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Historical Background

• Problem in all rice producing 
areas of the world

• First reported in the southern US 
in 1846

• By 1898, rice fields in Louisiana 
had to be abandoned

Colusa County, 2018



Historical Background
• 1917: first reference of 

weedy rice in CA 
• 1930s: weedy rice present 

in seed
• 31-42% of seed samples from 

CA contained red rice (3-57 
seeds/lb)



Historical Background

• 1950s: certified seed widely adopted

• 1950s-2000s: rare, but still present

1980: Weed Control in Rice Conference, IRRI



Historical Background
• 2003 – Glenn County
• 2006 - six fiends in Glenn and 

Colusa counties
• Only one weedy rice type 

identified

• 2007-2015: A few isolated finds, 
new types



Current Situation and Distribution

• 2016: Several fields found 
infested in all counties, 5 
different types

• 2018: Aprox 14,000 infested 
acres, 6 types

• 2019: certified seed use 
requirement

• 2020-2021: field survey
• Inspected acres: 13K
• Infested basins: 3,412

Weedy rice 2019



Type 1 Type 2 Type 3

Type 4 Type 5 Type 6



Weedy rice acres by type, 2022

Weedy rice acres by county, 2022



Weedy Rice Infestation Rating
Rating Description

0 No weedy rice found/ fallow or rotated to different crop

1 Less than ten individual plants and no plant patches

2 More than ten individual plants and no plant patches

3 Less than five patches of plants

4 More than five patches 

5 10%-25% of basin infested

6 25% or more of basin infested 



Rating 1 – less than 10 individual plants and no patches



Rating 2 – more than 10 individual plants and no patches



Rating 3 – Less than five patches
Rating 4 – More than five patches



Rating 5 – 10-25% of basin infested



Rating 6 – more than 25% of basin infested



Statewide weedy rice infestation rating, 2022

San Joaquin County weedy rice infestation rating, 2022



Conclusions

• Type 1 most widely distributed
• In San Joaquin County, 600 acres of type 1

• Most infestations are rating 3
• Type 3 only on the west side in 

Sacramento Valley
• Identified 20 years ago, difficult to 

eradicate, but not expanding

• Type 4 and 6 only in one location each
• In same location for several years, not 

getting worse


	Weedy Rice�Historical Overview and �Ongoing Survey Efforts
	Historical Background
	Historical Background
	Historical Background
	Historical Background
	Current Situation and Distribution
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Weedy Rice Infestation Rating
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Conclusions

