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The Farm to School (FTS) grant opportunity funded by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA), took place over a three-year period
through the Farm Smart educational program at the Desert Research
and Extension Center (DREC). The project focused on expanding the
educational opportunities for local schools, promoting nutrition and
healthy habits, and increasing the understanding of the local agriculture
industry. Through hands-on activities, farm tours, and classroom
education, the grant allowed us to promote the engagement of students,
educators, and community members, fostering an understanding of
where food comes from and how it is produced..
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P Articl paii (S Through the Farm to School Initiative, Farm Smart hosted a summer camp for elementary students to promote
the education about Native American tribes of the region as well as the diversity of California landscapes.
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TThe USDA Farm to School Initiative allowed us to host a Farm

to School Conference as well as two Agriculture Tours over the

grant period. These educational programs provided teachers,

food service staff, and other community organizations to gain
insight on the local agricultural industry.
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The new currlculum de\reloped for the FTS grant
included two in class lessons where Farm Smart

Lea rn M ore H ere educators and interns introduced lessons about native
plants and animals in Southern California.
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