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Spotlight Plant - Lion’s Tail 

By Nancy Mulligan, Glenn County UC Master Gardener 

Lion’s tail (Leonotis leonurus), is an evergreen shrub that is native to 

South Africa. It is known for striking orange flowers. It can get 4 – 5 

feet tall and 4 - 5 feet wide. It has orange flowers that grow in whorls 

around the stem. The plant blooms from spring to fall.   

It grows well in the CA valley, prefers full sun and is drought tolerant.  
In the dry summer it does need a deep watering every 2 to 3 weeks.  
The plant can be cut hard in late winter to control size and to renew 
growth and flower development. It is attractive to birds, bees and 
butterflies. It is pest and disease free. (Picture 1: Lion’s Tail growing 
in Willows.)                                                               Continued on next page…. 

Picture 1 - The California Poppy, Orland, CA - by Aubree Eddy, Glenn County 4-H 

mailto:anrmgglenn@ucanr.edu
http://ceglenn.ucanr.edu/
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Lion’s Tail….cont. 

 

It grows well in the CA valley, prefers full sun and is drought tolerant. In the dry summer it does need 
a deep watering every 2 to 3 weeks. The plant can be cut hard in late winter to control size and to 
renew growth and flower development. It is attractive to birds, bees and butterflies.  It is pest and 
disease free. (Picture 2: Close up of Lion’s Tail flowers.)   

UC IPM Website 

Solve your pest problems with UC’s best science, and visit the 
UC ANR Statewide Integrated Pest Management Program 
website, at: https://ipm.ucanr.edu/, or scan the QR code. 

https://ipm.ucanr.edu/
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Bug or Pest Spotlight - Invasive Spotted Lanternfly 

By Nancy Mulligan, Glenn County UC Master Gardener 

The spotted lanternfly (Lycoma Delicatula) (SLF) is an invasive species that has the potential to 

have a big impact on California agriculture and the natural environment. SLF feeds on 40 known 

hosts occurring in North America. SLF feeds on grapevines and fruit trees (apple, cherry, stone 

fruits), hops, and woody ornamentals. SLF lays egg masses on smooth tree surfaces and inanimate 

objects such as telephone poles, stones, pallets, outdoor equipment, firewood, and vehicles. The 

laying of eggs on mobile objects contributes to its ability to become established in new areas.   

SLF was first found in Pennsylvania in 2014 and is now found throughout the Mid-Atlantic States. 

This insect has not been found in CA and it is important to keep the pest out of CA. The identification 

and early detection of SLF are key to preventing their establishment in California. Everyone can play 

an important role in keeping SLF out of your county by being the eyes and ears needed for early 

detection of SLF. 

The preferred host of SLF is another invasive species in CA, the tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus 

altissima). Tree-of-heaven if found in 45 Counties in CA, including Glenn County. It is rapidly 

growing tree often found along roadsides, fence lines and forest openings.  

                                              Continued on next page…. 
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Spotted Lantern Fly….cont. 
 
Tree-of-heaven has smooth bark resembling the skin of a 

cantaloupe. The tree has compound leaves, meaning they 

have a central stem in which leaflets are attached on each 

side. The leaves are very large ranging in size from 1 to 4 

feet long. The leaves and other plant parts give off an 

offensive odor when crushed.  Tree-of-heaven spreads by 

seed and sprouts. One established it is very difficult to get 

rid of. (Picture 1: Tree-of-heaven, the preferred host of the 

SLF growing in Glenn County.)                                                                 

What you can do. Don’t buy or plant tree-of-heaven. If you 

have tree-of-heaven or know of a location inspect the trees 

and surrounding objects for egg masses. If an egg mass or 

insect is found do the following: 

 1. Snag it - collect the specimen in an air-tight    
container. 
 2. Snap it - take a photo of where you found it, include landmarks. 
 3. Report it - report suspected sighting to the Glenn County Agriculture Dept., CDFA Pest 
hotline, 1-800-491-1899 or report on-line at: reportapest.cdfa.ca.gov. 
 
More information can be found at the following websites: 

• https://ucanr.edu/sites/SoCo/files/315819.pdf 
• https://ucanr.edu/sites/Spotted_Lanternfly/Pest_Overview/ 

(Picture 2: Tree-of-heaven leaf with yard stick for scale.)                                                                

reportapest.cdfa.ca.gov
https://ucanr.edu/sites/SoCo/files/315819.pdf
https://ucanr.edu/sites/Spotted_Lanternfly/Pest_Overview/
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IPM Article - Using Less Toxic Insecticides at Home 

By Nancy Mulligan, Glenn County UC Master Gardener 

It is always best to use an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach to prevent pests and their 

damage. (See Article in Spring 2024 Glenn Gardeners Newsletter on Using IPM at Home). However, 

sometimes the use of an insecticide to control insects is needed. Some insecticides can make things 

worse by killing insects other than the target insect, or harming the environment and people. Less 

toxic insecticides should be a first choice when choosing an insecticide. Always read the label before 

purchasing and using to make sure the product is registered for the plant and insect you want to 

control.  

Insecticidal Soaps are an example of a less toxic insecticide. Insecticidal soaps are made to control 

pests and not harm the plant. The use of household soaps such as dishwashing liquid is not 

recommended to be used in the garden or landscape. Dishwashing liquids are primarily designed to 

dissolve grease from dishes and clean clothes, not to kill insects. Dish detergents may dissolve the 

protective waxes on the plant leaves causing the plant to dry out. Commercially available insecticidal 

soaps are less likely to dissolve 

plant waxes.  

Insecticides to Avoid. Pyrethroids, 

organophosphates, carbaryl and 

systemic neonicotinoids are all 

toxic to non-target insects such as 

bees and natural enemies such as 

lady beetles. Systemic 

insecticides are often applied to 

trees to control aphids. When 

these insecticides are applied to 

trees that are flowering, bees 

feeding on the flowers are killed.   

More information about the use of 

less toxic insecticides can be 

found on the Quick tip that is 

included in this newsletter.  

More information about the 
dangers of homemade pesticides 
can be found in this blog post from 
the UCANR Master Gardeners, at: 
https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/
postdetail.cfm?postnum=47792. 
(Picture 1: UC IPM Quick Tips, 
Less Toxic Insecticides.) 

 
 

https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=47792
https://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=47792
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Sour Figs 

 

The Master Gardeners Plant Clinic received an 

inquiry about turkey figs. The figs are getting 

infested by small bugs that get into the bottom 

of the fig and then the figs become sour and 

inedible.  

The figs are being infested by dried fruit and 

sap beetles of the Carpophilus species. The 

beetle will attack ripening fruit by entering 

through holes in the fruit, such as the eye of a 

fig or a hole caused by mechanical injury or 

another insect. The insects bring yeasts into 

the fruit which causes the souring.    

Souring is difficult to control. Fruit that falls to 

the ground should be removed and destroyed 

quickly. Beetles can be trapped in containers 

with an inverted cone top baited with 

fermenting fruit and water. Figs with smaller 

eyes are less affected. The person who 

contacted the plant clinic about the problem 

with turkey figs reported that the problem does 

not occur on Mission figs.   

More Information about fruit souring and this 
pest can be found on the UCIPM website, at: 
https://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/GARDEN/FRUIT/
PESTS/driedfrtbeetle.html. 

Holes in Tree Trunk 
The Master Gardener Plant Clinic received an 
inquiry about small holes in trees and wanted 
to know what kind of insect was causing the 
damage.  A picture of the damage was taken 
showing rows of evenly spaced holes.   

Evenly spaced linear rows in trees are caused 
not by insects but by a bird, the sapsucker. 
Sapsuckers drill a shallow hole in the tree bark 
and then use their brush-tipped tongues to lap 
up sap.   

Holes in Tree Trunk…..cont. 
Sap contains sugar which the birds use for 

energy. The small holes created by the birds 

can attract tree insects. Over time enough sap 

could be potentially lost to create a weakened 

tree limb or tree.  

To prevent 
tree 
damage the 
tree can be 
wrapped in 
chicken 
wire or 
hang 
reflective 
strips, CDs 
or 
aluminum 
foil balls to 
scare the 
birds away. 
(Picture 1: 
Sapsucker 
damage on 
a tree.)  
 

Plant Clinic Questions 
By Nancy Mulligan, Glenn County UC Master Gardener 

The UC ANR California 
Garden Web 

 
The UC Master 
Gardener Program 
designed the California 
Garden Web to serve 
as a portal to organize 
and extend the 
University of 
California's vast 
collection of research-
based information 

about gardening to the public. Visit the website, 
at: https://ucanr.edu/sites/gardenweb/, or scan 
the QR code. 

https://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/FIG/fig-f02.html
https://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/FIG/fig-f02.html
https://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/GARDEN/FRUIT/PESTS/driedfrtbeetle.html
https://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/GARDEN/FRUIT/PESTS/driedfrtbeetle.html
https://ucanr.edu/sites/gardenweb/
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About Master Gardeners  

 

 
 
 
 
The UCCE Master Gardener Program in Glenn County provides our community with UC research 
based information about home horticulture, sustainable landscaping and integrated pest 
management practices. Master Gardener volunteers have completed extensive training provided by 
specialists from the University of California. The Glenn County Master Gardeners started in 2012. 
 
The Master Gardener volunteer program was started in the early 1970s at the Washington State 
University. Farm Advisors became overwhelmed by all the incoming calls from home gardeners and 
homesteaders so they trained volunteers to answer these questions and the “Master Gardener 
Program” was born. The first University of California Master Gardener programs began in 1980 in 
Sacramento and Riverside counties. 

Glenn County Master Gardeners in the Community 

 

 

(Picture 1: The Glenn County Master 

Gardeners at the 

Hamilton City Car Show 

on September 14, 2024.) 

(Picture 4: Glenn County Master Gardener, Nancy 

Mulligan, at the Glenn County Senior Resource Fair.) 

(Picture 3: Glenn County 

Master Gardener Sheila 

Skemp, at the Orland 

Library for Storytime.) 

(Picture 2: Glenn County Master Gardener, 

Deborah Storz, at the Willows Library with an 

activity about worms.) 



Have a Gardening Question?  
Contact our Plant Clinic  

 

The Glenn County UC Master Gardener Volunteers are 

available to help you and answer your gardening, 

landscaping, soil, or pest questions. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 2:00 TO 4:00 P.M.  

Call us at 530-865-1107! Walk –ins are welcome at the 

UCCE Office at 821 E South Street, Orland CA,  

or email us at anrmgglenn@ucanr.edu. 
 
Photos of the problem are helpful. Pest specimens or plant samples 
Can be dropped off at the UCCE Office and left at the front desk. 
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To subscribe to the Glenn Gardeners 
Newsletter, go to: https://surveys.ucanr.edu/
survey.cfm?surveynumber=21282, or use 

the QR code below.  

http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/169224.pdf
https://surveys.ucanr.edu/survey.cfm?surveynumber=21282
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