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Do's and Don'ts of Succulent Garden Design

Source: Debra Lee Baldwin, author of Designing with Succulents
and Succudent Container Gardens, Wtp.iwww debralechaldwin.com

Aim to express your individual style by croating a ganden that meets your practical criteria (Tow-
water, low-maintenance) and that pleases you whenever you scc it. A garden s never finisted and

plants are ever-changing. It's advisable to continually evaluzte, edit and Enprove your garden,

Characteristics of & well-designed succulent garden ~

~ The overall Jook is natumal, lush and sophisticated. Tt can be skeck but Is pot basren,

== Plants are clustered rather than plunked bere and there.

~ The terrain has hills acd valleys, and perhaps a dry streambed.
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- The garden i3 user-friendly. Pathways aad ather design olements (sch as benches) make it
inviting and accesable,
— Curbside plaatings allow visitors to cater and leave parked cars casily.
— Bare dirt is covered with natural-looking gravel, stones or boulders; or ground covers such as
iceplant, Secaum rubroginctien or blue senecio.
~ Hoses and other wtilitarian tems are hidden,
— Small, medium snd 28 plasts are combined in picasing vignettes.
~ Lacy trees provide dappled shade,
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- [ntriguing color combinations and textures delight the semses.
— It is truly & garden. it weicomes and captivates visitors, and suggests, through clements of
whirnsy, the owner’s personality.

Characteristics of a poorly designed succulent garden ~ (But see exceptions below.)
~ It Jooks stark and sustere. Lonely-looking plants are spaced widely.
~ The ground b pancake fiat,
— Plants are arrmged like soldiers, in tines, or dotted equidistant from each other.
~ Giravel is an unnatural color, such as white, black or sabmon pink. Worse, these are several odd
codors of gravel.
— Jurring elements, such as cuge decorstions better suited 10 a cottage garden, conflict with the
garden's sophisticated lines.
- Non-succulent plaats, such as roses or bougainvillen, call too much attention to themselves,
therchy detracting from the clegance of the composition.

- Utilitation iters such a5 trash cuns or boses are in plain view,

Exceptions:

The key is to first understand what works, 50 when you beeak the miles, you do it intestionsilly.
For example, if is possible to incorparate dramatic companion plants that work well with
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Succulents have a crisp gecmetry that lends itself to linear desigus, and such plantings can
bezutifully enhance bomes—especizlly those with contemporary architecture.,

{z) Detra Lew Baldwin More injo: www.debraleebeldwin com
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