Helpful Websites for PR Preparation
Evaluation Resources

http://www.extension.psu.edu/evaluation/ Penn State Cooperative Extension 
www.uwex.edu/ces/pdande University of Wisconsin Extension 

www.eval.org American Evaluation Association 
Dictionary & Thesaurus websites:

http://www.merriam-webster.com/home.htm online dictionary & thesaurus

http://dictionary.reference.com/ online dictionary & thesaurus

http://www.yourdictionary.com/ Links to specialized dictionaries
Writing Resources
http://bartleby.com/141/ Elements of Style, which bears rereading
http://www.cmu.edu/styleguide/ Carnegie Mellon writing website. Check out “Tricky words”…commonly misused words 
http://www.fireandknowledge.org/archives/2007/01/08/a-guide-to-writing-well A Guide to Writing Well - thoughtful questions for the writer and Orwell’s Six Rules of Clear English:
1. Never use a metaphor, simile, or other figure of speech which you are used to seeing in print. 

2. Never use a long word where a short one will do. 

3. If it is possible to cut a word out, always cut it out. 

4. Never use the passive where you can use the active. 

5. Never use a foreign phrase, a scientific word, or a jargon word if you can think of an everyday English equivalent. 

6. Break any of these rules sooner than say anything outright barbarous. 

http://cgiss.boisestate.edu/~billc/Writing/writing.html  Some good links to a number of useful things, including a little levity: William Safire’s Rules for Writers:

http://cgiss.boisestate.edu/~billc/Writing/Safire.html 
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/admin/aabplan.pdf UWisc. Extension writing reports & plans

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/ Grammar information and quizzes of all types – check out passives: http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/passive_quiz.htm 
Writing Impact Statements

http://www.cals.vt.edu/communications/writingimpactstatements.html Virginia Tech -Writing effective impact statements

http://web.utk.edu/~aee/impactstatements.htm#IMPACT%20STATEMENT%20FORMAT University of Tennessee Writing Extension Impact Statements

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/AboutCES/Factsheets/stories.html N. Carolina State: Writing Program Success Stories

http://www.wisc.edu/ncra/impstate-writing.htm  Univ. of Wisc. writing impact statements
Action verbs

http://www.labor.state.ny.us/workforceindustrydata/publications/winning_edge/winnedge_actionwords.shtm NY State Dept of Labor

http://www.msha.gov/interactivetraining/tasktraining/forms/actionverbs.pdf  U.S. Department of Labor, Mine Safety and Health Administration 

