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2008 Martin Fire
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2008 Trabing Fire



2009 Lockheed Fire





Newspaper archival research mostly using UCR newspaper 
base: Pacific Sentinel, Santa Cruz News, Santa Cruz Surf, 
Boulder Creek Mountain Echo, SF Chronicle, LA Times; also 
other archives/papers at local museums, public libraries, 
Resource Conservation District, Fire Departments.

Semi-structured interviews on fire / suppression history.

Reviewing of historic texts on logging, energy development, 
and other regional histories.

Review and integration of the scientific, TEK / ethnobotanical 
research literatures on regional fire ecology and history.

Materials and Methodology





Maritime 
chaparral, burned 
in 2009 Lockheed 
fire, Manzanita 
sprouts, 2013... 

This is in ~San 
Vicente 
watershed.  
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Wildfire during the Alta California and Los 
Californios periods: Colonization dispossessed 
tribes and the fire regime.

1774 - October 3 1774, Fernando de Rivera y Moncada, 
commander of the Monterey Presidio, reported that native 
peoples started a large fire to the west of the fort.“The gentiles* 
have a bad habit of creating this kind of work for us… They set 
fire to the field so that new growth will sprout up from the ashes. 
It is also a way to catch rabbits that are trying to escape from 
the dense smoke.”



Wildfire during the Alta California and Los 
Californios periods: Colonization dispossessed 
tribes and the fire regime.

1793 - Alta California Governor Arrillaga ordered first formal fire 
restrictions, “ordering soldiers to prevent Indian fires in the open 
country around Santa Barbara.”

September 1815, Pablo Vicente de Solá, the last Spanish 
governor of Alta, California, issued a proclamation against 
burning to create new pasture. Rancheros/settlers were 
expanding grazing land by burning, posing a risk to forage, 
timber and settlements.

1834 Las Californias Governor José Figueroa ordered the 
Branciforte town council to guard against wildfires and stop 
intentionally burning land.



Wildfire in the post-colonial 
Santa Cruz Mountains

1842-3: Peter Lassen/Isaac Graham build first 
power saw built in San Lorenzo Valley/SCM; 

1847 - Hecox sawmill on Soquel. Deforestation 
began in earnest with U.S.; dairies expand 
along the north coast. 

1860s: extensive mills and roads built 
throughout SCM; grazing introduced more 
grasses further into county/ beginning of 
extensive deforestation















Steam powered logging put the 
remaining old growth redwood 
forests at risk from logging







Lime kilns and 
logging, 
1860s-1900s.  



Lime kilns and 
logging, 
1860s-1900s.  



1868 - Pescadero watershed to the Gavilans

Wildfire burns from Pescadero headwaters to 
Gabilans.

1869 - forty mile shotgun fire



1882 - Yellow Bank Dairy fire



1888 - Glen Canyon Fire

October 23, 1888, “For the past few days a fire has 
been burning on Ben Lomond which is perhaps 
unequalled in the history of this country [sic]”

Started head of Glen Canyon, on Blackburn Gulch 
(up Branciforte Creek); damage to fruit ranches and 
wheat, some of the largest redwoods have been 
burned). 



August 1888 - Ben Lomond 
Blaze
August 15, 1888, “For the past few days a fire 
has been burning on Ben Lomond which is 
perhaps unequalled in the history of this country 
[sic]”

Started in Boulder Creek, to Ben Lomond, down 
Vicente and Scotts Creek.  

October 1888 - Glen 
Canyon Fire
October 23, 1888, “For the past few days a fire has 
been burning on Ben Lomond which is perhaps 
unequalled in the history of this country [sic]”

Started head of Glen Canyon, on Blackburn Gulch 
(up Branciforte Creek); damage to fruit ranches and 
wheat, some of the largest redwoods have been 
burned). 



November 1890 - Cave Gulch and Bonny Doon fires

November 20, 1890, “Two immense fires are 
raging in the woods north of Santa Cruz.”



November 1895 - Cowell Ranch Fire



October 8-9, 1899 Summit Fire



October 8-9, 1899 Summit Fire





San Jose herald, Volume LXVIII, Number 110, 8 May 1900









1904–1905 - Fire in the Big Basin







1904-05 may have been double the 2020, CZU 
fire. I drew a thin line roughly outlining areas 
described in 1904 accounts... 

Notes suggest 4 fires (two sources one say 3 fires, 
but one of those also mentions one “other fire” put 
out)

1904-05 fire (flash symbol, ignition site)

1904 Pescadero is a brush fire sounds like it 
moves to Big Basin

1904 Fire near waterman gap starts at/near a mill

1904 Fire near Felton/Lime kilns, started at 
firehouse (?); other says it may have been a 
backfire

1904 Fire started in Zyante Gulch

Big fires are described as lumber mills, lumber, and 
cords; fire described as creeping; visual is burning 
man in stumptown. 

1904 brush fire Pescadero

1904 Fire at wateman gap

1904 Fire at Zynte [sic] Gulch

1904 Fire at Felton, Fall Creek





July 12-13, 1913 - 
Newell Creek Fire
“Red Demon Fire”



October 7-18, 1913



March 1914 - 
four fires - ring of flame
1. Big Basin,
2. Gazos Creek,
3. West Fork Waddell,
4. Bonny Doon/Empire 

Grade



July 21-25, 1917 - Big Basin/Coast Counties Gas & 
Electric Fire

Fire in Mill Creek and Big 
Creek started in June, 
smoldered for five weeks 
and erupted into a ten mile 
long fire



July 25, 1917 - Coast Counties Gas & Electric Fire









August 27, 1934



1948 - Pine Mountain 
Fire

Destroyed five miles of 
flume for the Big Creek 
Hydropower plant. 

Start of county wildfire 
history memory. 



1948 - Pine Mountain Fire



1954 - Ben Lomond Dump Fire



1954 - Ben Lomond Dump Fire







Fire season is all year 
round in the Santa 
Cruz Mountains
1962 - Gazos 
Creek/Lincoln Hill fire, 
several thousand acres 





Santa Cruz Sentinel, 
Volume 106, Number 
240, 11 October 1962



1985 - Lexington Hills Fire



Prescribed fire at 
Wilder Ranch, 
October 29, 2004

Taken from UCSC
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Martin Fire, 2008
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Martin Fire, 2008



2006, 2007 
photos of 
Bonny Doon 
Ecological 
Preserve 
before 2008 
Martin Fire



Warrenella fuel break, 2016
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Fire at Big Basin Vineyards 



Fog, big marine layer, 
11 days after fire started, 
still having difficult time 
getting fire to burn to 
Butano fire line. 
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