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2023 WESTERN ALFALFA & FORAGE SYSPOSIUM  

 

Michael D. Rethwisch, Field Crops Farm Advisor, UCCE Riverside County, Palo Verde Valley Office 

 

The Western Alfalfa & Forage Symposium will be held December 12-14, 2023, at the Nugget Casino Resort in 

Sparks, NV.   The entire first day (Dec. 12) are devoted to alfalfa fertilization and health, with multiple talk in 

each of the following sessions:  Fertilizer Outlook and Trends;  Sampling, Diagnoses and Decisions (including 

some for small grains and cool season grasses);  Economics;  and Soil Amendments.   

Day 2 also is scheduled from 8-5 with sessions on: Economics;  Irrigation and Water Storage;  Pest 

Management;  and Forage Quality. 

Day 3 (Dec. 14) only has morning presentations, with the first session including multiple talks on Soil Health 

and Fertility, Forage Systems, and Environment, with the second session focused on agronomic practices.   

There is also a poster session the first 2 nights highlighting some forage research projects across the western 

US. 

 Room cost at the the Nugget Casino Resort is $59/night, but must be made through the symposium website:  

https://calhaysymposium.com/.    Registration costs varies, dependent upon the sessions attended, with a cost of 

$445 for the entire symposium.  For further information regarding registration and talks (including CEUs for 

CCAs and CDPR and other credential holders) please visit the website (https://calhaysymposium.com/).   

Registrations are encouraged to be received no later than November 29.   
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IMPERIAL VALLEY CIMIS REPORT AND UC WATER MANAGEMENT RESOURCES  

 

Ali Montazar, Irrigation and Water Management Advisor, UCCE Imperial,  Riverside, 

 and San Diego Counties 

 

The reference evapotranspiration (ETo) is derived from a well-watered grass 

field and may be obtained from the nearest CIMIS (California Irrigation 

Management Information System) station. CIMIS is a program unit in the 

Water Use and Efficiency Branch, California Department of Water 

Resources that manages a network of over 145 automated weather stations 

in California. The network was designed to assist irrigators in managing 

their water resources more efficiently. CIMIS ET data are a good guideline 

for planning irrigations as bottom line, while crop ET may be estimated by 

multiplying ETo by a crop coefficient (Kc) which is specific for each crop. 

There are three CIMIS stations in Imperial County include Calipatria 

(CIMIS #41), Seeley (CIMIS #68), and Meloland (CIMIS #87). Data from 

the CIMIS network are available at: 

http://www.cim  is.water.ca.gov. Estimates of the average daily ETo for the 

period of October 1 to December 31 for the Imperial Valley stations are 

presented in Table 1. These values were calculated using the long-term data 

of each station.  

 

Table 1. Estimates of average daily potential evapotranspiration (ETo) in inches per day 

Station 
November December January 

1-15 16-30 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-31 

Calipatria 0.13   0.11  0.09   0.09 0.09 0.10 

El Centro (Seeley) 0.14   0.12  0.10   0.09 0.10 0.11 

Holtville (Meloland) 0.13   0.11  0.09   0.08 0.09 0.10 

 

For more information about ET and crop coefficients, feel free to contact the UC Imperial County Cooperative 

Extension office (442-265-7700). You can also find the latest research-based advice and California water & 

drought management information/resources through link below: 

http://ciwr.ucanr.edu/. 
 

http://www.cimis.water.ca.gov/
http://ciwr.ucanr.edu/
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The University of California prohibits discrimination or harassment of any person in any of its programs or activities. 

(Complete nondiscrimination policy statement can be found at http://ucanr.org/sites/anrstaff/files/107734.doc) 

Inquiries regarding the University’s equal employment opportunity policies may be directed to John Sims, Affirmative Action Contact, 

University of California, Davis, Agriculture and Natural Resources, One Shields Avenue, Davis, CA 95616, (530) 752-1397. 
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