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UCCE Statewide Pistachio Day 2025 
Wednesday, January 22, 2025, 8 am – 4:15 pm 

Visalia Convention Center, 303 E Acequia Ave., Visalia, CA 93291 

7:00 AM Doors open for Registration and morning coffee 

Morning Session Moderator: Tobias Ebong Oker 

8:00 AM Welcome 
Tobias Ebong Oker 

8:05 AM Pistachio Industry Update 
Steve Vasquez, Executive Director, Administrative Committee for Pistachios 

8:30 AM Approaches to Groundwater Recharge in Orchard Systems 
Mae Culumber, University of California Cooperative Extension, Fresno County 

9:00 AM New Technologies for Orchard Water Management 
Isaya Kisekka, University of California, Davis, Department of Land Air and Water  
Resources 

9:30 AM Past, Present and Future of the UC Pistachio Cultivars and Rootstocks Evaluation Program 
Giulia Marino, University of California, Davis, Department of Plant Sciences 

10:00 AM Coffee Break and Visit with Sponsors 

10:30 AM Ground Calibrated Remotely Sensed Pistachio Evapotranspiration in the San Joaquin Valley 
Joel Kimmelshue, Land IQ 

11:00 AM Micronutrient Management for Efficient Pistachio Production 
Doug Amaral, University of California Cooperative Extension, Kings County 

11:30 AM Developing and Deploying Gene Expression Markers for Managing Bud Break in Pistachios  
Li Tian, Department of Plant Sciences, UC Davis 

12:00 PM LUNCHEON 

Afternoon Session Moderator: David Haviland 

1:00 PM Management of Phytophthora Crown and Root Rot 
Florent Trouillas, University of California, Davis and Kearney Agricultural Research and Exten-
sion Center 

1:30 PM Comparison of Two Biocontrol Agents AF36 Prevail® and Aflaguard® GR Used Commer-
cially to Reduce Aflatoxin Contamination 
Themis Michailides, University of California, Davis and Kearney Agricultural Research and Ex-
tension Center 



2:00 PM Optimizing Insect Biological Controls in Pistachios, what levels of pest suppression can be 
expected? 
Kent Daane, University of California, Berkeley and Kearney Agricultural Research and Extension 
Center 

2:30 Navigating Options for Gill’s Mealybug Spray Programs 
David Haviland, University of California Cooperative Extension, Kern County 

3:00 PM Break and visit with sponsors 

3:15 PM Navel Orangeworm: Hull Integrity and Sanitation Through Grazing 
Houston Wilson, UC Riverside and Kearney Agricultural Research and Extension Center 

3:45 PM Carpophilus Beetle Status as a Pest of California Nut Crops 
Jhalendra Rijal, UCIPM, Northern San Joaquin Valley 

4:15 PM ADJOURN 

 

Please find links below to the 2025 UCCE Statewide Pistachio Day informational websites: 

•Main website: https://na.eventscloud.com/website/58918/agenda/ 

•Attendee registration page: https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=816590  

•Exhibitor registration page: https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=816593 

  

https://na.eventscloud.com/website/58918/agenda/
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=816590
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=816593


53rd Tri County Walnut Day 

Tulare County Agricultural Building 
4437 S Laspina St., Tulare, CA 93274 

 
Thursday, February 6, 2025 

 

 

7:30 am Registration and Coffee Sponsored by JCS Marketing--West Coast Nut Magazine 
Session Moderator: Mohammad Yaghmour, UCCE Farm Advisor, Kern County 

8:00  Welcome 
Karmjot Randhawa, UCCE County Director 
Larry Micari, Tulare County Board of Supervisors 

8:05 Update from the California Walnut Board  
Robert Verloop, Executive Director and CEO California Walnut Board and Commission 

8:30 International Walnut Market Trends and Challenges 
Serhat Asci, Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural Business, Fresno State 

9:00 Update on Walnut Mold 
Themis Michailides, Professor, UC Davis 

9:30 A New Pheromone for Monitoring Walnut Husk Fly 
Bob VanSteenwyk, Research Entomologist, UC Berkeley 

9:45  Dormant vs. Delayed Dormant Application of Insect Growth Regulators for 
Management of Walnut Scale 
Elizabeth Fichtner, UCCE Farm Advisor, Tulare and Kings Counties 

10:00  Coffee Break 
Session Moderator: Raymond Mireles, UCCE Farm Advisor, Tulare County 

10:30  Genetic solutions for the CA walnut industry 
Pat J. Brown, Associate Professor, UC Davis 

11:00  Whole orchard recycling of walnut in the San Joaquin Valley, with fertility and disease 
considerations in next generation orchards after replanting 
Brent Holz, UCCE Farm Advisor, San Joaquin County 

11:30  Tools for low chill and earlier budbreak 
Katherine Jarvis-Shean, Orchard Advisor, Sac-Solano-Yolo Counties 

12:00 pm Lunch Sponsored by the California Walnut Board 
 

Please pre-register at: 
https://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=44074 

Continuing Education Credits Have Been Applied For 
  

https://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=44074
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It is the policy of the University of California (UC) and the UC Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources not to engage in discrimination against or harassment of any person in any of its programs or 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender, gender expression, gender identity, pregnancy (which includes pregnancy, childbirth, and medical conditions related to 
pregnancy or childbirth), physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), genetic information (including family medical history), ancestry, marital status, age, 
sexual orientation, citizenship, or service in the uniformed services (as defined by the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994 [USERRA]), as well as state military and 
naval service. This policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable state and federal laws and University policies.  University policy also prohibits retaliation against any employee 
or person in any of its programs or activities for bringing a complaint of discrimination or harassment pursuant to this policy. This policy also prohibits retaliation against a person who assists someone 
with a complaint of discrimination or harassment or participates in any manner in an investigation or resolution of a complaint of discrimination or harassment. Retaliation includes threats, intimida-
tion, reprisals, and/or adverse actions related to employment or to any of its programs or activities.  In addition, it is the policy of the University and ANR to undertake affirmative action, consistent 
with its obligations as a Federal contractor, for minorities and women, for persons with disabilities, and for covered veterans. The University commits itself to apply every good faith effort to achieve 
prompt and full utilization of minorities and women in all segments of its workforce where deficiencies exist. These efforts conform to all current legal and regulatory requirements and are consistent 
with University standards of quality and excellence.  In conformance with Federal regulations, written affirmative action plans shall be prepared and maintained by each campus of the University, 
including the Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources. Such plans shall be reviewed and approved by the Office of the President and the Office of the General Counsel before they are officially 
promulgated.  Inquiries regarding the University’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Linda Marie Manton, Affirmative Action Contact, University of California, Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, 2801 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618, (530) 750-1318. 
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In A Nutshell:  Prefer Paperless? 
If you would like to be removed from any of our mailing lists, 

please call our office at 559-684-3300. 


