clean up bags, gloves,
waste containers, paper towels,
disinfectant

* Require appropriate clothing:

does not get in the way of the dog;
no hard leather-soled footwear;

~ Dog Project Skill: Obedience training a dog

Life Skill: Pianmng and Organizing

Natlonal Educatmn Standard: NL-ENG K-

12.12: Applying Language Skills

Success Indicator: Teaches a dog seven
basic commands.

Time Involved: Four lessons, 30-60
minutes each

Suggested Group Size: 10-12 youth

Materials Needed: Dog, leash,

appropriate facility, plastic bags,
paper towels, waste receptacle,
disinfectant

Alwaye allow foar Fingere to be put
between qour doge neck and the collar.

Choker chain should
form a ‘P when
held in front of
qour dog g face.

wmply

T. Everyone has different training goals, so ask youth what their dog training
expectations are. Although all dogs can be trained to perform obedience
exercises, some learn more quickly than others. Help youth set realistic
goals for themselves and their dogs; these goals should be written down
and signed by both you and the youth...and the dog!

hese first two steps will help youth prepare for the

L P 1 over
training lessons to follow. dlip if gently ove

qoar doge head
antil it hange
loogely around
ite neck.

2. Have youth create a notebook to make a training plan
and record. Include:
¢ Date of training
* Training location
* Other people and dogs present
* Noteworthy distractions
* Behavior being trained
* Number of times you have trained for this behavior
before
* Session start and end times
* Specific criteria for the session
* Number of responses/number of errors
* Notes
¢ Other information

| When the choker
chain ie positioned
aorrectly it will
only tighten when
fengion i¢ applied,
Keep qour dog
on qoar left gide.

6. 'h"”

b‘a

Your dog can earn AKC obedience titles
as it progresses in obedience exercises!

w, about this?
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Demonstrate to your helper
or family how you care for at
least one of these three parts
of your dog—eyes, ears or
teeth. Diagrams of the parts are
shown. Try to use some new
words in your demonstration
that describes certain parts.
Show under My Dog Care
Demonstration what you
included in your presentation.

When wag the lagt time
qou braghed qour doge
foeth?

Canine

Incisors

Molars
Periodontal
Premolars

i e
h‘ Tail Waggers

park\mg Teeth

Developing responsibility
Show What You Know:

Demonstrate how to care
for a dog’s eyes, ears or teeth.

,;7 ThtS is oﬁe

My Dog Care Demonstration

Title:

Introduction:

Body:

Conclusion:

youcan | QN My dog: yypon aomeome i having a bad daq—be gilent, sit elose and nuzzle him or her gently.

® Contact lenses are be ing developed for dogs. ® More than 85% of dogs older than four
Adult dogs normally have 42 permanent teeth. years old have periodontal disease.
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to Consider

Share What You Did

What did you include in your
presentation?

Process What’s important

Why and how often should you brush
your dog’s teeth?

" -~ a soft brush or gauze‘ ps
= paste) shou!d be used

infections and loss of t,

~ dentistry here are e

‘ *Cleamng and anesthesi;
(dependmg on si

What causes periodontal disease?

» Why is regular care of the teeth,
ears and eyes important?

. Pulp cap .
~ Root canal .... -
. Partlai br!dge...;f...;.,. i

Generalize to Your Life

What does it mean to you to be
responsible for your dog's care?

Apply What You Learned

How can you use what you learned
in this activity with your dog?

Eye Care

The most common problems with the eye are discharges and inflammation.
When a dog paws its eyes because of irritation, accidental damage to the surface
of the evye, the cornea, may result. A veterinarian can examine the interior of a
dog's eye with an ophthalmoscope. Some eye problems are genetic. The parents
pass it on to their puppies. Breeding animals should have a C.E.R.F. exam done
by a veterinary ophthalmologist to detect and prevent these painful eye

~ Ear Care
If your dog is shaking its head,

ﬁﬁps -
scratching its ear or the ear smells

bad, ear mites might be the cause. Dogs with long, floppy
~ ears with well-furred ear flaps such as spaniels are more
likely to suffer from ear disorders than breeds with erect ears.

L g Semicicular
0.,?,:5'.,5,5 o S canals

anvil
stirrup) ﬁgdi;ory
Vi

Inner ear

External
ear

Oval
canal

window
Cochlea

Tympanic cavity
Middle ear

Eardrum

Acknowledgment: Written by Carol Noyes
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Leather - The earflap of hounds
and spaniels.

oM

Mantle - Dark-shaded portion of
the coat on shoulder, back and
sides as in St. Bernard.

Mask - Dark shading on the head
as in Mastiff, Boxer and Pekinese.

N

Neurology - The study of the
nervous system and related
disorders.

Neutered - To remove the male
reproductive organs to prevent
unwanted breeding and disease.

Novice class - Same as graduate
beginner class except the dog is
required to perform the heel
exercise off leash.

Nutrient - Substance that can be
used as food by the body,

O

6”Open class - Obedience class in

which dogs perform all exercises
off lead. Exercises include figure
8, drop on recall, retrieve on flat,
retrieve over high jump; bro
jump, long sit and long dow

Ophthalmology - The study of the

structure, function and diseases of
the eye. ~

Orthopedics - The branch of
medicine concerned with
corrections of deformities of the
skeletal system.

Overpopulation - An excess
quantity of an animal species
that cannot be supported by
the environment in which the
species lives.

w”"" cn | QAN "y dog. Dotight in the cimple Joya of @ long walk.

P

Parasite - Organism deriving
nourishment from another living
being.

Parasitology - The study of
parasites.

Pathology - The study of the
origins, natures, causes and
development of diseases.

Pedigree - The recorded descent
of purebred animal of three
generations or more.

Pet responsibility - Human
accountability for the care and
humane treatment of companion
animals. Compliance with local
animal control laws so pets are
not a hazard or nuisance to the
community.

Plume - Full and thick hair on
the tail as in Pekinese and Collie.
Point - The immovable stance of
the hunting dog taken to indicate
the presence and position of
game.

Pom-pom - Ball of hair left on
the end of the tail of Poodles.
Posture - The bodily poses assumed
by certain animal species to
communicate with other animals.

R

Radiology - The study of radiant

___energy and its applications in the
 treatment of disease.

»

‘Ret fleve Hunting or obedience

S

Saddle - A black marking over
the back, like a saddle.

Screw tail - Kinky, twisted tail
as in the Basenji.

Spayed - To remove the female
reproductive organs to prevent
unwanted breeding and disease.

Standard - Written description of
the ideal dog of each recognized
breed used to evaluate dogs in
conformation judging at breed
shows.

Surgery - The branch of medicine
that relates to body injuries,
deformities and diseased
conditions requiring treatment by
operative procedures.

T

Team class - Obedience class

in which four dogs and handlers
work together performing exercises
on the graduate beginner course.

Terrier - Group of dog breeds used
originally for hunting vermin. Most
originated from the United Kingdom.

Toy dog - One of a group of the
breed dogs characterized by very
small size.

Triangle pattern - The
showmanship gaiting pattern
where you gait the dog to the right
around the two edges of the ring
and back toward the judge who
stands on the diagonal.

Utility class - Obedience class in
hich dog performs all exercises

 off lead. Exercises include scent

ies, Harlequin Danes
tians. Sometimes called

- A young offspring of
a dog, wolf or similar animal.

Whelping - To give birth to
a whelp or whelps.
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72a Speak! (Share what you did)
@ * What did you enjoy most about this activity? Why?

¢ What laws did you learn about that were new to
you?

Chew on This (Process what’s important)

* Why are dog laws important?

* Why do you need to develop the ability to locate
good sources of information?

Catch the Scent (Generalize to your life)

* How else do you demonstrate that you are a
responsible citizen?

* What laws affect your actions?

Point the Way (Apply what you learned)
- » How can you teach others about dog control laws?

* What changes in how you manage your dog do you
have to make in order to comply with local laws?

K 3 P
%5 Howl abour this?

~ ® laws keeping dogs out
- of playgrounds were
* developed to help
protect children from
certain parasites spread
through dogs’ feces.

® Inmany areas, the
most common predator
of livestock is dogs.

Activity written by Steve Sutton, Darlene Locke, Andrea Dressel,
Debbie Hackman, Amy Harder and Susan Kerr.

JRSSN

oﬂigomis‘.
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Ignorance is
NO Excuse!

Dog-related laws are created to protect people, property
and dogs themselves. These laws fall into a few basic
categories.

Health. Local, state, federal and international laws require
dogs be up-to-date on rabies vaccinations. A health
certificate from a veterinarian is needed for travel to most
countries and sometimes between states. After international
travel, a quarantine period is sometimes required before

a dog can re-enter the U.S. Some diseases of dogs are
contagious to humans and must be reported to health
authorities. Local ordinances ban dogs from certain areas,
food-serving establishments, hospitals, etc.

Licensing. Most towns and cities require that all dogs over
six months old be registered. Discounts are given for
spayed and neutered pets.

Leash laws. Some areas have laws that require dog owners
to control their dogs’ activities. Dogs found running at
large may be picked up and impounded by animal control
officers; owners must pay a fee to have the dog returned.

If the dog isn't licensed, a fine will be imposed. Dogs found
attacking or harassing livestock may be legally killed on the
spot by the livestock owner:

Kennels/breeders. Some areas require breeders or kennel
owners to pay a business licensing fee.

Quality of life. Irresponsible owners let their dogs bark
constantly or defecate anywhere. Laws in some areas address
these issues. Negligent owners may receive warnings or a
fine. e

Bites. If a dog bites a human, legal charges could be brought
against the dog’s owner. If it happens again, the owner may
face severe penalties and the dog could be euthanized.
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nvestigate the dog-related careers in the chart below
and record the main duties of each position. Shadow or

yampip!

interview people in at least three different careers to learn
more about what they do. Record your interview notes below, or attach
a sheet of paper to this page if you need more room.

Dog Project Skill: Exploring careers with

dogs

Life Skill: Acquiring and evaluating
information '

\  National Educational Standard:

NL-ENG.K-12.4:

Communication skills

Success Indicator:
Describes dog-related
careers and how to
prepare for them.

Dog-Related Careers

job or career Main duties and responsibilities

It qou really enjoy working with doge,
eongider a career with them!

Dog groomer

Veterinary technician

Assistance dog trainer

Dog boarder

Animal control officer

Veterinarian

Animal photographer/videographer

Artist

Researcher

Nutritionist

Animal shelter manager or worker

Dog breeder

Pet store owner, manager or worker

Dog trainer

Veterinary assistant

Show dog handler

Kennel owner/manager

Animal welfare investigator

Animal issue lawyer

Animal paramedic

Nutritionist

Educator

Animal handler

Dog sitter

Dog walker

Dog show judge

Pet therapy counselor

Canine law enforcement officer

Other:

Notes From My Interviews

Career #1

Career #2

Career #3




perception of blues, greens and reds. Blues
and greens appear white, while reds appear
yellow. Overall, dogs can still distinguish
many colors, but perceive them differently
and in a more limited way than humans do.

PHYSICAL ALTERATION

Clipped ears have become part of the
standard for some breeds, including Dober-
man Pinschers. Although some functional
purpose for this alteration (such as protect-
ing the ears in low brush) may have existed
in the past, ear clipping is generally done
today for cosmetic reasons or to suit a breed
standard. For dogs not involved in show
competitions, it is perfectly acceptable for
the ears to remain in their natural state.

In the past, tail docking protected a
dog’s tail from injury, especially when a dog
worked in the fields. While tail docking is
less common today, it is sometimes done on
large, powerful dogs whose thick, strong tails
can inadvertently injure people’s legs and
damage family furniture. In such cases, the
tails are clipped within the first week after
birth.

Health Facts

The normal temperature of a dog is 101
to 102.5 degrees Fahrenheit. Because dogs
come in a wide range of sizes, their heart-
beats vary. A normal heart beats from 50 to
130 times a minute in a resting dog. Puppies
& small dogs have faster pulse rates and
large dogs have a slower pulse.

Healthy gums are firm, and pink, black
or spotted, just like a dog’s skin. Puppies
have 23 baby teeth and no molars. Adult
dogs have 42 permanent teeth, depending
on the breed. A dog’s nose is usually cool
and moist. It can be black, pink, or self-col-
ored (the same color as the coat), depending
on the breed.

Gestation of a dog is 63 days in which
a dog is pregnant with puppies

Definitions

Apron ............ Longer hair below the neck on the chest

Balance ......... When all the parts of the dog moving or standing still produce a harmonious image
Bay ...... ... prolonged bark or voice of the hunting hound

Beard ... ... thick long hair on the underjaw

Belton.............. a color pattern in English Setters made of ticking or roaning

Biteh .oovcvceienns female dog

Bite .covveeecnann the position of the upper & lower teeth when the mouth is closed. Positions include

scissors, level, undershot or overshot

two of the same breed presented together as a pair

... bushy tail, heavy with hair

the family (Canidea) of carnivores, including dogs, wolves, coyotes, foxes &

jackals

Condition ........ health as shown by the coat, skin, general appearance & behavior

Conformation . the form & structure, make & shape, arrangement of the parts in conformance with
a dog breed standard

Cropping ........ the cutting of ear leather to cause the ear to stand erect

Dam.....ccooueuene. Female parent

extra claw on the inside of a leg, a vestigial fifth toe removed on most breeds

... to shorten a tail by cutting R

male dog

competitive exhibition for dogs

Double coat ... outer coat resistant to weather with an undercoat of softer hair for warmth &
waterproofing

Expression .... the general appearance of all the features of the head

Fall oo hair overhanging the face

Feathering ..... fringe of hair on ears, legs, tail or body

Flag ... ... long tail carried high

Gait covirereenenes pattern of footsteps at various speeds, with a particular rhythm & footfall
Genealogy ..... recorded family descent of an animal

Groom ............ to brush, comb, trim or otherwise make a dog’s coat & appearance neat

... hairs on neck & back that rise in fright or anger

A trait of the dog that identifies his breed, for example, the spectacles of the
Keeshond, the hackney-like action of the Miniature Pinscher

Haw ..cccoennenn a third eyelid or membrane on the inside corner of the eye

Muzzle ... the head in front of the eyes - foreface, nose & jaws
Neuter ... surgical removal of a dog’s testicles to prevent reproduction
Pads......... ... shock absorbing cushions on the underside of the feet

Pedigree ........ written record of a dog’s parentage

Point ......cccee. the immovable stance of a hunting dog to indicate the presence & position of game

Purebred ........ a dog whose sire & dam belong to the same breed, and are of unmixed descent
since recognition of the breed

RUFf i thick, longer hair growing around the neck

Sire oeeeeees Male parent

5] o1 1Y2N surgical removal of a bitch's ovaries & uterus to prevent reproduction

Standard ........ description of the ideal dog of each recognized breed, to serve as a word pattern

by which dogs are judged
Temperament . a dog's personality; the most important trait of all canines
Topline............. the outline of the back from just behind the withers to the tail
Webbed toes . toes connected by a skin membrane

Name that Part

Match the word to the definitions. Answers below!

A Breed Standard ___ 1 Pendulous upper lips
B Brisket o 2 Amputate the tail
C  Pastern ___ 3 Description of breeds against
D Occiput which dogs are judged at shows
E  Croup ___ 4 Slender section of lower leg,
F Dewclaw between wrist & toes
S Dock ___ 5 The part of the body below the
| Eg&:&ermg chest & between the forelegs
1 Flews 6 The 5th digit (thumb) on the inside
of the leg
7 Part of the back above the hips,

extending to the root of the tail
8 Sides of the body between the

last rib & the hip

skull

9 Long fringe of hair on the ears,
legs, tail or body
___ 10 The highest, upperback point of

Brisket

Pastern
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tips

What’s Normal

Normal Heart and Pulse
Rates ’
Heart rates outside these
ranges could signal an
emergency:

O Puppy (less than 1 year
old): 120-160 beats per
minute

O Small, miniature or toy
breed (30 pounds or
less): 100-140 beats per
minute

1 Medium to large breed
(greater than 30 pounds):
60-100 beats per

minute

Normal Breathing Rates

0O 10-30 breaths per
minute

0 Up to 200 pants per
minute (breathing with its
mouth open and tongue
out)

Normal Temperatures for
Dogs
[0 A temperature of
100°-102.5° F is normal.
O A temperature fower than
100° F or greater than
104° F is an emergency;
call your veterinarian
at once.

Know What’s Normal

Just Below the Ankie (Hock).
1. Have your dog sit or lie down.
2. Locate the area just below
the ankle on the top side of
either hind paw.
3. Lightly place your middle and
index fingers at this point.

Breathing Rate

1. Have your pet either stand or
lie down.

2. Watch your pet and count the
number of times that the chest
rises and falls in 1 minute.

In an emergency, if you are not
sure if your pet is breathing, try one
of these techniques:

+ Hold a cotton ball or tissue just
in front of the nostrils and see if
it moves

* Hold a mirror up to your pet's
nose and look for condensation

2
e
e
=
=
4
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Respiratory Pattern
inhales normally, the
expand. If the abdon
instead of the chest,
indicate a problem. E
be an easy process
involved. If your pet |
shallow or gasping ¢
breathing, or is not t
an emergency; see (

How to Take Your |

Temperature

1. See Restraint Te
page 31.

2. Use a pediatric di
ter, found in any ¢

3. Lubricate the the
a water-based lul

leum jelly.

4. Insert the tip of t
ter into the rectu
the tail).

5. Leave the therm
until it beeps.

6. Remove and reac
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Spaying and Neutering

housebreaking easier. If you plan to
crate train your puppy, make sure the
crate is not so large that the puppy
can relieve herself at one end and
sleep at the other. If you buy a crate
sized for an adult dog, block off part
of it until your puppy grows into it.

Use the crate judiciously. Make sure
it is large enough for your dog to lie
down, stand up and turn around in
comfortably. Also, make sure your
dog gets ample family play time and
affection when outside of her crate
and do not force her to spend an
excessive amount of time isolated
away from your family. If your dog
sleeps in her crate, put the crate in
your bedroom when you turn in for
the night. A dog that feels safe and
comfortable in a crate will be easier
to transport in a car or on an air-
craft or to evacuate in a disaster.

Spaying and Neutering
Pet overpopulation is like a dis-
ease—it kills millions of dogs each
year, But there is a cure: spaying
(for females) or neutering (for
males). This cure also has health
and behavioral benefits for your pet.
The American Veterinary Medical
Association and others agree it is
safe to spay or neuter most puppies
as early as 8 weeks of age.

When performed early, spaying can
prevent breast cancer (mammary
tumors). Spaying at any age elimi-
nates the risk of uterine infections,
uterine or ovarian cancer and some
skin disorders. Neutering can pre-

Protect Your Dog's Health

vent testicular disease and greatly
lessen the risk of prostate disease.

Pets who are spayed or neutered
are generally better, more affec-
tionate companions, and neither
you nor your pet needs to suffer
through the physical and behavioral
problems associated with heat
cycles. Spayed or neutered pets
are less likely to roam, spray or
mark territory or be aggressive. In
many studies of serious dog bites,
evidence shows that bites are more
often inflicted by unneutered dogs.

NOTE:

* Itis not better for your
female pet’s health to delay
spaying until after her first
heat or to let her have a lit-
ter before spaying.

* Neutering will not affect a
dog’s instinct to protect his
human family.

* Spayed or neutered pets do
not automatically become
fat and lazy.

ID—Your Lost Pet’s

Ticket Home

Even though your pet should live
indoors and remain under your
supervision when outside, pets
should wear collars and up-to-date
identification at all times.

If your pet becomes lost, a tag with
your name, address and phone
number can help reunite you and
your pet. But regardless of the type
of 1D on your pet, search for your
lost pet immediately. Contact local

yleoH s.6oq inox 10910i1d
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*+ Take a generous supply of drink-

Traveling With Your Pet

ing water for your dog, and
teach him to drink out of a
sports bottle to prevent spills.
Provide a shady retreat where
your dog can escape the sun.
Make sure your dog has a
well-fitted, brightly colored
canine personal flotation
device (available in marine~
supply stores), and take him
out for a trial swim with it
ahead of time to make sure it
provides enough buoyancy.
Most have handles that will
help you lift your dog out of
the water. Make sure the
attachment straps are
comfortable and will not cut
into his skin.

If you have a large boat, teach
your dog to relieve himself in a
specific spot that is easy for you

Be Red Cross Ready—Dog First Aid

to clean. Otherwise, take him

back to land for regular pit stops;

and be sure to clean up his
waste when you do.

+ Try a short trip first, and if your
dog is prone to seasickness or
acts distressed while aboard
your boat, make other arrange-
ments for your pet while you
enjoy boating.

NOTE: Not all dogs can swim.
Moreover, very lean and well-
muscled dogs are not buoyant
and will tire quickly while
swimming.

What to Pack for Your Pet

Here are some essentials to take
when you travel with your pet or if
you must evacuate with your pet in
a disaster: ’

* Medications and medical
records

* Food and bowls

+ First aid kit

* Bedding

» Leash, collar and tags

+ Grooming supplies 7

+ Current pet photo that includes
you (in case your pet gets lost)

+ A favorite toy or two

« A sturdy, well~ventilated carrier

For more information on what to
pack in case of a disaster, see Be
Prepared for Disaster, page 19.

If you choose to leave your pet
behind while you go on vacation,

be sure whoev
pet has your v
ber, complete
instructions ar
your veterinari



Veterinary Emergency Numbers

Veterinary Emergency

Numbers

You should know the veterinarian’s

emergency numbers and where the
. closest 24-hour emergency animal

hospital is so you won't get lost try-

ing to get there when time is critical.

Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) is used to treat an animal
that is not breathing and has no
heartbeat or pulse. It consists of
rescue breathing (also called
mouth-to-nose or mouth-to-mouth
‘resuscitation) and chest compres-
sions. CPR is based on three basic
principles, called the ABCs of
CPR. Follow the A-B-C order
(Airway, Breathing and Circulation)
when attempting CPR. See the
Dog CPR Chart, page 40, for
information on breathing and com-
pression rates.

NOTE: Do not assume there is
no heartbeat or puise simply
because an animal is not
breathing. Do not start chest
compressions before checking
for a heartbeat. (If the animal
is conscious and responds to
you, then the heart is beating.)

Airway

The airway is the breathing pas-
sage. To open the airway and check
the throat and mouth for foreign
objects, take the following steps:

1. Lay the animal down, on
either side.

2. Gently tilt the head slightly back
to extend the neck and head.

3. Pull the tongue between the
front teeth.

4. If the dog is unconscious, use

your finger to check for and

remove any foreign material or

vomit from the mouth.

IMPORTANT: Do not place
your fingers inside the mouth
of a conscious animal-you
may be bitten!

Breathing
After opening the airway, check to
see if the dog is breathing. If not—

1. For small dogs (less than 30
pounds) and puppies, cover and
seal the dog's entire snout with
your mouth and exhale until you
see the chest rise. (Step 1A)
For medium, large and giant
dogs (30 pounds or more), gen-
tly hold the muzzle closed. Place
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your mouth over the
and gently exhale ur
the chest rise. (Step
2. Give 4 or 5 breaths
then check to see if
breathing without a¢
he begins to breath:
breathing is shallow
lar or if breathing dc
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veterinary hospital o
20 minutes. Beyond
utes there is little cf
reviving your pet. (St
Breathing Rate on
CPR Chart, page 40

NOTE: Do not attem
a conscious animai!

Circulation
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perform chest compressic
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Dental Disease, Tooth Damage and Mouth Sores

with age and malnourishment. It is
also more difficult to assess dehy-
dration in obese animals. In these
circumstances, feel the gums; if
they feel dry and sticky, your dog is
probably dehydrated.

NOTE: If she is drooling, gums
may feel moist even though
she’s actually dehydrated.

The Most Common Causes.
Excessive heat exposure and
illness—not eating or drinking, vom-
iting, diarrhea, fever

What You Can Do. A dehydrated
dog must be taken to a veterinary
hospital for freatment to determine
why and how severely she is dehy-
drated. If she is vomiting or not
eating/drinking, she will most
likely need fluids either under the
skin (subcutaneously) or intra-
venously. If you aren't sure
whether your pet is dehydrated,
the safest option is to take your
pet to the veterinarian for an
examination. You might also try to
give your dog an electrolyte-
replacement drink like Pedialyte®,
but only if she's not vomiting.

Dental Disease, Tooth
Damage and Mouth Sores
Dogs rarely complain when they
have tooth damage or dental dis-
ease, but we dog owners sure
know how to complain when their
breath smells anything but rosy.
Although not life threatening, pay-
ing attention to the signs of dental
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disease and treating your dog's

mouth problems now could prevent ,’

him from having bigger issues
down the line, because infections
starting in the mouth could travel
through the bloodstream and cause
damage to organs.

Signs and Symptoms.

+ Bad breath

» Cracked or broken tooth

+ Drooling or difficulty chewing

* Plague buildup that looks brown
or yellow in color

* Recessed, reddened gums or
sores in the mouth

+  Wanting to eat but then refusing o

The Most Common Causes.
Accidents, injury, lack of regular
dental care

What You Can Do. Brush your
dog's teeth regularly. Your vet can
show you how and give you tooth-
paste to use. Many dogs get very
used to this and even enjoy it. Have
your dog's teeth checked during his
regular checkups to determine if
they need to be cleaned with an
ultrasonic cleaner (similar to the
one your dentist uses).

Diarrhea

Considering what dogs can ingest
on a daily basis, it's a small miracle
that diarrhea—an increase in the
amount, fluidity or frequency of
bowel movements—isn't more com-
mon than it tends to be. However, if
it lasts for more than 24 hours, call
your veterinarian,
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Parasitic Disease

NOTE: Your dog can have an
allergic reaction to mites. (See
Aliergies and Allergic
Reactions, page 42, and Ear
Problems, page 69.)

Tapeworms

Tapeworms are commonly

spread when an animal bites an
itch or eats fleas that harbor tape-
worm larvae.

Signs and Symptoms,

* Round or flat small white
worms that look like moving
pieces of rice, which are seg-
ments of the tapeworm body,
will be seen around the anus
or in the stool.

» For other signs, see Intestinal
Worms, page 92.

What You Can Do. Practice flea
control, and have your dog
dewormed with medication
administered by a veterinarian.
Clean your animal’s bedding thor-
oughly after starting treatment for
tapeworms.

Ticks and Tick-Borne Diseases
Ticks are blood-sucking parasites
responsible for the transmission
of several diseases to dogs, cats
and humans. They commonly
jump on animals as the animals
walk through tall grass or brush
against leaves, bushes and trees.
To get the most accurate informa-
tion for your area, ask your veteri-
narian about diseases transmitted
by ticks.

First Aid Reference Guide

Signs and Symptoms of Tick

Infestation.

+ Atick may appear as a tiny
dark-colored insect or a fat, skin-
colored bump; it is engorged with
the dog's blood and has its head
burrowed into the dog's skin.

+ Ticks may be present anywhere
on the body, but they are com-
monly found on the ears (or
just inside them) and on the
feet or legs.

+ The area around the tick may be
red and swollen.

The Most Common Causes of
Tick-Borne Diseases. Tick-borne
diseases (ie., ehrlichia, Rocky
Mountain spotted fever, babesiosis,
Lyme disease) can cause a variety
of illnesses, some of which can be
life threatening. These diseases can
lead to paralysis, anemia, low
platelet count, joint pain and
swelling, and fever.

What You Can Do.

+ Ifyou live in an area that has ticks,
or after visiting such an area,
check your pet thoroughly. Run
your fingers through your pet's
entire hair coat; check the paws by
lifting each up and inspecting the
pads; look between the toes and
inside the floppy part of the ear.

+ If you find a tick—

1. Put on powder-free, nonlatex
gloves.

2. Place a small amount of
tick spray (available in pet
stores or at your veterinary
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Venomous Bites and Stings

The Most Common Cause.
Bacterial infection, which causes a
buildup of pus in the uterus

What You Can Do. Take your dog
1o a veterinary hospital immediately.
This condition is an emergency and
must be dealt with at once, or the
uterus may rupture.

Prevention. Spay female dogs to
reduce the risk of infection.

Venomous Bites and
Stings—Snakes,
Scorpions,

Toads and Jellyfish

Snakebites
Poisonous snakes in the United
. States include~

+ Pit vipers~These include rat-
tlesnakes, copperheads and
cottonmouths. Pit vipers have a
depression between their nose
and eyes. Their fangs can
retract and their heads are tri-
angular in shape.

* Rattiesnakes can be up to
8 feet in length; tails contain
a rattle.

Copperheads are about 4
feet long and have no rattles.
The top of the head is a rich,
coppery orange color.
Cottonmouths, also known
as water moccasins, can grow
o 4 feet in length. The body
is dark, and the inside of the
mouth is snowy white.

+ Coral snakes-These snakes
have fangs that are in the rear
of the mouth and are not
retractable. They can be up to 3
feet long. They are red, yellow
and black in alternating bands.

Signs and Symptoms.

+ Bleeding puncture wound

+ Blood does not clot

* Breathing stops

» Bruising or sloughing of the skin
over the bitten area
Fang marks may or may not be
visible, due to dog hair
Neurological signs such as
twitching and drooling
Pain
Reddening
Signs of shock
Swelling of the bitten area; can
be severe and progress for more
than a day

What You Can Do.

1. if you suspect a poisonous
snakebite, attempt to identify
the snake, but don't get too
close. If you have to kill the
snake to protect yourself or
your pet, take it with you for
identification. Be aware that
the fangs on a decapitated
snake’s head may be ven-
omous for up to 1% hours.

. Check the dog's ABCs; perform
CPR as needed. (See CPR,
page 36.)

3. Check for signs of shock. (See
Shock, page 102)

4. Attempt to keep the animal calm
and still.

First Aid Reference Guide
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