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Pattie Dawson works in the Children’s Garden at Los Guilicos on Monday in Santa Rosa.

From out of the ashes

A CHILDREN’S GARDEN REGROWS

By MEG MCCONAHEY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

hen a crew of Sonoma County Master
WGardeners first surveyed what was

once a garden for foster kids from the
nearby Valley of the Moon Children’s Center,
it was little more than “a burned wasteland,”
they said.

The Glass Fire of 2020 had ripped through
the county complex at Los Guilicos, charring
large swaths of the 241-acre property beneath
Hood Mountain Regional Park. Among the
casualties was the garden where children and
teenagers, dealing with trauma in their young
lives, were able to get outside and engage with
nature.

“All we could see was the possibility of it,”
said Master Gardener Pat Decker, who has co-
led an effort to heal the garden that had been a
healing space for so many kids.

So when Sonoma County Supervisor Susan
Gorin approached the group about reviving
the garden, they were on board. The garden-
ers got to work applying their own vision to
make the 360-square-foot space an outdoor
classroom with everything from raised beds
of vegetables and herbs to compost boxes and
worm bins and even “a bug hotel” to accom-
modate beneficial insects.
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A gulf fritillary butterfly takes nectar from

marigolds in the Children’s Garden at Los Guilicos.

After fire charred the
plots at Los Guilicos,
Master Gardeners
created a living
classroom in the
healed space
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Now Mother Nature’s mysteries and magic
are at work for kids to see and experience.
Kids and adults alike are invited to come by
Oct. 14 to celebrate the space with a Children’s
Garden Jamboree.

The event will be the debut for the garden
that showcases many of the horticultural
practices the master gardeners teach in the
community, as volunteers under the aegis
of the University of California Cooperative
Extension.

In addition to exploring the garden, decked
out for fall with hanging gourds and pump-
kins on the vine, kids can make several craft
projects to take home, like corn-husk dolls,
sun catchers, gratitude banners and paper
butterflies and ladybugs. They can also learn
how to create a small garden of plants and
succulents in recycled containers and catch a
puppet show.

Adults, too, are invited to check out the gar-
den. They can take a guided walk to explore
wildflowers and trees at 11 a.m. and a talk on
irrigation systems at 1 p.m.

Transformation from ruin

About 20 master gardeners pitched in to
transform the ruin into a vibrant garden hum-
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FRESH CUTTINGS

SANTA ROSA
Native plant blowout sale

The Milo Baker chapter of the California Native Plant
Society holds its annual plant sale Saturday, Oct. 14,
with lots of options for making your landscape more
resilient.

The group will have more than 2,000 plants for sale,
400 more than last year, to meet the demand of garden-
ers who want to use less water. Some of the plants for

ADVICE TO GROW BY » SONOMA COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS

How to help your garden
through the vagaries of fall

uestion: It’s October and I’m still

harvesting my summer vegetables,

yet it’s obvious that garden plants are
losing vigor. The days are noticeably

TURN TO CUTTINGS » PAGE D2

shorter. What are the garden tasks I need to
consider now?

Answer: Soon you’ll need to harvest the last of
the summer vegetables and tender herbs, before
the first frost. If you want to extend the season for
warm-weather crops such as tomatoes, peppers
and eggplants by a week or so, you could install
row covers and cold frames for frost protection.

Asveggies fade, cut plants off just below soil lev-
el to preserve the soil microbiology on the roots.
If you're immediately replanting the bed and
encounter the existing subsurface root, leave it
in place and position each new plant start to the

TURN TO ADVICE » PAGE D2

Row covers or cold frames provide frost protection
and can extend the growing season for warm-
weather plants.
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ming with life and brim-
ming with fall bounty.

One of the first tasks
was to assess the trees still
standing on the site, which
is just across the road from
Los Guilicos Village, a com-
munity of tiny homes for
people without shelter.

Image Tree Service of
Healdsburg did the work
pro bono, ultimately
removing 12 dead, dying or
dangerous trees, including
a giant pine, and cutting
them into wood chips that
now stand in large piles to
incorporate in and around
the garden.

Very little survived the
fire, which did some $8
million in damage to land
and structures at Los Guil-
icos. But volunteers found
one stubborn survivor, a
rosemary bush, which now
has an honored spot in one
of several raised beds made
of stone blocks. The blocks
were cleaned and the
garden beds replenished
with new soil; now they
are curated in a fun and
explanatory way for Kkids.

Parents can pick up ideas
to interest their kids in
growing plants and work-
ing outside at home, too.
The garden is divided into
five “rooms,” each with
something to teach, with

beds and troughs devoted to

different concepts.

There is the Three
Sisters area, with the
complementary crops of
corn, beans and squash.
The Pizza and Salsa, Herbs
and Edibles area is filled
with ingredients — such as
tomatoes, basil and peppers
— for some of kids’ favorite
foods. The Five Senses
section has plants that can
be touched (lamb’s ear),
smelled (mint) and tasted.

There are also Troughs
for All Seasons, now filled
with ripe pumpkins. The
pumpkins are growing on
flat stones to prevent rot,
one of many ideas gar-
deners can pick up while
exploring the garden.

Volunteers started
planning the garden last
November. After securing
an agreement with the
county, they set to work at
the beginning of March,
first installing an irrigation
system thanks to $20,000 in
support from Wyatt Irriga-
tion Supply in Ukiah and
Hunter Industries in San
Marcos.

Then they trucked in
40 cubic yards of soil and
planted 650 plants, includ-
ing vegetable starts grown
from seeds in their own
windowsills and native
plants dug up from their
own backyards.

There are not only food
crops in the new garden,
but California natives
along the edges, the start
of a hedgerow that will
provide habitat and food
for wildlife. The gardeners
are calling this section the
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A caterpillar makes its way through parsley at the Children’s

Garden at Los Guilicos in Santa

4 Bs — a wall of plants
attractive to bees, birds,
butterflies and bugs. It is
rich and diverse with plants
carefully chosen so there is
nectar and food throughout
the year.

“We have manzanita for
winter, and for spring, lots
of salvias. Ceanothus for
spring and fall, coffeeberry
for fall berries and blooms
in spring. There is a lot
for caterpillars as well.

We have milkweed” for
monarch butterflies, said
Pattie Dawson, part of the
volunteer team.

“Crews were here every
Monday and Wednes-
day clearing out weeds,
mulching, preparing the
beds and the pathways,”
said Clio Tarazi, a retired
urban planner and former
president of the Master
Gardeners board. The vol-
unteers hope to eventually
make the pathways even
more accessible to people in
wheelchairs, she added.

A ramada or arbor
covered with sailcloth,
designed and built by the
Sunshine Rotary of Santa
Rosa, offers a big shaded

J‘ l‘ _..
Rosa on Monday.

CHILDREN’S
GARDEN JAMBOREE

What: A celebration of the
restoration of the children’s
garden at Los Guilicos,

with craft activities and
demonstrations for kids, a
tree and wildflower walk at
11 am. for adults and a talk
on irrigation systems at 1
p.m. for adults

When: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 14

Where: 1 Los Guilicos Road,
Santa Rosa (off Pythian
Road)

Cost: Free; register at
sonomamg.ucanr.edu

classroom and gathering
spot.

“It’s like fairy dust got
sprinkled on it,” Decker
said of the garden. “The
number of people who
came out and the volun-
teers and the donations
have been extraordinary.”

Healthy food for kids

The garden is already
producing 5 to 20 pounds a
week of food that is incor-
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Mrk Soulard, Ie Christopher Downing and Anne McInerney spread bark at the Children’s

Garden at Los Guilicos in Santa Rosa on Monday.

porated into meals for the
24 kids living at the Valley
of the Moon Children’s
Home.

The garden is a wel-
coming spot for the young
residents.

“It’s a new experience
for some that is always ex-
citing and interesting. The
younger Kids really enjoy
that, and it’s just nice to be
outdoors,” said Julie Hill-
born, a program planning
evaluation analyst for the
Valley of the Moon Chil-
dren’s Center, of which the
Children’s Home is part.

“We have several play
yards and a grassy area,
but this is a place where
kids can see specific things
grown and help tend them.
Experiential learning has
a lot of benefits for anyone,
really,” she said. “It’'s all a
positive experience.”

Hillborn said that after
the Glass Fire, the gar-
den was missed but the
center just didn’t have the
resources or volunteers

needed to bring it back to
life, particularly during the
pandemic.

“It is wonderful walk-
ing past it and seeing all
the flowers. It’s a happy
thing, and it really brings
together everyone in the
community. It was a sad
and devastated place and
the Master Gardeners
were able to make it a place
where we could return
again.”

The Master Garden-
ers hope to create more
programs for children, both
inside and outside the Chil-
dren’s Home, and to use
the garden to showcase the
many techniques they want
to share with the Sonoma
County gardeners. Their
aim is help home gardeners
grow plants more sustain-
ably, use less water, avoid
toxic pest control and pay
attention to the needs of
wildlife.

For instance, the garden
has a section devoted to
ollas, an ancient form of ir-

rigation that uses clay pots
to cut down on water use.
Outside the fenced-in
space is an additional
three-quarters of an acre
that holds possibilities for
more features in the future.
“Our dream is — if we
get the whole area — to do
alarger plan,” Tarazi said.
The group hopes to eventu-
ally expand the site into a
larger demonstration area
to serve the whole county.
By necessity, gardening
must change to adapt to
drought, wildfires, climate
change and habitat preser-
vation and restoration, the
Master Gardeners believe.
“We're integrating all of
these things we teach into
one place so people can
see,” Tarazi said. “It makes
more sense than if you just
hear a lecture or read it on
a web page.”

You can reach Staff Writer
Meg McConahey at 707-
521-5204 or meg.mccona-
hey@pressdemocrat.com.

CENTERS FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING

CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING
SANTA ROSA
Creating a World that Works
for Everyone

Join us in person Sundays 9 and 11am
Sunday Youth Program 11am
Wednesday Evening Service 7pm
Watch Sun Service YouTube.com/cslsr
“Spiritual Living with Edward Viljoen”
Sundays 8:30am on KSRO 103.5 FM
Stepping Stones Books & Gifts
Open Sun, Tues, Wed
Details at www.cslsr.org

CATHOLIC

CATHEDRAL OF ST. EUGENE
2323 Montgomery Dr. Santa Rosa
707-542-6984
MASS TIMES
Daily Mass (Mon-Fri) 6:45am and 8am
Saturday 8am; Vigil Masses 4:30pm and
6:30pm (Spanish)

Sunday 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am, 12pm,
1:30pm (Tridentine/Latin High Mass),
5:30pm
Tuesday Tridentine/Latin Low Mass
5:30pm

Jodo Shinshu Buddhism

Enmaniji Buddhist Temple
Wheelchair Accessible
Services held on selected Sundays. All
are welcome to attend.
Please see the calendar on the Temple’s
website.
1200 Gravenstein Hwy S
Sebastopol, CA 95472
707-823-2252
www.EnmanijiTemple.com

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH,
SANTA ROSA
330 Hope St.

Sunday service and Sunday School
10:00 am, Wed. 12:10 (in Reading Room)
and 7:30pm by Zoom See links on web-

site christiansciencesantarosa.net
Reading Room: M-F, 11-2:00
909 Fourth St., Santa Rosa
707-542-7980

St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church
Inclusive Worship & Fellowship
Sunday 10AM Worship
Wednesday 10AM Healing
9000 Sonoma Highway, Kenwood

JEWISH
CONGREGATION SHOMREI
TORAH (REFORM)
Wheelchair Accessible
Shabbat services, educational & cultural
programs with Rabbi George Gittleman.
2600 Bennett Valley Rd. Santa Rosa,
707-578-5519, www.cstsr.org.

JEWISH

B’NAIl ISRAEL JEWISH CENTER
Saturday Shabbat Svc 9:45am. Rabbi
Shalom Bochner Jamie Bloom, Presi-
dent, Educational & Cultural Events.
740 Western Ave, Petaluma 762-0340
www.bnaiisrael.net

UNITY

Unity of Santa Rosa
Spiritual but not Religious?

Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
4857 Old Redwood Hwy. Larkfield
or on Zoom www.unityofsantarosa.org
Positive Uplifting Spirituality

EASTERN ORTHODOX

STS. PETER & PAUL RUSSIAN

ORTHODOX CHURCH
LITURGY: Sun, 10am; VIGIL Sat.,
6:00pm. Rev. Alexander Krassovsky
850 St. Olga Ct, SR 584-4092
www.stspproca.org

FIRST UNITED METHODIST

We Welcome ALL to Join Us in Person
Fellowship, Uplifting Messages & Music
9am-Traditional, 11am-Contemporary
11am-Vakaviti,Sunday School 10:45am

or online www.fumcsantarosa.org
Pastors Janette Saavedra&Hyun Ho Park
1551 Montgomery Dr. 707-545-3863
Santa Rosa, CA

PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH OF THE ROSES
Reaching out with Nurturing Love to
ALL. Join us in person, by Zoom or

Facebook Live on Sundays 10-11 am.
Listen Sundays at 7:30 am on KSRO
103.5 FM. The first Saturday of the
month is a contemporary service at
5 pm. Home of the Montgomery High
Free Breakfast and Rosebud Preschool
(Lic.#493005596).

Rev. Dr. Cindy Alloway. 2500 Patio Ct.
(across Lucky’s & Montgomery Vig).
(707) 542-4272.
www.churchoftheroses.org.

To advertise
your place of worship,
please go to

www.pressdemocrat.com/placead



