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Garden Notes

GN 139
FAIR OAKS HORTICULTURE CENTER
NATIVE PLANTS IN THE WATER-EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE GARDEN

The Water Efficient Landscape (WEL) demonstration gardens at the Fair Oaks Horticulture Center
show that beautiful gardens can thrive in the Sacramento Valley on low amounts of supplemental
summer water. The WEL is composed of various garden areas designed to offer a variety of
landscaping options. One of those garden areas is the California Native Plant Garden which contains
a large variety of native plants selected for their residential application. Many of the other garden areas
also contain native plants intermixed with non-natives. Most plants are labeled with markers denoting
both common and botanical names. In addition to water-wise plant selection, the demonstration
gardens incorporate various water efficient landscaping techniques. These include the use of compost
(to improve soil structure and fertility), drip irrigation, mulch (to reduce soil moisture loss and weed
growth), swales (to capture water), and permeable concrete walks and patios (to prevent run-off). With
minimal supplemental water and little to no soil amendment, native plants can be kept attractive year
around. Natives attract more beneficial insects than non-natives, and they incorporate well into
established Mediterranean-type gardens. Following are the plants currently planted in the Water
Efficient Landscape Garden with information on the types of wildlife each benefits.

Gardens:
Welcome
Shade
Perennial
Popular Plant
Native Plant
Wildlife Habitat
Streetscape

Nooakown =

The Fair Oaks Horticulture Center is located at 11549 Fair Oaks Blvd, Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Site information and event schedule available at:
UC Master Gardeners are available at 916-876-5338.

Itis the policy of the University of California (UC) and the UC Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources not to engage in discrimination against or harassment of any person in any of its programs or
activities. (Complete nondiscrimination policy statement can be found at hilp ffucanr eduw/sitesfanrstaffifiles/215244.0df ). Inguiries regarding ANR’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to
Affirmativa Action Compliance Officer and Title IX Officer. University of California, Agricullure and Nalural Resources, 2801 Secorid Streel. Davis_ CA 95618, (530) 750-1387
Agriculture e Nutrition, Family and Consumer Sciences e Master Food Preservers « 4-H Youth Davalopment « Horticullure « Master Gardeners
U.S. Department of Agricullure, University of California, and the Counties of Sacramenlo, Solano, and Yolo cooperating.
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