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What is organic agriculture? NOP
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What is organic agriculture?

Organic production:
. integrates cultural, biological, and
mechanical practices
. fosters cycling of resources
. promote ecological balance
- conserves biodiversity

7 CFS § 205.2 Subpart A — definitions.
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US Organic Foods
Who is involved in CA? Production Act of 1990

CA Organic Food
and Farming Act
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Who is involve

Organic Foods
ct of 1990

CA Organic Food
and Farming Act

The producers!

+ rest of supply chain!

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Agriculture and Natural Resources I UC Organic Agriculture Institute



Organic labels tell your customers you’re certified

USDA
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To summarize ...

. All organic farms and ranches in California
need to register with the CDFA State
Organic Program.

Us DA . If you sell more than $5,000 in organic

products -> must get certified to use the
word organic.

. If you sell $5,000 or less in organic
products -> exempt from certification
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To summarize ...

Farm and ranch operations can be: . All organic farms and ranches in California
need to register with the CA State Organic

Program.
All organic

-> sellonly org. products . If you sell more than $5,000 in organic

products -> must get certified to use the

word organic.

. If you sell S5,000 or less in organic
products -> exempt from certification

Split operation
-> sell org. & non-org. products
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Organic in practice ...
crops, livestock, processing, and/or wild crops




10 steps to organic certification

Get prepared
and contact a
certifier
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HOME - SERVICES . ORGANIC CERTIFICATION AND ACCREDITATION - NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM: FARMS & OPERATIONS

Home

T Organic Resources for Farms, Ranches, & Businesses

Rules & Regulations NOP supports farmers, ranchers, and businesses, whether you're an established organic operation or thinking about

transitioning to organic.

Grades & Standards

SERIESS . N eas e . . .

. You are considering transitioning to organic or becoming certified:
esources

Gy s How to Transition to Organic - includes information on:

* Organic definition, practices, and labeling
« Eligibility for organic certification
* How to get organic certification for your farm, ranch, or business

e Available support and resources

sson) Guide for Organic | /i Guide for Organic
Crop Producers Livestock Producers

Jtiu AN S ction 1: Overview of organic certification and production
By Pamela Coleman CHAPTER 1 i H.Baie al Center

for Appropriate Technology

National Center for Appropriate CHAPTER 1
(NCAT) Agricuture Specists
Technalagy (NCAT) INTRODUCTION X
Adgric o November 2012 INTRODUCTION
November 2012 ew farmers, and farmers experienced in conventional agriculture, often find that -
obtaining organic certification for their crops is quite challenging. This guide is I o explain the USDA organic regulations as the
intended to help lead farmers through the organic certification process. Chapters. youare also producing crops, you will need the “G
1 through 4 explain the National Organic Program (NOP) and describe the process of Sectont derstand and to crop In addition to
Chapier) organic certification. Later chaplers explain specific USDA organic regulations that apply OverviewofOrganic explaining the regulations, both guides give examples of the practices that are allowed
it T to planting, soil fertility, pest management, and other farm practices. In addition to inter- 7 for organic production.
et jqwhm preling the regulations, this guide explains the practices and materials (hal are allowed for e frst four chapters of the crops guide are essentially the same as the first four of this
citipton and Htory._3 | OTganic production —— y give an introduction to the National Organic Program (NOP), the organic:
sstures and oy Crops an intro to the Natoual Organic Program (NOP), the organic




Some organic rules”

All

Get prepared producers

and contact a
certifier

T Crop
L '

Livestock

Land must be free of prohibited substances 3 yrs prior to harvest
Establish buffer zones

Maintain or improve natural resources & biodiversity

Only use allowed inputs

Keep records of materials and practices from seed to sale

Fill out an Organic System Plan (OSP) + update regularly

Use certifier approved organic labels for products

Register with CDFA State Organic Program annually

Get inspected by certifier annually

Use organic seeds and planting stock when commercially available
o  Transplants and microgreen seeds need to be organic
Use crop rotations
Soil health & fertility management
o  Use composting, cover cropping, etc. and allowed inputs
Pest, weed, and disease management
o  Preventative -> use allowed “----icides” as last resource

Animal origin -> must be organic, but some exceptions
Use organic livestock feed + ruminant pasture rule
Animal health:
o  Preventative - only use allowed treatments
Living conditions and facilities -> access to outdoors, water, bedding,
space, etc.
Transport and slaughter requirements

*refer to the full NOP requlations and talk with vour certifier to understand the rules



https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-I/subchapter-M/part-205
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/is/docs/CertifiersList.pdf
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$Some organic rules to consider as you transition

In order 1o be cerliied organic, producers must comply with National Organic Program
(NOP) reguiations. Crop, wild crop, and ivestock producers and handlers can become
certfied organic. The table below summarizes some of the main points 1o consider when
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* Organic farm demonstration network

=) see 10 steps + Some Organic Rules handouts
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Thank you!

Contact info:

kullmann@ucanr.edu
(530) 490-3606

Thank you to our funders! Funded in part by the CDFA State Organic
Program, CDFA Office of Environmental Farming and Innovation and
the USDA Transition to Organic Partnership Program (TOPP).
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